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AN ASSURANCE has been 
given by the Ministry of 
Defence that the views of 
Service people will be fully 
taken into account by the 
team reviewing the Armed 
Forces policy on homosex¬ 
uals. 

The team began its work after a rul- 
ing by the European Court of Human 
Rights that the treatment of four for¬ 
mer members of the Armed Forces, 
who were sacked as homosexuals, had 
breached their human rights. 

The four include ex-RN officer Duncan 
Lustig-Prean and former rating John 
Beckett, 

The Government accepted I he judgment and 
immediately suspended its current policy of 
banning homosexuals from serving in the 
Armed Forces. 

A spokesman for the Ministry of 
Defence said the policy review team 
included representatives of each of the 
three Services to ensure that the opin¬ 
ions of the Armed Forces were taken 
into account. 

The group will consult closely with the 
Service Chiefs and the principal personnel offi¬ 
cers of all three Services - including the Second 
Sea Lord 

Thc spokesman said: “Every facet of the 
issue will he looked at, including legal and prac¬ 
tical implications, before a recommendation is 
made to Ministers, 

“The review will he conducted swiftly, but 
not in haste/' 

The suspension of the policy currently affects 
five people serving in the Royal Navy who were 
being investigated when the European 
Court announced its ruling. The proceedings 
are now on hold. Those of the five who have 
been suspended - MOD would not reveal how 
many - will remain suspended, while those who 

■ Turn to back page 
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Ship campaigner loses patron status in Cavalier row 


ONE of the leading campaigners 
who fought to save Britain's last 
wartime destroyer, HMS Cavalier, 
has been stripped of his status as 
patron of the HMS Cavalier 
(Chatham) Trust over a row about 
the treatment of the ship. 

Sid Anning, Chairman of Hie HMS 
Cavalier Association, has publicly 
questioned the Trust's intentions 
towards the ship, which is now pre* 
served at Chatham Historic Dockyard 
thanks largely to National Heritage 
Lottery funds, 

Mr Anning has accused the Trust of 


dragging its feet over realising the aim 
of making Cavalier a “live, living and 
working ship" to train potential 
recruits to the Navy. 

He has also criticised the way in 
which the ship is being shown - that it 
has been painted the wrong shade of 
grey and that it is being used as a 
backdrop 'for a noisy, undignified and 
historically inaccurate display more 
approbate to a funfair than a serious 
historical museum" and out of keep¬ 
ing with the intended memorial theme. 

He told Navy News ; "Sadly, the HMS 
Cavalier Association has never been 


asked for any help or advice on the 
history, running and maintenance of 
the ship/* 

A spokesman for the Trust told us 
that they had written to Mr Anning 
pointing out that while the nation 
owed a debt to him and to many oth¬ 
ers for keeping the fight to save 
Cavalier alive, his correspondence to 
"various bodies" about his concerns 
was misinformed and misleading and 
was undertaken without consultation 
with the Trust. 

They told him: “We have decided it 
is no longer appropriate for you to be 


patron .,, and have taken a formal res¬ 
olution putting this into effect." 

The Trust spokesman said: "While 
we are fully alive to the intrinsic impor¬ 
tance of the ship, decisions on her 
interpretation and management can¬ 
not be taken in isolation, or without 
any regard to the financial conse¬ 
quences. 

"We have to create in the Dockyard 
an experience which will attract a far 
wider spectrum of people than hither¬ 
to secure the revenue essential to the 
survival of the whole.'* 

He said the Trust were taking an his¬ 


torically and technically appropriate 
approach to the ship's repair and dis¬ 
play. The colour she had been painted 
was compatible with the decision to 
preserve her as far as possible in the 
form in which she appeared after her 
last in-Service refit, in 1966. 

ft was the Trust's "full intention" to 
continue to consult widely on all 
details of proposed work and interpre¬ 
tation. a process in which the HMS 
Cavalier Association was expected to 
play a full part through its president, 
Bear Admiral John Hervey, who was a 
Director of the Trust. 


Inverness 
joins hunt 
for deadly 
relics in 
the Baltic 


A ROYAL Navy minehunter has been taking part in a 
multi-national operation to clear mines laid by the 
Germans in both world wars off the coast of Latvia. 


Chatham 
back in 
the Fleet 


HMS CHATHAM is due to be 
accepted back into the Fleet 
this month following a ten- 
month refit at Devon port and 
weeks of sea trials. 

Chatham is the latest of the 
four Type 22 Batch 3 ships, and 
the last to complete her first refit, 
almost leu years after she was 
launched. 

She is also the last of DMLs 
core contract: the company must 
now bid for work on a competitive 
basis. 

Under her Commanding 
Officer. Capt George Zambellas. 
the frigate is due" to carry out 
operational sea training and visit 
the Medway eariy next year. 

Pilot training 
scholarship 
goes on offer 

A CANDIDATE is being sought 
for a scholarship for a ‘frozen’ air 
transport pilots licence through 
the Guild of Air Pilots and 
Navigators. 

The J. N. Somers Award has 
been granted to the Guild for a 
full-time course at the BAe 
College of Flight Training, Spain. 

Applicants must be 18-28. hold a 
PPL and Class I CAA Medical, 
and have at least five GCSE passes 
and A-levels in relevant subjects. 

For details and an application 
form, send a stamped, addressed 
envelope to GAPAN, Cobham 
Mouse, 291 Gray’s Inn Road, 
London WCIX KQE. marking 
your enquiry letter Scholarship'. 

Applications must be received 
by November 15. 


Clyde-based HMS Inverness 
joined vessels from Sweden, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Estonia and Norway for the 
Operation in the last week of 
October. 

They were searching a 50 sq 
mile area for defensive sea mines 
and other explosives which may 
have been dropped in the area 
during wartime. 

The Royal Swedish Navy, 
which was leading the 
group, has been involved 
for four years in operations 
to clear Latvian waters to 
make them safer for 
trawlers and other shipping. 

The San down-cl ass Inverness 
brought some of the most sophisti¬ 
cated minchunting sonar available 
to the operation, her first ’live' 
venture since she was commis¬ 
sioned in 1991, and her first 
deployment since she emerged 
from refit six months ago, 

Inverness’s mission follows the 
success of a similar project off 
Estonian waters last year involving 
the Hunt-class minehunter HMS 
Atherstone. 

Rare Trafalgar 
report set to 
sell for £2,500 

A RARE copy of an official report 
of the Battle of Trafalgar by 
Nelson's second-in-command is 
expected to fetch up to £2,500 
when it goes up for sate on 
November 11. 

The report was written by Vice 
Admiral Collingwood and is con¬ 
tained in a complete issue of The 
London Gazette Extraordinary 
dated November 6, 1805. 

If will be among items in a mar¬ 
itime sale at Christie's in London. 

Also due to go under the ham¬ 
mer is a model of the Pandora 
which recaptured Bounty muti¬ 
neers, and a painting by William 
Collingwood Smith of the Royal 
Sovereign breaking up the enemy 
line a I Trafalgar. That is estimated 
at up to £30 mHL 



• Against an impressive backdrop . 
the ship 's company of HMS Newcastle 
parade through their namesake city . 

Picture ; LA(PHQT) Paut Smith 


MARCHING REASON FOR WARSHIPS IN THE NORTH 


Geordies 
put on a 
massive 
welcome 





• The senior rates from HMS Iron Duke 
show 'em how it's done during the ship's 
company 's parade through HutL 

Picture . LA(PHOT) Brad Bradbury 



Iron Duke Darades to 


mark Hu 


’s 700th 


SAILORS of HMS Iron 
Duke played a prominent 
part in the 700th anniver¬ 
sary of one of Hull's most 
important events. 

With bayonets fixed, swords 
drawn, colours flying and 
bands playing, a contingent of 
the ship's company marched 
through their affiliated city to 
celebrate the award by 
Edward I of Kingston upon 
Hull's Royal Charter. 

They were accompanied by 
the Band of the Royal Marines 
Scotland, and members of the 
Prince of Wales Own 
Regiment, RAF Staxton-Wold, 
two flights of the Queen's 


Colour Squadron and the 
150th (Yorkshire) Transport 
Regiment RLC(V). 

To coincide with the cele¬ 
brations, eight members of 
the ship's company staged a 
four-day charily cycle ride 
from Portsmouth to Hull to 
raise almost £3,000 for the 
Children's Unit at Hull Royal 
Infirmary. 

The team, led by LPT John 
Webb, collected £2,500 in 
donations en route, from peo¬ 
ple In such places as 
Basingstoke, Peterborough 
and Grimsby. The final figure 
was swollen by funds raised 
by Iron Duke's personnel 
while the Type 23 frigate was 


deployed to the Adriatic with 
NATO’s Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean. 

The other cyclists were CH 
Darren Ward, DM Neil 
Maddocks, MEM Stuart 
Simpson, LMEM Chris Brown, 
OM Jason Boeuf, OM Matt 
Gilbert and LCH Pulford. 

The ship's professional 
achievements have also been 
notable: she has been pre¬ 
sented with the Towed Array 
Efficiency Trophy by Ultra 
Electronics for her outstand¬ 
ing work with towed array pas¬ 
sive sonar last year. During 
that time she was involved in 
two live operations, two exer¬ 
cises and a trial. 


THOUSANDS of Newcastle 
people left their offices and 
shops al lunchtime to cheer 
the ship's company of HMS 
Newcastle as they exercised 
their right as Freemen of the 
City to march through ihc 
streets. 

The parade, accompanied by 
the Band of the Royal Marines 
Scotland, was the highlight of a 
five-day visit hy the Type 42 
destroyer, which has held the 
Freedom of Newcastle since her 
completion in 1978. 

The salute was taken by the 
ship's Commanding Officer, Cdr 
Steve Kenny, and the Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Newcastle, Cllr 
Peter Thomson, in the absence 
of the Mayor due to illness. 

There was further evidence of 
Newcastle's pride in their shin 
when 8,71)0 people were wel¬ 
comed on board during the two 
days that the ship was open to 
the public. 

During her stay, the proceeds 
of charity events on board - 
including a "village fete' and a 
grow-a-beard competition ~ 
were presented to the children's 
ward of Newcastle General 
Hospital and the Percy Hedley 
School for children with cerebral 
palsy and communications diffi¬ 
culties. 

The donations of about £250 
each were presented by PG 
Alistair Winter and Cdr Kenny 
respectively. 

The money was raised mainly 
during HMS Newcastle's 
Balkans deployment earlier this 
year, and brings to over £3.(XK) 
the amount raised by the ship for 
Newcastle organisations this 
year. 
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No mope 'Phots' - we're 'image technicians' 


• WSTD Rosie Wilkinson receives the Navy News Trophy - 
awarded to her late husband, LA(PHOT) Laurence Wilkinson ~ 
from her former boss t First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce . See centre pages . 


THE RIM Photographic Branch celebrates its 80th anniver¬ 
sary this month - with the suggestion that the "Phots 11 
might nowadays be better called "image technicians”. 

Li Cdr Gordon Ford, the specialiselion's functional head, told 
Navy News ‘"photographer 1 is becoming too narrow a word for 
today's modern exponent of the art-" 

"Today's photographer is not only expected to learn all the 
composition, aesthetic and technical skills of his predecessor, 
but must also be conversant with digital enhancement tech¬ 
niques* 

"Most photographic sections now have digital cameras and are 
able to scan images ready for transmission to any part of the 
world via landlines or satellite. All photographers are expected to 
master techniques which would have been unheard of 10 years 
ago. 

"Public relations and Press photography have always been 
recognised as specialist areas and the RN professional photogra¬ 
pher s work is increasingiy appearing in the quality national 
newspapers, 

"This is due both to their eye for a good Press picture and the 
modern, digital technology used in transmitting images from the¬ 
atre to UK for release within hours, or even minutes of them being 
taken. 

"Similarly, ships carrying professional photographers have the 
ability to transmit good quality photographs of engineering work 
back to shore for immediate analysis, saving valuable time and 
money. 

"The skills of the photographer are also highly valued in the 
intelligence area, where Phots have proved to be very accom¬ 
plished in image analysis. All volunteers for transfer are now 
screened for colour perception to enable them to undertake this 
growing task.” 


• OLD-STYLE IMAGE MAKERS: The Navy 's first photogra¬ 
phers were trained to record the fall of shot from naval gunfire. 


Full manning 
by 2005 is 
the 'Policy 
for People' 


BRITAIN’S Armed Forces are rising to the challenge to recruit more sailors, sol- 
diers and airmen and the Services could see full staffing again within just a few 
years. 


This was Armed Forces 
Minister John Spdlar's upbeat 
message on his ‘Policy for 
People 1 initiatives to recruit, 
retain and sustain people in 
the Services. 

Speaking at the Royal United 
Services Institute, he congratulat¬ 
ed the Armed Forces on recruiting 
over 26, l M) personnel in 1998-99- 
the best figures since the end of 
the Cold War, 

Concert 

dates 

CONCERTS by the Band of HM 
Royal Marines Portsmouth will be 
held at St Man s Church, Fratton 
on November 25 and December 9 
- the Christmas concert - at 
7.30p.m. 

For tickets at £5 (£4 OAP/stu- 
denis) call the Concert Secretary 
on 01705 726182. 

HMS Nelson*s Charity Christ¬ 
mas Concert given by the band will 
be held in the gymnasium on 
November 30 at 7.30p.m. Tickets 
at £5 from the main gate or by post 
from WOCA P. A. Symington, 
Catering Office, HMS Nelson, 
POl 3HH fcheques payable to 
Central Fund HMS Nelson, please 
enclose sae.) All proceeds to the 
RN and RM Children's Fund. 


"This is an impressive achieve¬ 
ment - young people know that 
the Services are back in business 
w ith careers open to all talents and 
all sections of society," he said. 
Award-winning ' advertising 
campaigns, advances into new 
recruitment markets such as the 
ethnic minorities, and the 
increased public profile of the 
Armed Forces had all contributed 
to the success. 

With regard to retention, 
Mr Spellar stressed that 
breaking the vicious cycle 
of overstretch and under¬ 
manning was a priority. 

Reductions in the high level of 
UK commitments around the 
world were easing the strain in the 
short term, but improving the 
quality of life for personnel and 
tneir families and making Service 
careers more attractive was the 
key to ensuring experienced peo¬ 
ple served for longer, 

"People leave the Services for 
all sons of reasons - we are look¬ 
ing seriously at the causes of their 
dissatisfaction and we are intro¬ 
ducing realistic measures to tackle 
them. 

Better leave arrangements, 
improved telephone facilities and 
new e-mail communication 
between personnel on operations 
and their families were helping to 
minimise the effects of separation. 
A new emphasis on education and 
a "whole life” approach to 


employment was encouraging 
more new recruits to view an 
Armed Forces career as a career 
for life. 

Only continued focus on the 
nation s Servicemen and women 
would lead to the goal of full man¬ 
ning as early as 21)05♦ 

J Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
John Brigstocke told the annual 
meeting of the Royal Naval 
Benevolent Trust on board HMS 
Warrior he was heartened by the 
"real progress” being made in wel¬ 
fare provision. 

"Some would argue that were 
the Service, and the State in its 
wider role, doing their jobs prop¬ 
erly then there would be no need 
for Naval charities. 

“Personally, I don't subscribe to 
this view - there will always be a 
need for a safety net to support 
those who have fallen through the 
clutches of Government account¬ 
ing rules, or other rules and regu¬ 
lations, but whose circumstances 
nonetheless make them deserving 
causes.” 

Destroyers meet 

WORLD War II British destroy¬ 
er personnel are invited to meet 
at the Cenotaph on November 
23 at 10.45a.m. and afterwards to 
lunch at the Victory Services 
Club for lunch. Contact Sam 
Morley on 01707 872720 by 
November 2 for details. 



Victory broadside 
salute to gallery 

HMS VICTORY, the world's oldest commissioned warship, fired 
her first broadside in nearly two centuries on Trafalgar Day. 


It's a 
bit of 


The cannon roared at 12.30pm 
- the time the battle began - to 
mark the opening of the Royal 
Naval Museum's new Victory 
Gallery, which features two per¬ 
manent exhibitions devoted to 
Nelson's flagship. 

Lincolnshire-based Pyro Tech 
attached charges to cannon on her 
starboard side to recreate the 
thunderous noise, smoke and rip¬ 
ple that a broadside produces 
when all cannon are fired together. 

Ii is believed that HMS Victory 
last fired a shot in anger during the 
Baltic campaigns between 1808 
and 1811 when she was the flagship 
of Admiral Sir James Saumarez, 
She was then paid off at 
Portsmouth on December 18, 
1812. 

The new gallery marks the com¬ 
pletion of the museum's £5 million 
redevelopment, supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund ' and 
Hampshire County Council. 


Falklands 

Chapel 

Service 

FAMILIES of personnel 
killed in the Falklands 
War are invited to the 
Dedication Service of 
the Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel at 
Pangbourne College, 
Berkshire on November 
18 at 2p.m, 

They should contact 
Angela Perry on 01889 
233092 for Invitations. 


an 

animal 


While stationed in the 
Gulf, HMS Cumberland, 
aka "The Mighty 
Sausage”, asked their 
affiliated Sea Cadet unit 
IS Royalist to provide 
them with a 7ft Peperaml 
sausage they could fly 
while undertaking Repl¬ 
enishment at Sea. 

The Kendal Cadets 
duly obliged - and sent 
us a photo of the well- 
known "Bit of an animal' 
boning up on Navy News 
while waiting to go on 
draft. 
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Submarine 
wreckage 
discovered 
near Italy 

THE WRECK of a sub¬ 
marine which vanished 
56 years ago has been 
discovered off the 
coast of Italy. 

The vessel, found by 
Italian sports divers in the 
Strait of Taranto, is 
believed to be the subma¬ 
rine HMS Regent which 
was Last seen in April 
1943. 

The Navy sent HMS 
Atherstone to investigate 
and her remotely operated 
vehicles were used to sur- 
vey the wreck. 

Only the stern remains 
and the engine room hatch 
is still open. 

The boat, which sailed 
from Malta on April 12, 
1943, is believed to have 
struck a mine near the 
small Adriatic fishing port 
of Barletta on or about 
April 18, 

Sixty-three men were 
lost with HMS Regent but 
only four bodies were 
recovered, two wearing 
escape equipment, when 
they were washed up on 
the coast of Puglia 
between May 1 and May 17 
of 1943, 

As a mark of respect for 
the dead the Naval 
Attache in Rome, Capt 
Graham Wiltshire, sailed 
to the site with HMS 
Atherstone and laid a 
wreath of poppies over the 
wreck during a service of 
remembrance. 

All known relatives of 
the crew have been con¬ 
tacted by Cdr Jeff Tall, 
Director of the Submarine 
Museum at Gosport, 

And work is now in hand 
in both Maly and the UK to 
confirm the identity of the 
wreck beyond doubt. 


Somerset sails 
to Sierra Leone 


ONE OF THE first ports of call during HMS Somerset s Atlantic deployment was 
Freetown, the war-ravaged capital of Sierra Leone in West Africa. 

The ship, which is spending six-months as Atlantic Guardshtp South, was welcomed on her 
arrival by the country's leader. President Kabbah, who Joined the ship with representatives of the 
United Nations and West African peace keeping forces and inspected a ceremonial guard. 


T 



• Sierra Leone's President Kabbah is welcomed on 
board HMS Somerset in the capital of Freetown. He 
inspected the ceremonial guard and enjoyed a tour of 
the ship. 


During Somerset's visit the ship's company 
took on a Displaced Person’s XI at football and 
donated their boots to the team afterwards. 

A working party from the ship went to the 
orphanage run by the Sierra Leone Mission 
School, which i% being rebuilt after it was 
burned down by rebels m the civil war. 

After giving the children presents of sweets, 
stationery and sports equipment the sailors 
helped with the rebuilding, plumbing and 
repainting of the building while the ship s doc¬ 
tor, Surg Lt Sue Porter conducted a clinic for 
21 JO children and adults. 

Cdr Cochrane and a delegation from the 
ship also attended a service at (he 
Commonwealth War Cemetery and laid a 
wreath in tribute to the Sierra Leone forces 
killed in both world wars. 

Cdr Cochrane said; "I am overwhelmed by 
the friendliness of the people of Sierra Leone 
and believe that their spirit will prevail in their 
struggle for peace. We have made many new 
friendships which we hope to continue during 
our next visit early in 2000," 

J Somerset’s island visit - page 15. 


Dental company has 
lots to smile about 


A CONTRACT worth £7 million has been 
won by a Cardiff company which will sup¬ 
ply the needs of Service dentists for the 
next five years. 

The agreement between the Medical Supplies 
Agency and Minerva Dental Ltd will transform 
the way that surgeries are stocked and supplied 
with their everyday needs. 

Under existing arrangements. Service den¬ 
tists are obliged to keep a high level of stock 
which can easily run out of dale, but Minerva’s 
undertaking to provide products by next-day 


delivery should make this a thing of the past. 

Dentists will also be able to view pictures of 
the exact products they require on the compa¬ 
ny's website, cutting out the confusion caused 
by large, number orientated, catalogues. 

At the signing of the new contract, Minerva 
Dental's Managing Director Patrick Mather said: 
"We are delighted to be awarded such an impor¬ 
tant contract. 

"Our staff have worked hard to secure this 
valuable business and it will benefit not only our 
own company but South Wales as a whole," 



* REMEMBRANCE: One of the 200 Argonaut personnel who 
paid their respects to the fatten of the GaHipoh Campaign. 

Gallipoli remembered 


THE SACRIFICES of 
another generation were 
recalled when 200 person¬ 
nel deployed on Exercise 
Argonaut visited the bat¬ 
tlefields of the Gallipoli 
campaign. 


As Navy News went to 
pres Si the Argonaut task 
group led by HMS Fearless 
and HMS Ocean was taking 
part in a huge amphibious 
landing exercise with French, 
American and Egyptian 
forces. 


They visited the sites 
after completing exercis¬ 
es in Southern Turkey to 
pay their respects to the 
130,000 people who lost 
their lives. 


Exercise Bright Star, the 
biggest serial of the Argonaut 
deployment so fan wilt see 
hundreds of Marines from 40 
Cdo landing at El Alamein in 
Egypt. For a full report, see 
next month's Navy News , 



Available by mail order only £1.50 per copy inc. P&F 
Send dieque/PO to: Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH 
On sale front: 

Ply mouth Dockvard Museum Shop at £1.25 
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Navy helps launch 
Rugby World Cup 


DOZENS of Naval personnel took to the pitch on the day 
that the Rugby World Cup kicked off In Cardiff's new 
Millennium Stadium. 

Sailors from HMS Cardiff and a team of Royal Marines from 
Plymouth-based 42 Commando were playing a starring role in 
the spectacular opening ceremony which preceded the first 
match of the tournament between Wales and Argentina. 

Over 75,000 fans watched as Commandos from Support 
Company 42 Cdo abseiled from the Stadium's roof and HMS 
Cardiff's ship's company built a huge sculpture of a fire-breath* 
Ing Welsh dragon. 

And after Shirley Bassey. Max Boyce, Catatonia and other 
acts entertained the crowd it was the sailors fob to clear the 
pitch before the game got under way 

When the carnival ends after the Millennium Stadium final on 
November 6, HMS Cardiff will provide a 24-man guard of hon¬ 
our for The Queen who will preside over the closing ceremony. 

The Type 42 destroyer will be berthed at Cardiff's Queen 
Alexandra Docks during the weekend of the final. 

Pictures: PO (PHOT} Wayne Humphreys. NORM 


• SPECTACULAR: Sailors from HMS Cardiff build a fire-breathing 
Welsh dragon as Commandos (right) abseiled onto the pitch. 
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• Caribbean visitor - fleet tanker RFA Gold Rover: 


■ 

1 

Facts and figures 

■ 

i 

Class: Small Fleet Tanker 

Pennant number: A271 

Builder: Swan Hunter, Wallsend-on-Tyne 
Launched: March 7, 1973 

1 Commissioned: March 22, 1974 

Port of Registry: London 

Lloyds Classification: +100 Ai 
Displacement: 11,522 tonnes fully loaded 
Length: 140,3 metres 

Beam: 19.2 metres 

Draught: 7.3 metres 

Speed: 19 knots max 

Complement: 56 (10 officers) 

Machinery: Two Crossley-Pieistick 16 PC2V 
diesels, one shaft, bow thruster 

Radar: Racal Decca 52690 ARPA; Racal ; 
Decca 1690; l-band 

Aircraft: Platform for Sea King or Lynx 


Gold Rover 
slips out of 
harm's way 


R OYAL Fleet Auxiliary 

tanker Gold Rover had her 
maintenance period rudely 
interrupted by the hurricane 
which brought havoc to the 
United States. 

The small fled tanker, which rou¬ 
tinely supports the Royal Navy's war¬ 
ship presence in the Caribbean region, 
was alongside in May port, Florida, 
when Hurricane Floyd hit the US 
Atlantic coast. 

Along with the John E Kennedy 
carrier group, Gold Rover - the only 
ship to hear that name in the RN or 
RFA - was forced to sail, returning 
afterwards with minor storm damage. 

After her most recent refit. Gold 
Rover became Flag Officer Sea 
Training (FQ5T) tanker for the first 
quarter of 1998, then deployed to the 
South Atlantic with HMS Edinburgh. 

She was then redeployed to the 
West Indies in support of HMS 
Marlborough, but was diverted en 
route to help with humanitarian oper¬ 
ations around Sierra Leone. 

By mid-March this year Gold Rover 


was in the Caribbean* supporting 
HMS Marlborough in countering 
drugs smuggling. The Type 23 frigate 
has since heen succeeded hy her sister 
ship. HMS Northumberland. 

Since leaving the UK, Gold Rover 
has steamed more than bh.lKK) nauti¬ 
cal miles, and her list of port visits 
lends towards the exotic, including 
such places as Rio de Janeiro. Tobago, 
St Lucia. Nassau, Key West. Santo 
Domingo. Aruba and Montserrat. 

She is due to depart the West 
Indies, in company with Northumber¬ 
land, within the next few weeks, arriv¬ 
ing back in the UK next month. 

A brief spell as FQST tanker will 
take her through to a dcstore in the 
spring, in preparation for refit. 

Gold Rover is designed to replenish 
ships at sea with fuel oil, aviation fuel* 
fresh water and a small amount of dry 
cargo and refrigerated stores. 

She is not large enough to support a 
task group, hut is ideal for supporting 
single ships or small groups. 

Although Gold Rover has a landing 
platform capable of taking a Sea King* 
she has no hangar to work on aircraft. 


Presentation team 
back on the road 



• Capital host - First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael Boyce (right), 
accompanied by Assistant Chief of Navat Staff , Rear Admiral 
Jonathan Band, arrives at Kensington for the launch of the RN 
Presentation Team Millennium Tour 


THE ROYAL Navy Pres¬ 
entation Team has launched 
its Millennium Tour with a 
bang in London. 

The event, hosted by First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce, was a *seU-out\ with 
SOO guests converging on the 
Kensington Town Hall, 

Among those in the audience 
was the Mayor of Kensington and 
Chelsea, CMr Priscilla Frazer. 

The evening ux>k the form of a 
fast “moving multi-media presenta¬ 
tion with the theme of the Royal 
Navy today, followed by a candid 
and frank question-and-answer 
session. 

A musical set by the Band of 
Her Majesty's Royal Marines 
Portsmouth concluded the event. 

The team is now on the 
road, touring the country and 
meeting the general public to 
explain what the Royal Navy is 
doing - and why - its plans for 
the future, and how taxpayers 
money is spent. 

Team Leader Capt Richard 
Leant an said: “Our aim is to raise 
public awareness of. and gain sup- 
pori lor* the Royal Navy and all its 

business. 

“We had a terrific response in 
Kensington, and hope to maintain 
the same level of interest in other 
towns we will visit over the next 18 
months. 

"We talk to Parliamentary and 
Ministry of Defence audiences as 
well as to the public, and to large 
societies and clubs. 

"We are fully-booked until mid- 
2000. but those who are interested 
in having us speak to their group or 
organisation, later in the year, 
should contact us now, to avoid 
disappointment.” 

More information on the RN 
Presentation Team is available 
from WO John Prior on 0207 937 


5780. fax 0207 937 4787. or hv writ¬ 
ing to The RN Presentation Team* 
l A Iverna Gardens, Kensington, 
London WK 6TN. 

The website is at www.myeF 
novyjmod.uk - the team has its own 
page in the ‘events' category - and 
the team can he contacted via e- 
mail on rnpt@gmet.fioy.uk 

In the past year the RN show, 
presented by a four-strong team of 
a Royal Navy captain, a lieutenant, 
a Royal Marine and a L.WEM tech- 
nician, has ventured as far north as 


Aberdeen and south to Penzance* 
Around 12,000 people have 
been invited to see the presenta¬ 
tions, with an average audience of 
between 150 to 200 - the 800 at 
Kensington is thought to he the 
biggest single event so far. 

The presentation is updated 
every year as the team prepares to 
go out cm the road, with the lalesl 
video footage and photographs, 
but the scripts are continually 
reviewed in order to reflect Navy 
operat ions a ro u n d l he wor I d. 
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Letters 
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Grave 

concern 


I WAS horrified to read that 
spoils divers hud been raiding the 
wreck of the submarine A7, which 
is a Registered Grave, 

The CO was my unde, Li 
Gilbert MoJeswort h We I man of 
Trewarthenick, Cornwall. Aged 25. 
he had recently returned to the 
UK after three years on the China 
Station Submarine Flotilla based 
on the depot ship HM5 Rosario in 
Hong Kong. 

tie was unmarried* but we. his 
nephews and nieces and our 
descendants add up to 5b of his 
blood rekuions now living. 

Seeing that there were ten 
others in the boat when she sank, 
those directly associated with this 
submarine must now number 
several hundred. 

Our understanding of the 
circumstances was not that the 
submarine was exercising at the 
time, but that she was doing post- 
refit trials and that the disaster 
occurred on a trial-dive off Rame 
Head. 

Gilbert's cousin, Lt Eric 
Welman DSC), DSC* commanded 
the coastal motor boats during the 
Zcebrugge Raid on April 23, MJ1K. 

- Cdr J, Ferrter, Monmouth, 

D-Day 

signal 

FROM the bridge of 1 IMS Seagull 
in the Solent on June 5,1944, l saw 
that the HQ ship Largs was 
festooned with hunting flying from 
her cargo masts. 

Our Yeoman translated these as 
“Good Hunting*' and “England 
expects that every man will jo his 
duty” - at least that’s what my 7h- 
year-old memory cells tell me. bat 
an old shipmate, Lt Bill Hillman 
RNVR. savs it's a figment of my 
overheated imagination. 

Is he right? - M, Cross, Bristol. 


Freemasons 
angered by 

loyalty slur 


REGARDING the article “Warning over Freemasonry membership” (September issue) I 
find the thought behind such statements utterly disgraceful. 

The Home Affairs Select of mankind. 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent s name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication. 


Committee, in its Second Report 
published on May 19, 
acknowledged that "There is a 
great deal of unjustified paranoia 
about Freemasonry”. Earlier in the 
House of Lords, Lord Williams of 
Mostyn stated that anyone in a 
free society was entitled to Ik a 
Freemason. 

I notice in the article that DC I 
JS 75/99 points out that “there is 
no policy to preclude Service 
personnel from membership of any 
lawful and benevolent organ¬ 
isation”. If this he the case, why 
hring the matter up in the first 
case? - G. H. Harrison, Holley. 
Hants, 

PHIS article on Freemasonry 1 
imagine originated in the MOD 
and illustrates the lack of 
knowledge that is typical of so 
many critics. After all, it was 
mainly the Navy and the Services 
in general that introduced 
Freemasonry to so many parts of 
the world, anJ thus a worldwide 
brotherhood has evolved 
embracing men of all races and 
creeds, regardless of rank or title, 
whose object is the improvement 


It is certainly not a secret society 
and has never claimed to be. Over 
the years there have hecn many 
books published and more recently 
TV programmes detailing some of 
i he ceremonies to an extent that it 
can hardly claim to he a society 
with secrets, - J. W. Thorne, 
Hemel Hempstead 

1 AM an ex-leading seaman and a 
current member of the Royal 
Naval Association and as a 
Freemason i take great exception 
to the inference in your article. 
What utter rubbish for anyone to 
suggest that because a man is a 
Freemason he risks establishing 
disparate loyalties. 

We are enjoined "To swear 
allegiance to the sovereign of your 
native land” and it may interest 
you to know that the largest 
donation to the South Atlantic 
Fund alter the Fa Ik lands War was 
made by the Masonic Grand 
Charity of England. - J. Irvine, 
Poole. Dorset, 


How do 
find room 
for gays? 

ON the subject of homosexuals being allowed in the 
Armed Forces, may I as an accommodation manager 
present my view? 


At preseni in all shi 


ups 

Standing Orders, no females 
are allowed in male 
accommodation and vice 
versa. Therefore, how can I 
regulate single-sex accomm¬ 
odation? 

For example, mv ex-husband 
returned unexpectedly hack from 
sea a week before l was moving 
into a new house. 1 had moved on 
board and because of the rules we 
had to book into a B & B as we 
were not entitled to a married 
quarter for such a short period. 

In mv role as an 
accommodation manager, il is 
hard enough segregating the non- 
smokers from the smokers, never 
mind gay personnel. Will I have to 
create heterosexual Doors and gay 
floors? If so, can Wren Smith and 
AB Jones now live in the same 
mess? If not* then surely this is 
discrimination. POWREN QA 
Conneli-Malcolm, HMS Nep¬ 
tune. 

Seven out 
of five 

YOUR picture of a Fa trey Seal 
(Aircraft of the Royal Navy No 35) 
look me back to the early summer 
of 1939 when 1 was doing the 
bombing and gunnery part of my 
Air Observers course at RAF 
Acklington. 

We did our bombing in Hawker 
Hinds and occasionally in the 
Boulton Paul Overstrand or in the 
Sidestrand - two-engined bi¬ 
planes from the end of World War 
I - and gunnery in the Hind or 
Fairey Seal. We used Lewis or 
Vickers K guns in a Scarff ring 
mounting in the I find and a semi¬ 
circular "mounting that could be 
raised about 45 degrees at the end 
of the long rear cuckpil of the 
Seal. 

To fire at a drogue target towed 
parallel to our aircraft one had to 
unci ip the "monkey chain" 
attached to a loop on the tail of 
our Flying jackets - designed to 
prevent an unexpected exit from 
the aircraft - and sit up on the 
cockpit coaming with one s bottom 
over the side to point the gun out 
broadside, a somewhat nerve- 
racking manoeuvre the first time. 


Lost cap 
mystery 

THE year was I95tt. the ship was 
MHS Modest u, the place was 
Aqaba, the crime was disposing of 
the Captain's one and only cap. 

We had hecn seni at very short 
notice from Singapore to the 
Middle East, 54 days at sea. Lower 
deck was cleared, a demand for 
the culprit to step forward was 
made, with the promise of 90 days 
DCs made. Nobody volunteered, 
crash search of crew's nicssos and 
lockers ensued, no cap. Next step, 
all crew had to sign a eh it denying 
any knowledge of whereabouts of 
cap {shades of the ice-cream 
incident in The Caine Mutiny), 

Now’ it's 40 years ago l do not 
think the threat of punishment still 
stands. So, just to clear up, does 
anyone out there really know who 
did it? - R. Grevett, Hunmanbv, 
N, Yorks. 
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Usually two u/t observers would 
fire in turn at the same target 
which would then Ik dropped for 
the holes to be checked. To this 
end we spent much of our tarmac 
time dipping .3(13 rounds into red 
paint which was gradually 
congealing in the air. These were 
then led into a 47- or 97-round 
drum and one trainee would use 
plain ammo and the other the red- 
tipped rounds. 

The ground staff would then 
count the number of plain holes 
and those with red edges, divide by 
two (assuming an entry and exft 
hole) and telephone the result to 
I he plotting room. 

It was common for the trainee 
using plain ammo to get a higher 
score so that we suspected that the 
paint w-as not always coming till on 
entry. 

On one tlight using plain ammo 
I lined up tile front half of the 
drogue in my ring-and 4 k ad sights 
and pressed the (rigger. As I did so 
the bead foresight lurched slightly 
to one side. 

The Lewis was a very slow-firing 
gun and I stopped after only two 
shots. As the foresight was still 
there 1 lined up again and pressed 
once more. The foresight came off 
and floated overboard to he lost 
forever in the bay below with no 
more than three more shots fired. 

On landing 1 was eventually told 
that 1 had scored seven hits with 
my five rounds, so our suspicions 
were confirmed. 

At the Empire Air Day late in 
June a flight of our Hinds bombed 
a canvas and wood fort 
constructed in the middle of the 
airfield - there were no runways in 
those days - and was attacked by a 
flight of Seals posing as fighters! 

A Whitley and a Hurricane did 
fly over during the course of lhe 
afternoon but many of the crowd 
were contemptuous of our display. 

I was one of I he party in gas 
masks and capes who drove out in 
a lorry to rescue survivors from the 
M bombing 1 ’. 

Unfortunately* we picked the 
burliest of our number as the 
victim and nearly dropped him 
while trying to hoist him on a 
slreieher into the ambulance. 

We found that doing violent 
exercise in a gas mask caused it to 
fill off the face at even exhalation 
of breath, 1 am glad I never 
needed to use one in earnest. - L, 
Wheatley, Bade, 


Winnie, 

where 

and 

when? 


WHEN I was serving in HMS 
Scourge in 1942 we 
escorted Winston Churchill 
to the USA in the finer 
Queen Mary, This picture in 
my possession comme¬ 
morates a similar occasion, 
I suppose - can anyone 
suggest where and when? - 
- F. E. Paxton, Rayleigh, 
Essex 
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GOLFERS SQUARED UP TO THE CHALLENGE 



• SQUARE GOLF: Cdr H. E. Tate tees off on the flight deck of HMS Albion, Capt James 
Jungius looking on. 



Letters 



Source branch 
treated as the 
‘poor cousins’ 


REGARDING the articles about recruits Hooding into the Warfare Branch {September 
issue), that's all very well for the OMs but I find there is little comfort for the few source 
branch ratings still around who are being treated as the poor cousins of the Warfare 
Branch. 


We find ourselves being 
forced out of our preferred 
base port areas, i.e. 
Devonport, and are getting 
less arid less shore side billets - 
those that we do get are the 
ones the OMs don't want* 

On coming up for my time to go 
back to sea, 1 applied to Dm fly on 
the appropriate form to be sent to a 
Devonport ship, only to be told that 
there are no longer any drafts for 
LS(M) on any sliips in Guzz (as 
they have all been taken hv LOMs), 
I find this hard to believe. 

1 find it unfair that as Source 
Si ranch we are being fobbed off on 
to (he older ships like Type 42s and 
Fearless, all of which are based at 
Portsmouth, It seems a cheap way 
for the Navy to gel rid of us. due to 
the fact that many of us over ihe 
tears have settled in the South 
West, many even moving families 
down from the north ot England 
and Scotland after Rosyth was 
dosed. Now because we live in 
Devonport but are hased in 
Portsmouth we arc being forced to 
go back to the ’Weekend relation¬ 
ships*', putting even more strain on 
an at read v stressful familv way of 
life. 

Now that many ships are spend¬ 
ing anything from six to nine 
months at a time at sea, wouldn’t it 
he better that most of the ship s 
company were to come from the 
same base port as the ship, so that 
when the snip w r as alongside valu¬ 
able time could he spent with famF 
lies? - An unhappy Source 
branch rating. 


Dress ship 
too costly 

WITH regard to the ceremonial of 
dress ship, is it not time that cost¬ 
ly, outdated and time-consuming 
ceremonies were abolished? 

After currently sailing from 
Plymouth on a dress ship day, l 
was amazed to see that the only 
ship to be dressed overall was ah 
American; all the Type 23s, one 
Type 22 and one Type 42 were 
dressed with masthead ensign 
onlv. 

Does this not tell a story, espe¬ 
cially of the 23N manpower? 

Each unfitted flag costs L7.HH. 
Multiply this by ihe amount of 
Hags on a dressing line, then mul¬ 
tiply this by every vessel in the 
Fleet and this is a large amount of 
money that the MOD would he 
better off spending on new age 
technology. - CY D. Thompson, 
HMS Argyll. 

Secondary 

tasks 

LRO SPURLING’s comments on 
PAY 2000 and the way it should he 
worked for different branches 
leads us to believe he has been 
misinformed about the workload 
of the Supply and Secretariat 
branches. 


Everyone works hard in the 
Royal Navy, itN just the variation 
of the job that differs. Although us 
some people may make out that 
“after all, they’re only day work¬ 
ers*'. we do contribute a lot to the 
running of the Navy. The sec¬ 
ondary jobs of the S & S speak For 
themselves. 

During action stations S & S are 
involved in first-aid/damage con- 
t rol/fi re-fig h ters/i nci dent board 
markers/ action messing 
teams/gun loaders/BA cont ro¬ 
ller/cleansing teams - and these 
are our secondary jobs. How many 
secondary tasks does an LRO have 
during an action station? 

Regularly we see ihe so-called 
"secretaries ' working to late in the 
evenings after an early start: so- 
ealled “waiters'" working until late 
on cocktail parties; stores accoun¬ 
tants bringing ships' stores on after 
secure hours: and chefs producing 
a meal three times a day every sin¬ 
gle day of the year. 

As for our training, S & S 
branch courses arc of considerable 
length and exceptional knowledge 
is involved - chefs now have to 
take on catering, until recently a 
specialist job of Its own, and once 
that is completed, a lengthy Pan 
IV draft and a completion of a 
Part IV task book before a draft 
order is even considered. It all 
comes down to teamwork at the 
end of the day, although some of 
us have to bowl as well as bat. - 
CH P. Rooke and LCH M. R. 
Paton, 30 Mess, HMS 
Campbeltown, 


IN LAST month's issue I 
told you about the field gun 
competition held at sea In 
HMS Albion during 1970-72. 
Well, that was a challenge, 
but what about golf at sea - 
yes, 9-hole golf? 

As CPTII would inform Capt 
Jungius of the intended activ¬ 
ities for the weekend if there 
was no flying. One Friday as I 
stepped onto the bridge he 
called me over and said that 
he had received complaints 
from the senior and non- 
sporting members of the crew 
that at weekends, when there 
was no flying, they couldn't 
use the flight deck for sun¬ 
bathing as the PT staff always 
had some form of physical 
activity going on. 

He thought we should give 
it a miss this weekend or at 
least have some genteel form 
of activity. 

As I walked forward on the 
flight deck I noticed a deck 
hockey stick and puck under¬ 
neath one of the forklifts. I 


went to see my good friend 
Jumper Collins, the Chief 
Chippy. He cut me off a 2in 
cube - and with the first hit I 
knew we had the answer, U 
went 10-15 yards, hobbled a 
few times and then came to 
rest. 

So, we had the "balls” - and 
as luck would have it, on our 
last visit to Singapore we had 
received a shipment of 60 new 
deck hockey sticks. 

As a keen golfer, the 
Captain was intrigued, but 
after he htl the cube and it 
sailed over the side, he said “I 
hope you have enough balls. 
What about the sunbathers?” 

1 said; "Golf etiquette, sir - 
just shout Tore!"'. He 
shrugged his shoulders and 
said: "Oh dear, I feel more flak 
coming my way.. 

The course was nine holes 
zig-zagged across the flight 
deck. The greens were irregu¬ 
lar circles with numbered 


flags in the middle on an 8in 
base circled with chalk so that 
when the flag was removed 
the base outline represented 
the hole. 

We decided we would raise 
money for our Guide Dog 
Fund, so it was £1 a round 
and lOp for each ball. 
Needless to say, some hack¬ 
ers took a good supply of 
balls when they started and in 
the end we raised over £250. 

The story was covered by 
Navy News and picked up by 
the Daily Mirror. This was 
seen by a lady in Dallas. Texas 
who wrote to the Captain say¬ 
ing her husband was a golfing 
nut, but one thing he had not 
got was a square golf ball. 

The Captain had one 
mounted on the ship s crest 
and sent to her. Great ship, 

reat crew, great Captain.- 

rvan Garnham, Bury St 
Edmunds. 



picked up the stick and start¬ 
ed to hit the puck down the 
flight deck to the lockers 
where they should have been 
slowed. And it was then I 
thought, what about golf? 

I hit the puck as hard as I 
could with a golf swing and it 
went about 12 yards and then 
rolled off into the gun spon- 
sons. 

Well, that wouldn't do - and 
as for using a real ball, too 
dangerous and with a rolling 
ship, out of the question. 

I then remembered seeing 
in the damage control wood 
racks lengths of 2in X 2in 
mahogany hardwood, so I 


SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
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Contact Elizabeth Caple 

JOHN HODGE & CO. 
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0117 929 2281 

Immediate and FREE initial advice 

Legal Aid • No Win-No Fee 
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Five star care 
for seniors 


★ ★★★★ 


Well established and extremely successful in America, 
Sunrise Assisted Living is now opening brand-new 
homes in Britain. Our accommodation is more like a 5 
star hotel than traditional long-term care settings, not 
just because we provide high quality individualised 
assistance, but because we respect the people that we 
care for - their independence, choice and self reliance. 

There are a huge range of spacious rooms and 
apartments, both independent and assisted living for 
you to choose from and we welcome pets* The 
atmosphere is extremely relaxed, friendly and home 
like, with a whole range of activities, but there is all the 
back-up care and support that you might need - 
everything from help with bathing and dressing, house 
keeping, medication monitoring and incontinence care. 

Comprehensive care is available for people with 
Alzheimer's and memory impairment - in a separate 
building which allows residents to live with as much 
dignity as possible in a loving and caring 
environment. 




Sunrise 

Assisted Living* 

At Frognal House 

Parmer home of l&ni Sydney 

Conveniently located less 
than a minute from the 
Chislehurst exit off the A20, 
adjacent to 

Queen Mary's Hospital 

Frognal Avenue, 
off Watery Lane, 
Sidcup, Kent DAM 6LS 


For further 
information or 
for informal visits 
please telephone 

0181 302 6200 
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• Water cycle - Sir Ranulph Fiennes enters the null zone - the zone between sweating and shiver- 
ing -on a cycle machine in the INMs immersion pool. ^ aivwJ m 


Stroud, and the Navy's scientists 
jumped at the chanced 

"We wouldn’t expect to gel any¬ 
one in the dime who has had a 
greater exposure to extreme condi¬ 
tions, so he’s setting a nice level for 
us," said Dr Tipton, Head of the 
Environmental Medicine Unit at 
the INM and Reader at the 
University of Portsmouth. 

Sir Ranulph went through the 
clinic's standard tests, hut there 
was an additional trial for their 
special patient - 40 minutes on an 
exercise bike in a warm pool, a gru¬ 
elling effort accompanied by the 
relentless tick of a metronome, fol¬ 
lowed by 40 minutes cooling off. 

"This test is looking at the 'null 
zone' - the /one between sweating 
and shivering, 1 ' said Dr Tipton. 

'People who go to the polar 
regions often report being affected 
more by warmth than cold, because 
they arc working hard and wearing 
lots of layers of clothing. 

“ This test looks at warm as well 
as cold responses, particularly in 
relation to deep body temperature. 

"The shivering response has a 
relevance for the general popula¬ 
tion, When there is an increase in 
thermal discomfort - when we start 
to fed cold - then shivering kicks 
in automatically. 

"‘Repealed exposure to cold 
means you are less aware of the 
discomfort; the core temperature 
falls, and you do not do anyth ing 
a Knit it - like put a coat on, 

“That might lead to problems 
such as hypothermia in old people 
or individuals in mill tan exercises . n 

Dr Oakley said the injuries seen 
at the clinic are not usually black¬ 
ened hands and feet, but mild con¬ 
ditions which can still cause life¬ 
long problems. 


• Baring his soles - a thermographic image of Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes' feet before testing at the Institute of Naval Medicine; in 
simple terms t darker colours show areas of co/d, light colours are 
warm. 


"We had many Servicemen, par¬ 
ticularly Royal Marines, who had a 
big problem in cold environments 
where they could be a liability lo 
themselves and others," he said. 

"What we are moving towards is 
treating a first or second injury - 
we intervene early. There’s no big 
medical cure, bui we must keep 
them away from 
cold for a while/' 

The INM has 
two unique ways 
of assessing these 
injuries: 

■ Infra-red ther¬ 
mography, a 
sophisticated ver¬ 
sion of firefight¬ 
ers' body-heat 
sensors. which 
assesses how warm or cold the 
affected hands or feet are, and how 
well they re-warm after immersion 
in cold water for two minutes. 

Undamaged hands or feet will 
re-warm fully within minutes, but 
severe cases may take hours, 

S By also assessing sensitivity- to 
slight changes in temperature, sci¬ 
entists gain insights into the dam¬ 
age which the cold has caused to 
the nerves in the fingers or toes. 

“Wc cannot give these people a 
magic drug - we are researching it, 
but for nirw we keep them off cold 
exposure/* said Dr Oakley. 

"It may lake six to 18 months, or 
longer, but given that break away 


from cold exposure, a significant 
number of people do improve, 

"So this clinic salvages people. In 
the past, without being referred to 
this clinic, a lot of these people 
would have become medically unfit 
or discharged, or would have 
become so fed up suffering from 
cold feel 1 hot they would have hand¬ 
ed in their notice." 

The clinic play¬ 
ed a key role in 
helping (JS veter¬ 
ans win a legal 
battle for pension 
and medical sup¬ 
port . 

"We do see 
overseas people 
- I've done quite 
a lot of work with 
the Chosin Few/’ he said. 

The Chosin Few are the veter¬ 
ans, mainly American hut with oth¬ 
ers including British soldiers, of 
one of the fiercest battles of the 
Korean War. fought in bitter cold. 

"Wc still see two or three veter¬ 
ans from World War II; one case 
was a prisoner-of-war who had 
been force-marched through 
E/as tern Europe without proper 
footwear,** saio Dr Oakley. 

"If veterans have got problems 
we are delighted 10 see them, 
though their GP needs to be aware 
they are coming to see us at the 
clinic,’* 

■ Cartoon - page 20. 


this clinic 
salvages people ... 
a tot of them would 
have become 
medically unfit or 
discharged 


Polar expedition will 

IJpiovide 
vital data 


SIR RANULPH Fiennes can trace his 
ancestry back down the centuries, and 
his calling has Its roots In the heroic 
British explorers of old. 

Now In his mld-SOs, the 3rd Baronet has 
already proved himself In the most inhos¬ 
pitable regions on earth, having visited both 
poles and crossed the Arctic and Antarctic, 
The former SAS soldier has taken a hover¬ 
craft up the White Nile and parachuted on lo 
Europe's highest glacier. 

But these are not simply great feats of 
endurance - each expedition has raised 
money for charity (over £4 million in total) and 
the next polar expedition, sponsored by Exel 
Logistics and departing early next year, will 
raise more than £1 million for the Cancer 
Re sea re h Cam paign. 

Sir Ranulph is conscious of the benefits to 
both sides of his visit to Hampshire, 

“ There isn't anywhere in the world with the 
facilities and expertise for this particular type 
of cold testing and cold research," he said, 
"There are other places which specialise in 
other forms of research into the effects of cold 
on the human body, but the ones to which it 
would be most advantageous lo record the 
characteristics of my particular body, before 
and alter, happens to be a combination of 
Portsmouth University and the INM on this 
occasion. 

"It's very useful lor the INM*s own work to 
get someone who costs the taxpayer nothing 
and Is prepared to go lor very long periods In 
such conditions. 

And for me, having been doing cold expedi¬ 
tions for about 26 years, some parts of my 
body have deteriorated, and this will help by 
telling me what parts have been damaged to 
what extent. 


"Once I have seen the results of my feet and 
fingers* I will know which ones need particular 
work to protect them/' 

Dr Tipton is convinced the data gathered 
before and after the expedition will prove 
extremely useful. 

"The problems of these injuries are really 
long-term, and debilitating in terms of people's 
ability to go into the cold/ he said. 

"We have got the possibility of looking at 
someone here who has pretty severe cold 
injuries over the years. 

"To add him to our list of patients will set a 
super benchmark for us, 

"It's no! often we get the chance to speak to 
someone we know in advance is going to push 
himself to the limit. 

It s a very useful exchange of Information, 
We are going to find out physically and mental¬ 
ly what it takes to push yourself to extremes." 

Professor igor Mekjavlc, an authority on 
coid air and cold water exposure who is work¬ 
ing at the University of Portsmouth, Is 
impressed by the level of expertise at the INM 
and university. 

"A lot of people have converged here, and 
as an outsider 1 can say there’s an incredible 
mix of researchers and facilities," he said, 

"There is a very good balance, and 1 think it 
is probably right to say that it is among the 
world leaders in its field." 


Unrivalled expertise at the Institute of Naval Medicine has 
helped prepare a famous explorer for his next trip - and 
scientists hope to learn from their patient’s experiences. 


By Mike Gray 


T HE NEWEST patient 
at the Navy’s world- 
renowned cold injur¬ 
ies clinic could prove to 
be their most valuable. 

Polar explorer Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes spent a day at the clin¬ 
ic. at the Institute of Naval 
Medicine (INM) in Gosport* as 
part of his preparations for his 
next expedition. 

Amt the Institute stands to gain 
unique data on the effects of cold 
on a man who regularly braves 
Arctic and Antarctic extremes. 

The clinic is one of the many 
reverberations of the Falk lands 
War which are stilt felt in the Navy. 

Some 14 per cent of those evacu¬ 
ated for medical support from the 
South Atlantic had a primary initial 
diagnosis of non-freezing cold 
injury - the largest cause of non¬ 
battle casualties. 


The result is that the INM now 
maintains what is believed to be 
the only permanent specialist cold 
injuries clinic in the world. 

Dr 1 toward Oakley, Head of 
Survival and Thermal Medicine at 
the Institute, said: “My predeces¬ 
sors had always had an interest, but 
it was the Fa Ik lands which really 
brought it Ur the fore and sparked 
a clinical research programme. 

“We have kepi up the research 
ever since, which is very unusual* 
because historically when there has 
been a war with a lot of cold 
injuries, there has been a lot of 
research for two or three years, 
then it becomes necessary lo move 
on. and projects are terminated. 

“But wc have managed to sus¬ 
tain our work, on a small scale, so 
we are not having to re-learn the 


lessons of the past." 

As well as research work, the 
Institute runs the weekly cold 
injuries clinic where they see 
Service personnel or civilians 
referred by their doctors because 
they are Relieved to have cold 
injuries, such as frostbite. 

"We used to see 40 or 50 people 
a year, but in the past year or so 
ihai number has risen very dramat¬ 
ically - this year, already, we have 
seen 118 patients," said Dr Oakley, 
who believes hetter and earlier 
diagnosis are behind the rise. 

The newest name on (he clinic's 
list is expected to make a great 
contribution to their research. 

Sir Ranulph approached Dr 
Mike Tipton at the INM on the 
advice of his nutrition expert and 
fellow polar explorer Dr Mike 


new cold war 


Royal Navy fights 


@ 


Sailing new sea s 
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Britain’s warship in UN peace operation returns with memories of a human tragedy 



*The lights of a column of 15 
vehicles could be seen along 
the coastal road, their 
progress marked by the 
flames from buildings as they 
proceeded from village to 
village, burning as they went 



GLASGOW'S MISSION 
OF MERCY IN TIMOR 


• ABOVE: Under Royal 
Marines protection t two 
small East Timoreans 
give the cameraman a 
relaxed wave alongside 
Mne Neil Blewetl 

m BELOW : STD Emma 
Sandon makes a crowd 
of friends as she hands 
out jelly beans. Emma 
was assisting Surgeon- 
Lt Carty at a makeshift 
clinic for displaced peo¬ 
ple living in shanty set¬ 
tlements in the hilts 
above Dili. 



1TH THE thanks of 
the United Nations' 
Australian comman¬ 
der and Britain's Defence 
Secretary, HMS Glasgow has 
completed her work for the 
International Force in East 
Timor and is due to arrive 
home in Portsmouth on 
November 11. 

On that day of remembrance, the 
joy of return will he tinged on board 
with thoughts of the people of East 


Timor whose desperate plight has 
been witnessed at first hand by many 
me mbers of the ship ‘s ct>m pany. 

Paul Parra tk . our correspondent on 
hoard [old us: As I he dost rover patrolled 


Pictures: PO(PHOT) 
Dave Coombs 


along the coast at night, turmoil could he 
observed with graphic effect through 
night-sight glasses as fires erupted, illumi¬ 
nating the hillsides, 

“At one time tile lights of a column of 


around 15 vehicles, seem¬ 
ingly trucks and jeeps, 
could be seen travelling 
along the coastal road, 
their 
marked 

buildings as they proceed¬ 
ed from village to village, 
hunting as they went/* 

When it was possible, 
the ship put ashore those 
personnel she could spare 
to do what they could to 
help the stretched UN 
force and the hungry, sick 
arid distressed victims of 
the Indonesian militia, 

In between sea duties to 
keep watch on Indonesian 
naval units, Glasgow's Lynx 
ferried ashore officers and 
sailors whose expertise was 
used to make more secure 
and more habitable the 
compound occupied by the 
British joint headquarters 
in the capital. Dili. 

A few miles south of the 
town, in a shanty settle¬ 
ment in the foothills, the 
ship’s doctor. Surgeon-Lt 
Jonathan Carl>. and STD 
Emma Sandon went ashore 
with the Glasgow's eighi- 
man Royal Marines 
detachment to set up a 
temporary clinic for people too fright¬ 
ened to return to their homes. 

Working with a doctor from the Royal 
Gurkha Rifles. Lt Carty and Emma treat¬ 
ed over 100 people - mostly mothers with 
young children. And using drugs brought 
ashore from the shin, they worked 
through a long, hot day, dealing with 
everything ranging from gunshot wounds 
to babies suffering from chest infections. 

“It's been very different from what 1 
expected/* said Emma. “Really, it/s been 
quite shocking. But it's a great feeling to 
know that we have been doing something 
to help." 

While the medical work continued, the 
RM detachment kept watch with the 
Gurkhas from the hills above the shanty 
settlement. 

The Marines' Commanding Officer, 
Capt Stephen Hart, said his men were in 
their element. He said: M We've all been 
very keen to gel ashore on the ground in 
East Timor rather than just remain on 


hoard within sight of all that's happening 
here,” 

Later in the deployment, Lt Carty was 
able lo set up another clinic - this time in 
the village of Dare, and with STD Louise 
Penrose assisting him. 

With a Gurkha doctor and a doctor 
from a Portuguese charity, they treated 
several hundred patients in the foyer of a 
church. 

Meanwhile, the Marines provided dri¬ 
vers to help ferry people back to their 
homes in Dtli - including prominent inde¬ 
pendence leaders - while the other mem¬ 
bers of the detachment stood guard with 
British Gurkha soldiers. And that night 
the Commandos carried out patrols of 
Dili in company with the Gurkhas. 

Before she left East Timor, HMS 
Glasgow, under her CO, Cdr John King, 
was visited by the commander of the 
International Force (INTERFET) t 
Australian Major-General Peter 
Cosgrove, and the commander of British 


forces in the operation. Brigadier David 
Richards. 

While on hoard. General Cosgrove 
addressed the ship's company and 
expressed appreciation lor what the 
Glasgow had done. 

Thanks came, loo, from Defence 
Secretary George Robertson In London, 
He said Glasgow had carried out an 
invaluable role as part of INTERFETs 
maritime component, helping in the rapid 
deployment of effective forces on the 
grou nd. 

"Her smooth and seamless integration 
with other ships of the Royal Australian 
Navy and other nations in the region was 
a model of co-operation and a tribute to 
the professionalism of the men and 
women on board. 

“Now that her tasks are complete l 
wish her a safe and speedy return lo the 
UK where her crew can be reunited with 
their families and enjoy a well-earned 
rest.” 
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People in the News 



Aviator is 
left high 
and dry! 

NAVAL AVIATOR Paul Glover was left high and dry 
by colleagues in 771 Squadron during his last ever 
flight with the Navy 

The Warrant Officer from Culdrose, who hm retired after 34 
years, was ‘volunteered* to take part in a training exercise which 
saw him winched on to the top of Godrevy lighthouse] 

Paul started his training at HMS of Sea Kings during a night-vision 
St Vincent, Gosport, and made his sortie over the Mediterranean 
first flight with 771 Squadron in with the Tailored Air Group in 
1971, Since then he has served HMS Ocean, during exercise 
with many different ships and Argonaut, 
squadrons and has recorded over Formerly a Gazelle and Lynx 
5,IHN) Dying hours in his log book, instructor with H47 NAS, Lt Price 

Paul, who Lives with his wife Sue became the first SD Royal Marine 
in M awn an Smith, finally hung up Pilot to convert to the Sea King 
his Fleet Air Arm flying overalls Iasi July. After Exercise Argonaut, 
and helmet in favour of a civilian he will deploy to Bosnia with B 
instructor's job at RN Air Station Flight 845 NAS in support of the 
Culdrose. Implementation Force, 

□ □ □ 

Another aviation milestone was 
passed when 845 Squadron's Lt 
Glyn Price achieved his 3,000th 
Dying hour. 

The Roy a I Marin es Li eu tc n a n l 
was flying in a low-level formation 


IDEE PHONE CHIU 




• STILL MARRIED: Former RM Bandsman Len Lovett with 
his wife Barbara. They are pictured with the Rev ten Nay tor 
in the chapel where they married exactly SO years ago. 


Chapel revisited after 
50 years of marriage 

STAFF at HMS Excellent made sure that Len and 
Barbara Lovells 50th wedding anniversary was 
almost as memorable as the day they were married. 

The couple were married at St Barbara’s, HMS Excellent, 
In 1949 and they returned to the Church to confirm their 
vows exactly 50 years later. 

Len was a Royal Marines Bandsman and Barbara was a 
typist in the Experimental Department at HMS Excellent 
when they met at a Ship's Company dance in 1946. 

Three years later they were married at St Barbara s and 
the couple were delighted to be able to revisit the Church 
for the ceremony conducted by HMS Excellent's Rev Ian 
Naylor half a century later. 

During their visit the Lovells were brought up to date with 
the many changes at HMS Excellent on a tour guided by 
museum curator Lt Cdr Brian Witts and they were enter¬ 
tained to lunch in the Wardroom. 





rn TM UP HEREt WO Paul Glover; who ended his last flight with 
771 NAS on the top Godrevy Lighthouse . 


Brothers in arms 


SUBMARINERS like to think of themselves as part of one big 
happy family but for HMS Trafalgar’s Neil and Paul Robinson it's 
actually true. 


The pair are brothers and arc 
believed to be the only siblings 
serving together at sea in the 
submarine Dot ilia. 

Trafalgar’s long-serving Chef 
Neil Robinson had the unique 
task of awarding dolphins to his 
younger brother Writer Paul 
Robinson when he joined the 


submarine after eight years in 
the surface flotilla. 

The brothers both sailed with 
HMS Trafalgar during her 
recent South Atlantic deploy¬ 
ment and were able to sample 
the four-star delights of Port 
Canaveral during the Trafalgar’s 
run ashore there. 
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• 3,000 hours: Lt Price RM 


Medics put 
to the test 

SEVENTY officers and 
ratings of the RNR 
Medical Branch took 
part in a major casualty 
handling exercise on 
board HMS Bristol. 

The exercise was was 
witnessed by Medical 
Director General (Royal 
Navy) Surg Rear Admiral 
|an Jenkins and was part 
of a two-week training 

G eriod run by Surg Cdr 
/arren Luke from Fort 
Blockhouse. 
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People jn the News 



IN BRIEF 


TV challenge 

ENGINEERS from HMS 
Sultan pitied their wits against 
a gang of hikers on the 
Channel 4 TV show Scmpheap 
Challenge. 

Lieutenants Mark Downer, 
Doug Richardson and 
Samantha Donnelly were given 
just ten hours to build an 
amphibious vehicle from sal¬ 
vaged machinery, 

But they were beaten by 
the bikers in the final race 
after engine starting prob¬ 
lems, an" over-long propeller 
shaft and dubious steering led 
to disaster. 

Sicilian MBE 

FIFTEEN years of dedicated 
service to the Royal Navy has 
been recognised with the award 
of an honorary MBE to lhe 
Service's Sicilian agent Mi mo 
Sc iotto. 

His most recent accomplish¬ 
ments include the success of 
three highly important opera¬ 
tional visits by HMS Splendid 
during the Kosovo crisis, but 
his service is always above and 
beyond the terms of his con¬ 
tract. 

Mimo, who is also famous 
for the success of his ward¬ 
room and SR parlies, was pre¬ 
sented with the honour by 
Captain Graham Wiltshire on 
hoard RFA Sir Per civ ale at 
Palermo. 


£3,000 win 



GREAT news awaited 
HMS Victorious s operator 
maintainor PJ Beautyman 
(above) when he returned 
from the boat's latest patrol. 

While he was at sea his 
numbers came up in the 
RN/RM Sports Lottery and he 
won a top prize of £3,000) 

OM Beautyman was pre¬ 
sented with the cash by his CO, 
Cdr Peter McDonnell. 

Back log 

THE NAVY came to the res¬ 
cue when a fallen tree blocked 
a stretch of the Grand Union 
Canal 

Ll Alan Bond, POSA Steve 
Prior and CPO Steve Vitali 
came upon a backlog of boats 
during a narrow boat voyage on 
the Andrew', sponsored by 
Hag Officer Naval Aviation. 

The trio volunteered their 
services and they were quickly 
able to dear the large willow 
with bow and chain saws. 

Cook's tour 

THE MASTER of the 
Worshipful Company of Cooks 
was invited to spend a day with 
the RN to see how the Navy 
caters for its staff, 

Mr Donald Hodgson's first 
call was to the galley of HMS 
Norfolk where he was in time 
to serve lunch with supply offi¬ 
cer Lt Cdr Alison Towler. And 
after a visit to the RN Supply 
School to lour the Cookery, 
Catering and Steward Schools 
he said he was impressed 
cheerfulness and enthusiasm of 
all the staff that he had met. 


flweigh day at 
Leeds Castle 

SAILORS from HMS Leeds 
Castle added a nautical 
flavour to a fun day at 
Leeds Castle in Kent, 

Lt Cdr Ian McGhie, WEM 
Tony Longrigg and MEM Terry 
Dyer represented the ship at 
castle's annual balloon festival 
Visitors were also delighted 
to see scale models of the past 
and present HMS Leeds 
Castle, built by Dick Curr from 
Chatham and Sid Skinner from 
Bromley, doing battle on the 
boating lake. 

Navy climber 
sets a new 
world record 



N AVY DIVER Eamon Fulien is on top of the world after climbing the highest 
peaks in ail 47 European countries - setting a brand new mountaineering 
world record . 


EamoiVs hopes of clinching the record last 
year were dashed when storms forced him back 
from the summit of Mount Shkara in Georgia 
(Navy News, September 199S). 

Then a deployment with HMS Endurance meant 
that he had to wail another year before making his 
next attempt on the remote mountain which rises to 
5,200 metres in the former Russian Republic, 

After driving across Europe in a four-wheel-drive 
Camel Trophy vehicle provided by his Land Rover 
sponsors, he and his guide were again held up on 
Shkara by had weather. 

Eamon said: "The weather was really bad. we didn't 
see the sky for days and we had to wait. The climb usu¬ 
ally takes five days but it took us 12. We ran out of 
food but there was no way we were coming down/' 

The day after their rations were finally exhausted 
the weather eased off a little and Eamon made it to 
the summit and back safely, albeit nine kilos lighter 
than when he set out) 

Shkara was E a men's 46 th European conquest and it 
left just one more mountain to secure the new world 
record beyond doubt -Turkey's Mount Ararat. 

Ararat is 5,137m high but it's considered an easy 
climb by experienced mountaineers, with access to the 
mountain being the real difficulty. Turkey's internal 
security problems moan that the region is dosed to 
foreigners and Ararat has not been officially climbed 
since 1992. 

But with the help of a guide who knows the moun¬ 
tain by nighi, Eamon was able to reach the snow line 
undetected by the estimated 30,000 Turkish troops sta¬ 
tioned in the area. 

By hiding in caves during the day and climbing in 
ravines at night, he was able to ascend under the cover 
of darkness and reached the summit soon after dawn 
on his second day. 

Eamon said: “When I reached the summit of 
Shkara there were no celebrations, not even a hand¬ 
shake, It’s a very dangerous mountain and we still had 



• Leading Diver Eamon Fulien pictured in 
Turkey with his Camet Trophy Land Rover. 
Ararat can just be through the haze. 


to get down, avoiding avalanches, ice falls, everything, 
"But at the top of Ararat 1 knew I'd done it and it 

was.brilliant! All 1 had to worry about was getting 

caught and being put in prison!” 

Summit photos taken by Eamon and letters left at 
the top of Ararat by Russian climbers are being exam¬ 
ined by The Guinness Book of Records and his achieve¬ 
ment is expected to be recognised in the 2000 edition. 

It took Eamon more than seven years to conquer all 
47 European peaks in between Service commitments, 
but taking a rest after his record-breaking perfor¬ 
mance is the last thing on his mind. 

He deploys again with HMS Endurance in 
December and he is planning to tackle an even bigger 
challenge than the European record on his return. 

The details are being kept under wraps while he 
negotiates unpaid leave for nis next adventure but he 
promises it will be "bigger, badder and a lot more dan¬ 
gerous” than his European exploits. Watch this space... 


Reservists do RNLI proud 


RESERVISTS from HMS 
Sherwood provided a uni¬ 
formed presence at the 
launch of the RNLt’s latest 
inshore lifeboat the Pride 
of Sherwood/ 

The new Atlantic 75 was 
bought and paid for by the 
people of Nottinghamshire 
and the dedication service 
was held on the banks of the 
River Trent in Nottingham. 

Pictured (right) with the new 
vessel are MSA Paula Berry, 
Seaman Alistair Dean, ANN 
Catherine Richards and 
Seaman Andrew Osbourne, 
who are all from the Reserve 
Training Centre in 

Nottingham's Chalfont Drive. 




• Lf Cdr Keneaty presents the Bulawayo Trophy to Lt Cdr Clegg 
in the presence of POPT Steer and WO Johnson and expedition 
members CPO Jan Mayne, LCH Dicky Bird t LtVEJVf Jason 
Wardleworth and WMEM Amanda Parkinson. Picture sfpu 


Peruvian expedition 
was year's best 


AN EXPEDITION to Machu Picchu in Peru by sailors from 
HMS Endurance has been voted as the best adventurous 
training mission of the year. 

Fourteen members of the Ship's Company completed the trek 
along the famous Inca Trail from Cu^co to the ruins of the Inca 
city which were only rediscovered at the turn of the century. 

The expedition, organised in the Spring by Endurance s POP! 
Dean Steer, was selected by Fleet Recreation Officer Lt Cdr Tim 
Kenealy as the best of over 50 entries competing for the title and 
the prestigious Bulawayo Trophy. 

Lt Cdr Kenealy and Assistant FRO, WO Tommy Johnson, visit¬ 
ed the ship in dry dock in Portsmouth and presented the Trophy 
to Endurance’s First Lieutenant, Lt Cdr Martin Clegg. 

With the aid of a guide, the team completed the 33km trail in 
just 44 hours. Tourist groups usually spend three days on the 
trek, with the porters carrying the bulk of their equipment 
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Reservists do RNLI proud 


TV challenge 


ENGINEERS from HMS 
Sultan pitted their wits against 
a gang of hikers on the 
Channel 4 TV show Scrapheup 
Challenge, 

Lieutenants Mark Downer, 
Do ug R ie ha rdso n and 
Samantha Donnelly were given 
just ten hours to build an 
amphibious vehicle from sab 
vaged machinery'. 

But they were beaten by 
the hikers in the final race 
after engine starting prob¬ 
lems. an over-long propeller 
shaft and dubious steering led 
to disaster. 


Sicilian MBE 


FIFTEEN years of dedicated 
service to the Royal Navy has 
been recognised with the award 
of an honorary MBE to the 
' Service's Sicilian agent Mi mo 
Sc i otto. 

His nutst recent accomplish¬ 
ments include the success of 
three highly important opera¬ 
tional visits by HMS Splendid 
during the Kosovo crisis, bui 
his service is a I way's above and 
beyond the terms of his con¬ 
tract. 

Mimo, who is also famous 
for the success of his ward¬ 
room and SR parties, was pre¬ 
sented with the honour by 
Captain Graham Wiltshire on 
hoard RFA Sir Pereivale at 
Palermo, 


THE NAVY came to the res¬ 
cue w hen a fallen Iree blocked 
a stretch of the Grand Union 
Canal 

It Alan Bond, POSA Steve 
Prior and CPO Steve Vitali 
came upon a backlog of boats 
during a narrow boat voyage on 
the ‘Andrew \ sponsored by 
Flag Officer Naval Aviation, 

The trio volunteered their 
services and they were quickly 
able to clear the large willow 
with bow and chain saws. 

Cook's torn* 

THE MASTER of the 
Worshipful Company of Cooks 
was invited to spend a day with 
the RN to see how the Navy 
caters for its staff. 

Mr Donald Hodgson's first 
call was to the galley of HMS 
Norfolk where he was in time 
to serve lunch with supply offi¬ 
cer Lt Cdr Alison Tow ler. And 
after a visit to the RN Supply 
School to tour the Cookery, 
Catering and Steward Schools 
he said he was impressed 
cheerfulness and enthusiasm of 
all the staff that he had met. 


RESERVISTS from HMS 
Sherwood provided a uni¬ 
formed presence at the 
launch of the RNLI's latest 
Inshore lifeboat the ‘Pride 
of Sherwood.' 

The new Atlantic 75 was 
bought and paid for by the 
people of Nottinghamshire 
and the dedication service 
was held on the banks of the 
River Trent in Nottingham. 

Pictured (right) with the new 
vessel are MSA Paula Berry, 
Seaman Alistair Dean, ANN 
Catherine Richards and 
Seaman Andrew Osbourne, 
who are all from the Reserve 
Training Centre in 
Nottingham's Chalfont Drive. 


£3,000 win 


G R E AT n e ws awa t tc d 
HMS Victorious^ operator 
maintainor PJ Bcuutyman 
i above) when he returned 
from the boat's latest patrol 
While he was at sea his 
numbers came up in the 
RN RM Sports Lottery and he 
won a top prize of £3.(X>0! 

OM Beauty man was pre¬ 
sented w ith the cash by his CO. 
Cdr Peter McDonnell 

Back log 


Aweigh day at 


Leeds Castle 


sets a new 


N AVY DIVER Eamon Pullen is on top of the world after climbing the highest 
peaks in all 47 European countries - setting a brand new mountaineering 
world record . 


Eamon's hopes of clinching the record last 
year were dashed when storms forced him hack 
"from the summit of Mount Shkara in Georgia 
(Navy News, September 1998), 

Then a deployment w ith HMS Endurance meant 
that he had t« wait another year before making his 
next attempt on the remote mountain which rises to 
5,200 metres m the former Russian Republic, 

After driving across Europe in a four-wheel-drive 
Camel Trophy vehicle provided by his Land Rover 
sponsors, he and his guide were again held up on 
Shkara by bad weather. 


• LEEDS CASTLE: WEM Terry Longrigg and MEM Terry Dyer at 
the balloon festival at Leeds Castle , Kent, 


SAILORS from HMS Leeds 
Castle added a nautical 
flavour to a fun day at 
Leeds Castle in Kent. 

Lt Cdr Ian McGhle, WEM 
Tony Longrigg and MEM Terry 
Dyer represented the ship at 
castle's annual balloon festival. 

Visitors were also delighted 
to see scale models of the past 
and present HMS Leeds 
Castle, built by Dick Curr from 
Chatham and Sid Skinner from 
Bromley, doing battle on the 
boating lake. 


Eamon said: “The weather was really had, we didn't 
see the sky for days and we had to wail. The climb usu¬ 
ally takes five days but it look us 12. We ran out of 
food but there was no way we were coming down.** 

The day after their rations were finally exhausted 
the weather eased off a little and Eamon made it to 
the summit and back safely, albeit nine kilos lighter 
than when he set out! 

Shkara was Eamon s 46th European conquest and it 
left just one more mountain to secure the new world 
record beyond doubt -Turkey's Mount Ararat. 

Ararat is 5,137m high hut it's considered an easy 
climb by experienced mountaineers, with access to the 
mountain being the real difficulty. Turkey's internal 
security problems mean that the region is closed to 
foreigners and Ararat has not been officially climbed 
since 1992. 

But with the heip of a guide who knows the moun¬ 
tain by mght. Eamon was able to reach the snow tine 
undetected by the estimated 31MXX1 Turkish troops sta¬ 
tioned in the area. 

By hiding in caves during the day and climbing in 
ravines at mght, he was able to ascend under the cover 
of darkness and reached the summit soon after dawn 
on his second day, 

Eamon said: "When l reached the summit of 
Shkara there were no celebrations, not even a hand¬ 
shake. It's a very dangerous mountain and we still had 


• Leading Diver Eamon Fallen pictured in 
Turkey with his Camel Trophy Land Rover. 
Ararat can just be through the haze. 

to get down, avoiding avalanches, ice falls, everything, 
"But at the top of Ararai l knew I’d done it and it 

was.. brilliant! All 1 had to worry' about was getting 

caught and being put in prison!** 

Summit photos taken by Eamon and letters left at 
the top of Ararat by Russian climbers are being exam¬ 
ined by The Guinness Book of Records and his achieve¬ 
ment is expected to be recognised in the 2000 edition. 

It took Eamon more than seven years to conquer all 
47 European peaks in between Sen ice commitments, 
hut taking a rest after his record-breaking perfor¬ 
mance is the Iasi thing on his mind. 

He deploys again with HMS Endurance in 
December and he is planning to tackle an even bigger 
challenge than the European record on his return. 

The details are being kept under wraps while he 
negotiates unpaid leave for nis next adventure but he 
promises it will be "bigger, badder and a lot more dan¬ 
gerous" than his European exploits. Watch this space... 


LATCOM 


2 Churchgatei, 
The Witdcrnesr, 
Qerkhimpticd, 
Htru HP4 2U8 


Email ;sjiles@laecom, co.uk 

We have three excellent opportunities for the 
following engineers: 

RF Hardware Engineer 
Digital Hardware Engineer 
Manpac Terminal Engineer 

All of the above positions are contracts and are 
working for a large communications Company in 
South Hampshire, 

We are also looking for Ada Yourdon Software Engineers. 

If you are interested in the above, please contact, 

David Raymond on 01442 291800 


Try putting this 
under the Christmas tree. 


Vuucher* &rv now Av.YiUblv tor tours Around The Royal Yacht 
Rritanma. EWrthcd in Edinburgh’s historic port of Leith, there \ 
aKo an informative Visitor Centre, caTc and shop so you can make 
a day of Lt. 1A* well as making someone's day on Dee 25thJ 


jfaf 

jttitsm 


7fix forty t jmt // Nvmemher 


To ORDER, TELEPHONE 0 1 3 1 555 5566. 


• Lf Cdr Keneafy presents the Bulawayo Trophy to Lt Cdr Clegg 
in the presence of PORT Steer and WO Johnson and expedition 
members CPO Jan Mayne t LCH Dicky Bird, LWEM Jason 
Wardleworth and WMEM Amanda Parkinson, Ptctw* $fpu 


Peruvian expedition 
was year's best 


AN EXPEDITION to Mechu Plcchu In Peru by sailors from 
HMS Endurance has been voted as the best adventurous 
training mission of the year. 

Fourteen members of the Ship's Company completed the trek 
along the famous Inca Trail from Cuzco to the ruins of the Inca 
city which were only rediscovered at the turn of the century. 

The expedition, organised in the Spring by Endurance's PORT 
Dean Steer, was selected by Fteet Recreation Officer Lt Cdr Tim 
Keneaiy as the best of over 50 entries competing for the title and 
the prestigious Bulawayo Trophy. 

Lt Cdr Kenealy and Assistant FRO, WO Tommy Johnson, visit¬ 
ed the ship in dry dock in Portsmouth and presented the Trophy 
to Endurance's First Lieutenant, Lt Cdr Martin Clegg, 

With the aid of a guide, the team completed the 33km trail in 
fust 44 hours. Tourist groups usually spend three days on the 
trek, with the porters carrying the bulk of their equipment. 


world record 


Navy climber 


@ 


Navy Mews isr now online and ,reaefy for actio 
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depths of the ocean 


GREAT swathes of the ocean 
floor have been brought into 
sharp focus, thanks to a 
marathon deployment hy the 
Navy's largest survey vessel. 

HMS Scott has returned from a 
year-long deployment, during 
which she mapped an area equal in 
size to the British Isles, Denmark, 
Holland and Belgium combined. 

She was able to complete one of 
the Navy's longest peacetime 


deployment in over 30 years using 
a three-watch manning system. 

The vessel is run hy 42 of the 
ship's company of 63, while the 
remainder is on leave. 

Each crew member works 75 
days in the ship before having 30 
days off. allowing Scott to spend 
more than 300 days at sea. 

She started off the south-west 
coast, determining the extent of 
the UK's continental shelf. 

Scott then passed through the 


Mediterranean and Suez Canal to 
the Indian Ocean to begin the 
largest and most productive survey 
of the region ever achieved. 

The ship s Swathe Array Sonar 
System is capable of surveying ISO 
square kilometres per hour in 
depths of 4,000 metres. 

Scott's Commanding Officer, 
Cdr Trevor Home, said: “The sur¬ 
faces of Mars and Venus are better 
mapped than the deep ocean sea 
beds of the Earlh. 


“With Scott's surveying capabili¬ 
ty. we can map those sea beds 
faster and more accurately than 
was ever possible before." 

Scot! visited Dubai, Muscat and 
the Seychelles, but remained on 
task over Christmas, 

After a spell of maintenance in 
Gibraltar she spent the summer in 
the Atlantic, ranging as far as 
Madeira, Halifax and Vigo. 

Scott will be in her home base of 
Devonpon for maintenance and 
training until she deploys for a 13- 
month programme in the Indian 
and Atlantic Oceans. 


• Bear essential - Sit Louise Thatcher practises with the 
expedition team s anti-polar bear rifle in Spitzbergen. Louise 
was part of Expedition Frozen Summits , climbing high peaks 
on the Arctic island only 600 miles from the North Pole, and 
where the five members had to be constantly atert to the dan¬ 
gers of polar bears and hidden crevasses , The other four 
adventurers were Cdr Brian Pancott, Lt tan Pears , LAE A 
Steve Bright and LWEM(R) Kenny Ken worthy. The expedition 
was supported by a major grant from the RN & RM Sports 
Lottery. 


Paddlers tackle the Alps 


A NAVY paddler helped give this 
year's Joint Services Alpine kayak 
meet a truly tri-Serv»ce spread. 

Lt Craig Jordan was ihe only 
member of the RN on the trip, 
based in Landeek, Austria. 

The aim of the meet was to 
allow military paddlers to improve 
iheir kayaking skills on demanding 
Alpine rivers, starling at relatively 
easy grade 2/3 rivers to grade 6 for 


the foolhardy. 

There was also a chance to gain 
qualifications, including the White 
Water Safety course. 

Anyone keen to join next year's 
meet - dale and location to be 
arranged - should be proficient 
(minimum BCD 3 star or JS Inland 
Proficiency), 

For fun her details, contact Lt 
Jordan on 01462 752711. 



Frigate 
pays 
historic 
visit to 
remote 


HMS SOMERSET is believed to 
he the first British warship to visit 
the volcanic IIha da Trinidade in 
more lhan 100 years. 

The island lies 765 miles east of 
Rio de Janeiro, and its only inhab¬ 
itants are a party of 62 men of the 
Brazilian Navy. 

The British last occupied the 
island in 1H95 to establish a sub- 
marine cable station for communi¬ 
cations between Britain and 
Argentina, but left in 1897 after 
strong representations from Brazil 

Once a haven tor pirates- there 
is rumoured to be treasure buried 
ashore - the island has been visited 
hy astronomer Edmund Halley 
{1700) and James Cook {1775). 

Somerset landed a party of six 


officers and ratings for a couple of 
hours, and they were shown 
around by the Commanding 
Officer* Lt Cdr Machado, 

The Type 23's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr The Honourable 
Michael Cochrane, said: "It is a 
great privilege for me to be able to 
bring HMS Somerset to this dra¬ 
ma lie island. 

"The island does not receive 
many visitors, and l was warmly 
welcomed hy L| Cdr Machado and 
his team. 

“The visit to our Brazilian naval 
colleagues, who work at the impor¬ 
tant weather station based here, is 
a clear indication or the strong 
relationship between our two 
navies." 


Belfast honours 
wartime hero 

THE ONLY man from Northern Ireland to be award¬ 
ed the Victoria Cross during the Second World 
War has been honoured at a ceremony in Belfast. 

LS James Magennis gained the decoration for 
his courage as a crew member of a midget sub* 
marine which planted limpet mines on Japanese 
ships in Singapore in the summer of 1945. 

The Lord Mayor of Belfast, Cllr Bob Stoker, 
unveiled the Portland stone and bronze memorial 
in the grounds of the city hall, watched by 
Magennis's Commanding Officer, Cdr Ian Fraser - 
who was also awarded the VC - and members of 
Magennis's family. The memorial comes as a 
result of a campaign for recognition by a Royal 
Navy veteran, George Fleming, 

• Tribute - Cdr tan Fraser and Ctlr Bob Stoker with 
the new memorial to James Magennis. 

Picture: Ham$on Photography. 



£» 5 NAVY OFFER 



EXLRO(G) 
STEVE MORRIS 

SALES DIRECTOR SAYS 
'Give my staff a call for 
friend fy; helpful advice on all 
phones and every network' 


INCLUDED 
IN OUR 
EXCLUSIVE 
PACKAGE 

BOSCH 608 
POCKET 
PHONE 

FREE 

CONNECTION 

SAVING 
YOU £35 

£10 FREE 
OF 

OFF-PEAK 

CALLS 

FOR 

12 MONTHS 

FREE 

ITEMISED 

BILLING 

FREE 

ACCESSORIES 

WORTH £50 


LINE RENTAL ONLY £14.99 


Including 

VAT 


CONNECT BEFORE J0TH 
SEPTEMBER 1999 AND RECEIVE 

£10 OF OFF PEAK CALLS 
FOR 12 MONTHS 


NATIONAL CALLS 
FROM JUST Ip 

PER MINUTE 


AUTO 

ACCEPTANCE 

WITH CREDIT CARD 


FREEPHONE: 


0800 3282777 s 


Quote reference: NNEWS SEP99 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


Remember remember the .1st of iMbyember, 


.navynews.co.uk 
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To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 
Ves please! Add me to your l $hip of the Month' subscription list now* I enclose a cheque for £...... 

Name:.,.........Telephone No*: ............... 


Address: 


.*.......,........................... Postcode: ,. ..... 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card'Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 


• Memories - fun-runners from Victory Building, Second Sea Lord s headquarters in Portsmouth, 
recalled summers past when they raised money by running 1.5 miles in their lunch-break for the 
Rachel Madocks School for children and students with severe learning difficulties. 


Postcard-sized photographs can also be bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min, order £1,95] 
inc. P+P and there are over 500 to choose from in our free list. (Please allow 28 days for delivery}* 

Buy your subscription and album now and we will send 
you, absolutely free, a set of twelve assorted black and 
white postcards to get your collection started. 


Cash pours in from charity brew-ups 


Navy takes 
tea breaks 


Regulator Stephen (Jack) 
Hawkins in HMS Illustrious. 


MEN and women of the Royal 
Navy have enjoyed an unusual 
range of tea anil coffee breaks 
to help boost charity coffers. 

5 SAFA Forces Help held 1 heir 
Big Brew-Up to raise both aware¬ 
ness and cash for the chanty, winch 
helps serving and ex-Service per¬ 
sonnel and their families in need. 

And hot on its heels was the 
Macmillan Cancer Relief World's 


Legal Advice 

If you're tn the Forces there's o fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor wholl speak your language. 
The Forces Legal Network is a national group of 
established, independent solicitors who all provide: 

• FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 

• Staff with experience of service problems 

• Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 

• 24 hour emergency legal cover 

• A full range of quality assured legal services 

• Competitive fees 




|W 


The Forces Legal Network 


One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 


Biggest Coffee Morning,’ 

Among those which Ux>k pari, 
aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious 
organised a Mad Hatter It's a 
Knockout lea party at sea. 

Twenty teams paid an entry fee 
entitling them to a sticky bun. and 
they then had to survive the tour¬ 
ney through Wonderland, involv¬ 
ing chasing rabbits, sliding down 
burrows and talking riddles" 

The event raised more than 
£250* and the Teletubbies beat the 
SAS to the fancy dress prize. 

HMS CoUingwood's event was 
in the Chaplaincy coffee bar* with 
99 cups of tea yielding £105, while 
the Defence Helicopter Support 
Authority at Yeov il ton raised £1 lb. 

One of the biggest parties was at 
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, 
where guests at T-Duv included 
Prince Michael of Kent and Sooty. 

Overseas bases got in on the act. 
particularly those in Cyprus, where 
events included tea-dancing in 
Akiolsri. sky-divers dropping in for 
a drink at Dhekelia, and a morning 
of tea and Scotch pies at Episkopi, 
The final figure for ihe Big 
Brew-Up had not been calculated 
as Navy ftws went to press, hut the 
last such event, in 1997* raised 
£1 KUKHk and organisers are hop¬ 
ing to surpass that this lime. 

The Dr recto rate of Foreign and 
Commonwealth Training held a 
coffee and cakes break for the 
Macmillan appeal at HMS Nelson, 
and raised £1511 through refresh¬ 
ments and a raffle. 

Going a bundle 

BRUTE strength and determina¬ 
tion by students at Britannia Royal 
Naval College Dartmouth made 
shori work of a mountain of cloth¬ 
ing destined for Kosovo. 

Members of Upholder Division, 
St Vincent Squadron, Jed by 
Divisional Officer Lt Mark 
Malley.sicppcd in to help local aid 
coordinator Mrs Heather Harris 
shift the bundles from one storage 
unit to another before it was 
shipped by road to the Balkans. 






For only £10.50 (£12.50 surface mail 
outside the UK) you can buy a twelve 
month subscription to Navy News 
'Ship of the Month 1 , This will deliver 
to your door a black and white 
postcard- sized photograph every 
month. The featured Ship for 
November is RFA Gold Rover, 
a Royal Fleet Auxiliary fleet tanker. 

To keep your collection in perfect 
condition, £4,50 (inc P+P) will buy a 
beautiful Navy News 1 Collectors 7 
Album. With eighteen pages you will 
have plenty of space to display your 
postcards and to attach any notes 
you might want to make* 


• Not forgotten - PO Kevin Cave drops a wreath in Cromarty Firth 
during the round-Scotland cycle trip, 

1,999 miles for a 
Scottish hospital 


THREE men raised more than 
£41,00(1 far an ex-Scwicemen 
and women's hospital by 
cycling 1.999 miles around 
Scotland - and they paid trib¬ 
ute to war victims en route. 

The trio - PO Kevin Cave, 
based al Faslane, Pic Ricky Foster 
of ihe King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers, mid George Ross, for¬ 
mer KOSB and now Royal British 
Legion Scotland - made the trip 
under the title Force 99 h 

During the three-week trip, 
when they averaged around 100 
miles a day. they lay wreaths at 


nearly 2<Kl war memorials along 
the way. 

’Hie event started in Orkney and 
ended in Edinburgh. 

One wreath-laying commemo¬ 
rated the loss of HMS Natal* w r hich 
exploded in Cromarty Firth with 
the loss of 4(H) lives in 1915 when 
her magazine blew up. 

The lErskinc Hospital is being 
rebuilt as pan of a £16 million 
package, and w ill become 180-bed 
Centre of nursing care excellence. 

It was buih in 1916 to cope with 
Scottish casualties of the Great 
War. and has treated more than 
60.0(H) patients over the years. 


Just being there... 


STRANGERS at the start of 
the week, inseparable appos at 
the end - past and present 
sailors epitomise the spirit of 
the Joint Service Hosanna 
House group’s week in 
Lourdes. 

LOM fan Conglelon. of HMS 
Vanguard, said I he whole thing is 
best described as "just being there 
for somebody.”. 

And that somebody, in Ian’s 


case, was cx-POMEM Brian 
Ackland, of Plymouth, one of the 
group of disabled ex-Servicemen 
and women. 

If one of the disabled guests 
wanted to go somewhere* it was 
Ian's job, along w ith other willing 
hands, to make it happen - a good 
example of the old buddy system. 

For more information about the 
week, contact CPONN Gary 
Wright. B3 Ward, RH Haslar* 
Gosport, Hampshire. 


In Brief 


Home help 

A CHILDREN’S home in 
Gibraltar has been helped by 
the local families club. 

A cheque for £407 was hand¬ 
ed to the Bishop Mealy Home 
by Commodore Andrew Will- 
mett. Commander British 
Forces Gibraltar, on behalf of 
the Phoenix Families Club. 

Island race 

RN and RM staff have been 
invited to join The Island 
Race next year, when a 
series of runners will cover 
4,500 miles around Britain. 
Finding 30 people to repre¬ 
sent a mess or unit in one of 
the 100 legs could help raise 
up to £3 million* 

Contact Richard Haldane, 
Cloan. Auchterarder, Perth¬ 
shire PH3 1PP. or Stuart 
Nussey, 34. Hillhouse Rd, 
Edinburgh EH4 2AG, tel 0131 
332 9410 or see the website 
(www. theislandrace.com). 

Pulling in cash 

A CHARITY boat pull on lhe 
Rivers Lynher and Tamar* co¬ 
ordinated hy MAA Topsy 
Turner al the RN Provost HQ, 
HMS Drake, raised more than 
£1,000 for charity. 

On the hoof 

A HORSE racing evening 
organised by an RN senior 
rate at an RAF station has 
raised more than £700, 

CPO Bob Yeomans, of 705 
Naval Air Squadron, was 
behind the event at RAF 
Shawbury. attended by 150 
members and supporters of 
the Wrekin and District 
branch of the FAA Associa¬ 
tion and Shrewsbury branch 
of the RNA, along with mem¬ 
bers of the Sergeants' Mess, 
The £715 was split between 
the associations and the 
mess charitable fund. 

Free wheels 

THEBM.S SULTAN summer 
show has provided a new Tully- 
fitted van for Hampshire’s 
Bobby Appeal, which provides 
a free home security and repair 
service for elderly and vulnera¬ 
ble victims of crime. 

March masters 

HMS KING Alfred took the 
trophy for best RNR unit in 
the City of Chichester Inter¬ 
national March - and the 
seven-strong team also 
raised £270 lor St Dunstans, 
the home for blind and dis¬ 
abled ex-Service personnel. 


@ 


Online' and aTy<*ur service**: 
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rw.navynews.co.uk 
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IN BRIEF 


Merlin makes London debut 


Japanese 

visitors 

A DELEGATION from the 
Japanese naw veiled RN Air 
Station Cultfrose to take a 
dose look at the Navy's new 
multi ^mission Merlin heli- 
copter. 

Cu Id rose CO, Commodore 
Tony Hogg, and Tokyo 
Defence Attache Capt Neil 
Robertson, were the escorts 
for a Japanese navy and 
defence industry party led by 
Rear Admiral Tsutomu 
Taguchi during their visit to 
the Intensive Hying Trials 
Unit 700M. 

After a dose look at the 
Merlin itself they were given a 
comprehensive brief on engi¬ 
neering and trials before 
touring air station training, 
workshop, stores and repair 
facilities. 

Lynx link 
with Brazil 

RNAS Yeovil ton has been 
playing a key role in the train¬ 
ing of Super-Lynx pilots from 
Brazil. 

The air station has trained 
more than half of the Rio- 
based pilots in its Lynx flight 
simulator, allowing them to 
practice for emergency situa¬ 
tions which are too dangerous 
to recreate in the air. 

Brazilian officer Lt Cdr 
Carneiro Da Silva said: "This 
has been the most valuable 
flying training l have received 
in 18 years of operating the 
Lynx." 

US honour 

THE US Navy has awarded a 
Commendation Medal to Lt 
Jerry Duncan from RNAS 
Cu [arose. 

I t Duncan was serving on 
exchange with in San Diego 
and the award was for his out¬ 
standing work in pre-flight 
training for Forward Looking 
Infra-red Radar, I lellfire air- 
to-ground missiles and heli¬ 
copter anti-submarine war¬ 
fare. 


THE ROYAL Navy played a starring role in 
the biggest defence sales exhibition ever 
held in Britain. 

Visitors to Defence Sales and Equipment 
International (DSEi) had the chance to visit two 
of the Service's newest vessels after HMS 
Grafton and HMS Grimsby berthed in London's 
West India dock. 

And the Merlin helicopter made its London 
debut when Cdr Phil Shaw of 700M Squadron 
landed on the back of the Type 23 frigate which 
recently returned from operations in the Adriatic. 

At the exhibition's main site at DERA 
Chertsey, delegates were updated on develop¬ 
ments at the cutting edge of Naval technology 


with displays on the Astute-class nuclear sub¬ 
marine, the Future Carrier Programme, Joint 
Strike Fighter, and new generation frigates and 
destroyer programmes. 

Static displays included the Lynx flight from 
HMS Boxer and a full-scale mock-up of the 
Merlin Mk III utility helicopter, 

DSEi was opened by Defence Secretary Geoff 
Noon’s predecessor George Robertson, who 
underlined the Government's commitment to 
strict export controls. 

The exhibition replaces three former shows 
including the Royal Navy and British Army 
Equipment Exhibition. Over 900 manufacturers 
from 25 countries took part. 


• A Merlin helicopter from 700M intensive Flying Triats Unit at RN Air Station Culdrose lands on 
HMS Grafton in West India dock at the start of DSEi 1999. Picture: Lockheed Martin 


• COCKPIT: Jet Provost T3 
XN 573 on display at Newark. 
The Air Museum is keen to 
attract new exhibitors. 

Picture: R Biackmore 

Museum 
calls all 


AIRMEN in 771 Naval Air Squadron have been forging 
even stronger links with the emergency services person¬ 
nel they work with during search and rescue operations. 

The Cu Id rose-based squadron has been hosting a series of vis¬ 
its by paramedics from the Westcountry Ambulance Service 
which has seen them taking part in rescue sorties as well as 
spending lime with the crews on the ground. 

LI Cdr Peter Richings, CO of 771, said: 'The visits have pro¬ 
vided very valuable professional training opportunities tor both 
sides and have enabled us to have a better understanding of their 
equipment, with the ultimate aim of providing potential to offer a 
better service 1o all casualties,” 


cockpit 

collectors 

HAVE YOU got an aircraft 
cockpit? 

It may seem like an odd ques¬ 
tion hut there are growing num¬ 
bers of aviation enthusiasts who 
buy up old airframes and renovate 
the cockpits as hobby. 

If you own a cock pi l and can get 
it into tip-ton condition bv the 
Spring then Newark Air Museum 
would like to hear from vou. 

The Museum, which has an 
i mp re ssi ve co I led ion of i t s ow n, is 
going to hold an Aircraft Cockpit 
Meet 1 on the Winthorpe Airfield 
near the County Showground and 
it would like to attract as many 
exhibitors as possible. 

For details, contact Bill 
O’Sullivan, Cockpit Meet, Newark 
Air Museum, Winthorpe, Newark, 
Notts NG24 2NY as soon as possi¬ 
ble. 


Helicopters 


• TEST FLIGHT; The experimental VAAC Harrier prepares to land 


TEST PILOTS have been conducting trials with a new 
system which could radically reduce the work load on 
Harrier pilots during launch and recovery. 

The VSTOL Aircraft Active Control System allows airmen to 
control the aircraft using two 'interceptors' rather than the 
throttle, nozzle and stick of the conventional Harrier, with the 
aim of incorporating the system in the proposed Joint Strike 
Fighter. 

To test the system, the Defence Evaluation and Research 
Agency (DERA) have converted a T Mk2/4 two-seater Harrier 
where much of the rear cockpit is filled with research controls 
and equipment. 

And it made its first landing at sea on HMS Illustrious, in the 
capable hands of Fit Lt John Lawson (RAF) and LI Phil Hayde 
RN from the fast jet test squadron at Boscombe Down, 
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SPECIAL RATES FOR THE 
SHORT CROSSING ROUTES 

DOVER - CALAIS : DOVER • OSTEND 
F0LKST0NE - BOULOGNE 
NEWHAVEN - DIEPPE 

WITH 

HOVERSPEED: EUROTUNNEL: P&O SIENA: SEAFRANCE 


CALL FOR THE LOWEST PRICES 






DISCOUNTED PRICES ON MOST OTHER ROUTES WITH 

P&O EUROPEAN : P&O NORTH SEA FERRIES : STENA LINE 
BRITTANY FERRIES : SCANDINAVIAN SEAWAYS 

ALSO CALL FOR COMPETITIVE FLIGHTS TO USA & CANADA 


SERVICES 

TRAVEL 

CENTRE 


Building 271 
RAF Brampton 


TJ i- 'W 


Cambs 
PEI 8 8QL 

Tel: 01480 436655 
Fax: 01480 436653 

E-mail 

travel@stc.clara.net 

Website 

www.stc.clara.net 


ABTA, IATA & AT0L 
LICENSED 




Visit strengthens ties 
with rescue services 


brought 
under one 
command 

M ORE THAN 12,000 personnel and over 350 
helicopters are to be brought under a single 
command with the launch of a new Joint 
Helicopter Command at Wilton near Salisbury. 

maximum support for land, special 
forces and amphibious operat ions. 
At the launch of the new com- 


Thc new outfit will bring peace¬ 
time control of all of Britain's bat¬ 
tlefield helicopters together for 
the first lime. 

Included are the Navy's 
Commando Helicopter Force, all 
operational Army Air Corps air¬ 
craft, all Royal Air Force support 
helicopters, and the new 16 Air 
Assault Brigade. They will all 
come under the Command of 
JHCHQon I April, 

The move reflects the increas¬ 
ingly vital role which helicopters 
play on the modem battlefield and 
is designed to help co-ordinate 
planning, training and resources 
across all three Services to ensure 


mand, which saw the unveiling of 
the first all-new British Apache 
attack helicopter. Armed Forces 
Minister John Spellar said: “The 
21st Century will demand new 
ways of working from our Armed 
Forces. 

‘The Army. Navy and Air 
Force, while superbly capable in 
lheir individual disciplines* are 
even more effective when they 
work together." 

The JHC will have an annual 
budget of OX) million and will 
control assets worth £1.4 billion. 


LUSTY TRIALS FLY 
BY WIRE HARRIER 
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Old enemies join 

in Londonderry 

commemoration 


Commemorative Millennium Medallion 

Mrdattiim fHIS Victory, Pttrtsmuuth on one xitlc with 

ihf Xfitirnnium [httnr, (item with 2000 riji thr mvrrst. 

TUf limited edihon is rrstrictrel (»tint) HKKI worldwide, 

{ preirntaftit* hr *lrtJ ti numbrtrd Ccrtificiltr trf 
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Kiivli mtdiilljiin is illUKI induMve of postil^ 
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...when the light fades, 
we don’t 


Used By Special Forces 



S3101P 

El29.99 inc p&p 
normal rrp £179.95 


A hundred times brighter than 
conventional luminous dial markings, 
creating the most efficient light source 
possible, without using arty batteries, 
buttons or exposure to light. 



S3001N 

£99.99 inc p&p 
normal rrp £129.00 


Reputed to be the easiest watch in the 
world to read in low light conditions*.* 
even in total darkness, 

tight source guaranteed for 10 ytwrs 
Water resistant to 200m 


BUY NOW 

Magnolia House. 19 Stour Road. Christchurch Dorset 8H231PI England Tel 07900-87 27-37 Fax 07Q00 86-26-36 


Convoy escorts alongside in Londonderry . 
w inboard ship in tha foreground is base 
guardship HWS Foxglove. 


THE SPIRIT of reconcilia¬ 
tion promises to make 
the 55th anniversary of 
the Battle of the Atlantic 
a memorable weekend 
for Londonderry in May. 

Invitations have been issued 
by the Londonderry branch of 
the Royal Naval Association, 
who are organising the event, 
to allies and former enemies in 
the hope that everyone 
involved will be represented in 
Northern Ireland. 

It is hoped that ihe commemora¬ 
tion will he the hugest to date. 

"We have invited all the navies 
lhat were stationed here during 1 he 
war to return to join with us in our 
wee kend - Umg com me mo rn t ions 
and celebrations*” said co-organis- 
er Ken Kerr. 

"Those navies come from 
Canada, Ihe United States* 
Norway, India, Poland, France, 
Belgium, Russia, the Netherlands 



and. of course* Ihe Royal Navy* 
“Those commemorations will 
see for the first time the involve¬ 
ment of our former adversaries, ihe 
German and Italian navies, invited 
in the spirit of reconciliation - for¬ 
mer enemies now united in defend¬ 
ing peace in Europe. 

We have also invited the 
Irish navy - they are our 
neighbours, and men of 
theirs died in the wars.” 

Ken said the entire community 
of Northern Ireland has been given 
the opportunity lo join in. 

Schools can enter a poster com¬ 
petition based on the Baltic of the 


Atlantic* and there will be a parade 
of floats and bands looking hack to 
the war and into the new mi lie onl¬ 
ine VIP 

lions, and Mr Ken said the Mayor 
of Londonderry and city council¬ 
lors fully support the plans, white 
local hotels are offering special 
rates for veterans visiting the com¬ 
memorations. Stem Line is offer¬ 
ing special rates for coaches or 
minibuses taking participants to 
Londonderry. 

The draft programme lor the 
weekend, on May 5 to S, includes a 
reception for visiting ships on the 
Friday* a parade of floats and ships 


Around the Branches 


Lymington 

Branch president. Shipmate 
Robin Tubbs, presented life mem¬ 
bership lo Shipmate A. S, Brown, 
social secretary for 12 years - six 
with Green ford branch. Shipmate 
Sidney Wearns was awarded the 
retiring standard bearer's certifi¬ 
cate for his seven years' service, 
and certificates of appreciation 
went to Shipmates Joan Wearn - 
treasurer for eight years - and 
Violet Browm for her assistance lo 
the social secretary. 

Telford 

Falling membership and infirmi¬ 
ty has forced the closure of the 
branch* the £6,590 charity fund 
being disbursed to Princess Royal 
Hospital Coronary Care Unit 
(£2.000). No, X Area welfare fund 
(£750), six Naval and local charities 
(£500 each), Telford Sea Cadet 
unit (£440) and the Royal British 
Legion { £40(1), 

Port Phillip Bay 

The first Australian uckers com¬ 
petition has been fought out by 
teams from Melbourne and 
Geelong branches, former mem¬ 
bers of the WRNS, Royal Marines, 


PICTURE 


WINNING ENTRY in our 
September competition was 
sent in by l. E. Rothwell of 
Windermere, Cumbria. 

He identified the mystery pie* 
lure as that of the cruiser HMS 
Liverpool (1937-58). 

For the £30 prize he also 
named as Calabria the first 
World War it battle involving 
capital ships in the Mediterra¬ 
nean and which Liverpool was 
an escorting cruiser. For anoth¬ 
er £30 name the vessel In the 
picture from which this detail 
was taken. 

Complete the coupon and send it lo 
Mystery f^crune, Navy News. HMS NeJson 
Portsmouth POl 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answdfs wilt go into a prize draw 
lo esLabnsh n Winner. 

Closing dote tor entries is December 
15 More than one entry can be submitted, 
bul photocopies cannot be itccepted 

Op not include anything also In your 
envelope, no correspondence can be 
entered Into nnd no entry returned. The 
winner will bo annotincod in ooi January 
edition. The compel It Ion b not open to 
Navy Nows employees or their families. 


I boys 
and 


HMS 


1IMS Si Vincent 
Ganges. 

Finalists were the Royals and 
Ganges buys, the latter winning the 
iropny thanks to the skills of 
Shipmates John I lun mint and 
Charles Brewster. 

Liss & District 


Shipmates Simon SiUentx* and 
Eric Hartley - No. 3 Area and lass 
standard bearers respectively - 
took part in the parade of Naval 
standards at trie last Royal 
lournamcni. Fifty members of the 
branch were there to watch them. 

On the way home they were 
entertained by Basingstoke branch. 

The Liss standard has been 
paraded at a Sea Sunday service at 
Liltlehampion and Guildford* at a 
mayoral service ai Aldershot and a 
Last Night of the Proms ai Woking. 
It was also due to be paraded at the 
RNA biennial remembrance ser¬ 
vice in Whitehall on October 24. 


open lo visitors on the Saturday, 
and a memorial service and RAF 
fly-past on the Sunday. 

If anyone would like more 
details, or wishes to take pari, they 
should contact Mr Kerr at the 
Services Club. 125, Spencer Road. 
Londonderry* or telephone 01504 
2X41X8, 0403 344071* or e-mail 
john (<? jH-hea vrn.frcesrne. co. uk 
Londonderry was one of the 
main naval bases for Atlantic con¬ 
voy escorts, supporting more than 
160 ships from ten navies* and the 
city was home To 4(MKK) sailors. 
There were also five air stations 
in the area* including RN ail sta¬ 
tions Gannct and Shrike. 


Frinton & Walton 

Two members of the branch 
accompanied by their wives took 
part w ith 2.4011 serving and ex-serv¬ 
ing personnel in the annual 
Veterans Parade in Weymouth, 
Fifty members and friends attend¬ 
ed a social evening hosted by 
Thurrtiek branch who are due to 
attend Frinton & Walton s branch 
dance on December IS. 

Cork & County 

Shipmate Tom Rateiiffe had the 
holiday of a lifetime in Australia 
ihanks to the kindness of ship¬ 
mates in Sydney* Perth and 
Fremantle At the invitation of 
Sydney branch chairman. Shipmate 
Jim Seagcr. he took part with RN 
ship associations in the Anzac Day 
parade. 

In Perth he was given a VIP tour 
of the city, conducted by Shipmale 
Ivan Hunter, and was raven a warm 
welcome by Shipmate Ken Peberdy 
in Fremantle, 
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Association 



Names of Lydney’s 27 set in stone 







Stan scoops a 
flyaway prize 


THE 27 SERVICEMEN of 
Lydney who gave their 
lives during the Second 
World War have now 
received a permanent 
memorial, unveiled at a 
dignified and moving cere¬ 
mony by the life vice pres¬ 
ident of the Gloucester¬ 
shire town's RNA branch, 
Shipmate Mary Watts. 

Previously Lydneys 1939- 
45 war dead were commemo¬ 
rated by 27 rose bushes in 
Bathurst Park. But problems 
over upkeep led the RNA to 
propose an alternative - a 
Forest of Dean boulder that 
will retain its fresh look 


through all weathers 

Before the unveiling in the j 
park, the Roll of Honour was 
read by Lydney RNA branch 
chairman, Shipmate Keith 
Foster; by Royal British 
Legion branch chairman. Bill 
Johns; and by the president of 1 
the RAF Association, Wing 
Cdr Eric Higgs. 

A wreath was laid by the 
president of Lydney RNA. 
Shipmate Arthur Beverslock 
and the Kohima Epitaph was 
read by the chairman of ihe 
Forest of Dean Burma Star 
Association, Les Harper. The 
service was conducted by the 
RNA branch padre, the Rev 
Patricia Pinkerton, 


Doha, star 
of the East 

A POPULAR port of cal! for 
Royal Navy ships in the Gulf is 
the thriving RNA branch of 
Doha in Qatar, 

What makes it ;i home from 
home for visiting sailors is the wel¬ 
come and generous hospitality 
they receive from members, 
including invites to their homes 
and it full diary or social events. 

Among those that have visited 
this year are officers and sailors 
from HM shins Invincible, Beaver. 
Boxer and I he RFAs Uraittfcleuf 
and OrangeEcuf 

The generosity of the 40-mem- 
her branch also extends to regular 
and large charitable contributions, 
the most recent being £ 1.500 for 
the RNA Central Charities Fund. 

Since the branch's formation 
lert years ago, its members stage a 
i a file at each ol their meetings - 
held two or three times a month. 
Fund-raising is also helped by 
Trafalgar Nights, May balls anil 
the sate of diaries, mugs and other 
items. 

"*[ suppose we are in a unique 
position compared with UK 
branches," said the secretary* 
Shipmate Bob Hall, “We have a 
captive membership mi to speak, 
but there is also a steady rate of 
members leaving due to their con¬ 
tracts ending." 

So recruiting is important - and 
the branch ts well served by their 
public relations officer. Wing Cdr 
Phil Keating, the Brihsh Defence 
Attache. 


In Brief 


THOUGH far from the sea, 
"leftbury Wells branch is very active 
and has lately undertaken a wide 
range of activities including an 
evening at the old HIK* transmitter 
station social club at WofFertom 
and a barbecue hosted by 
Shipmate and Mrs Ken Patkcs, 
Members attended Hereford 
church parade at Ross-on-Wye. 

BEXHILL-on-Sea branch has 
transferred to Area 2 to be 
nearer its neighbouring 
branches of Eastbourne and 
Hastings, Shipmates Arthur 
Ellis and Jack Clarke have been 
elected president and vice 
president respectively. 

MEMBERS of Mitcham. Morden 
and Wimbledon welcomed ship¬ 
mates of Chatham and York 
branches when they were in 
London, The growing branch 
recently recruited eight new mem¬ 
bers. 


POW campaigner 
almost died in 
Japan ese camp 

I W ONE OF the stalwarts involved in the Royal British 

Legion campaign to secure compensation for former 
*Y| Japanese prisoners of war is RNA Enfield branch 
member Shipmate George Bristow. 


MEMBERS of Chichester were 
pleased to welcome Perth 
(Western Australia) branch 
member. Shipmate John Power 
during his visit to UK. Plaques 
were exchanged with the ex- 
submariner, and promises 
made to keep in touch. 

CHAIRMAN of Wullwnd brunch. 
Shipmate J. G. Shanks, presented 
£250 to lhe Marie Curie cancer 
charily, thanks to the proceeds of u 
sponsored run hy shipmates 
around Conislon Water. 

WOKING branch raised £722 in 
a street collection, the money 
going to their charity fund, 

SHIPMATE Gerald Hackee of 
Brentwood branch hus been made 
a life member in recognition of his 
25 years' service to ihe RNA. 
including I h years us branch dele¬ 
gate* 


George < 7^) was a stoker 
mechanic taken prisoner in 
Hong Kong on Christmas Day 
1**41 after the loss of the ships 
HMS Robin and HMSTern 

He was pul to work on RaiLuk 
military airfield, working 12 hours 
a day on just two bowls of rice. I wo 
years later he was shipped to 
japan, surviving a four-day train 
journey without food, water or san¬ 
itation. 

There he was forced to work 
building a magnesium furnace, but 
just before the end of the war. lit 
collapsed, suffering from tubercu¬ 
losis and a perforated lung. He was 
dragged off to sick quarters from 
where he was eventually liberated 
by American forces. 

On his release he was given his 
first square meal in years* but he 
collapsed again before he could eat 
it and was in a anna for two weeks. 


IN RECOGNITION of his long 
service as Herelord branch's 
Jack Dusty', Shipmate Trevor 
Taylor was made honorary life 
vice president. The certificate 
was presented by the chair¬ 
man, Shipmate Nigel Trigg. 

A St 1 PEER dance organised by 
Wigs urn & District branch was 
attended by 13D shipmates and 
guests. They included members of 
Market I larborough branch* and 
Leicester branches of the 
Submarine Old Comrades 
Association and Royal Marines 
Association. The supper was pro¬ 
vided bv Ihe ladies of the branch. 


RNA standards are being invit¬ 
ed to the parade of standards at 
the Birmingham International 
Tattoo on November 27-28. 
Details from Tony Clarkson* 33 
Feiashill Road, Trysull, Wolver¬ 
hampton WV5 7HN. 


In any event, in his weakened state 
the food would probably have 
killed him. 

Still suffering from the effects of 
his treatment at the hands of the 
Japanese* George does all he can 
to promote the continuing struggle 
to gam compensation. Anyone 
wishing to support the campaign 
should write to: Head of Public 
Affairs. I he Royal British Legion, 
4ft Fall Mall. London SWI Y 5JY. 


LUCKY winner of two 
British Airways Club- 
class return tickets to 
anywhere in the world - 
plus £3J It H) spe n d i rig 
money - is Shipmate 
Stun Gould of Stoke-on- 
Trent and District 
branch. 

His holiday of a lifetime 
was top prize in a raffle at 
the last Royal Iburnamem. 
11 was won by the branch 
and then raffled among the 
members. A delighted Sian 
was presented with his prize 
by the branch vice chair¬ 
man. Shipmate Vic Foster, 

Stan (73) is an cx-sub- 
mariner w ho served in 1944- 
57. He plans to take his sis¬ 
ter on a family visit to 
Aust ralia. 


• Shipmate Stan Goold - tickets to 
tty anywhere . 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


NEW ..PART 11...E.1NDIES BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS.,. (2nd PHASE) .. 

Trinco. Sydney, Manus. Sakishima etc Making maximum use ot all surviving 
RN archive film ^eluding colour, this 2nd Phase video continues the epic story 
of bolh these Neels. Afl other episodes still available Pari 8 Op.Neptune 

S Day periods Part 8 Op.Torch. Part 7 Hazards of Russian Convoys, 
rt 6 Perilous Waters (action in the Atlantia Part 5 Tragedy & Triumph 
(Bat ol N Cape) down to and >nd Part 1 Battleships at War. Each is 60 mins 
Price UK £21.90 posi paid Elsewhere add £3.05. For mullrple orders large 
discount available Full details ot this & all programmes send SAE. 


N.V.T.C BECK HOUSE, ESCRICK, N.VORKS Y04 6JH (019041 728239 


Remembrance Sunday 

I ivonder... "Have I forgotten anyone?" 

T hk Queen Alexandra Hospital Home, 
a registered charity, provides a permanent home 
with medical care for disabled ex-servicemen. Anyone 
who has served in HM Forces at any time or in any 
capacity and requires residential nursing care is 
eligible for admission* While most of the 60 residents 
are long term, ex-servicemen are also welcomed for 
convalescence after hospital treatment or to provide 
short-term respite for carers. We keep the costs as low 
as possible, and depend on donations and legacies to 
subsidise fees* Please help to make their life more 
comfortable by giving a donation or remembering 
Gifford House in your Will* 

If you would like more information about the Queen 
Alexandra Hospital Home or would like to arrange a 
visit* please contact the Chief Executive* 


1919 HO vears of dedicated service 1909 


Queen Alexandra Hospital Home 

SERVING DISABLED EX-SERVICEMEN 

Gifford House, Boundary Road. Worthing. West Sussex BN II 4Lj. Tel/fox 01903 213458, 
e-mmi: ceo@qahh.org uk Wetistte www.qahh.org.uk Chanty No 1072334 ^ 
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“You ought to see them about the cold war your wife is waging on you here, Sarge!” 


NEWSVIEW |—| 


AFTER 18 MONTHS OF U8TENHG HI SUPPORT - 


Llandudno trains 
well livened up 

L AST month l was privileged to be invited as guest of 
honour to the 12th reunion of the HMS Ocean 
Association at Llandudno 

I travelled up by train, and at one point a crowd of Miliwall 
football supporters invaded my First Class carriage. I was its 
sole occupant, but they were no trouble and curiously, know- 
ing their fearsome reputation, I didn't feel threatened by their 
presence at alL 

Several of them apologised for the intrusion - “You don't 
mind us being here, do you mate?" 

Well, I wasn't disposed to argue. Seeing as there was no 
room for them elsewhere, and since most of them, apparent- 
ly. had paid tor their tickets. I felt they had a point. 

Half the trains I travel on these days are half empty and 
the other half crammed to bursting. 

At the next station the potice came on board. They always 
say you Ye getting older when the cops look younger - and 
these looked like they were hardly out of short pants. But 
they swiftly secured a rapport with the soccer fans and a lot 
of good-humoured backchat ensued. 

When the lads disembarked at Oxford, they did so past a 
posse of stony-laced senior police officials who looked upon 
them with disfavour - but they kept their dignity, walking 
away straight-backed with an odd sense of pride. 

When I finally got to Llandudno I found a similar situation a 
couple of generations removed. Here was a boisterous, 
good-humoured crowd of superannuated lads (with their 
long-suffering but hugely supportive wives in tow) prepared 
to celebrate their youthful past into the small hours. 

Last to leave the bar, along with me, was a retired admiral 
who, lately not in the best of health, had made the trip to be 
with his old shipmates. 

1 travelled back home with him the next day and he enter¬ 
tained me with a succession of fascinating stories about 
shipboard life in the immediate post-war era. We discussed 
the current world scene too, and I found his views sane and 
sound and imbued with a liberal - that is, neither strict nor 
rigorous and without prejudice - dose of common sense that 
must have stood him in good stead in his dealings with Navy 
people over the many years of his service, 

I was reminded of an interview I once had with a World War 
II submarine skipper who made the point that the "scamps" 
that made up a sizeable slice of his ship’s company were 
“absolutely the sort of chaps you wanted with you in a war - 
they were only branded as scamps because they were burst¬ 
ing out of their skins with energy. More often than not, they 
turned out to be the most valuable members of the crew" 
One of the HMS Ocean Association people I d talked to at 
Llandudno told me a harrowing tale of a winter march he'd 
made out of Danzig as a ROW, in the course of which he 
and his comrades were forced to lay an aircraft runway. As a 
gesture of defiance they had buried their spades under the 
concrete. "No spade, no food!" their irate guard yelled at 
them when he discovered his loss. 

His leathery old face split wide as he recalled the episode 
- and somehow I knew the Milwall fans who'd shared my 
carriage were made of exactly the same stuff, and in the 
same terrible cicumstances would have performed in just the 
same way. 

My thanks to the HMS Ocean Association for a memorable 
and thoroughly rewarding experience, I will treasure the 
inscribed silver salver they gave me - and I hope the people 
of the current HMS Ocean will treasure them in turn. They 
deserve it. - Ed, 



Navy 

back 


talk line talks 
to its 


E IGHTEEN months after the launch of the 
Navy’s Supportline confidential advice ser¬ 
vice, the number of callers continues to rise - 
covering issues ranging through debt, rela¬ 
tionship problems, stress, poor health, bullying and 
general difficulties with Service life. 

"Wc were stepping into the unknown when our team of 12 civil¬ 
ian advisors first manned the ‘phones,” Supportline manager 
Mike Ellison admitted. 

"We didn't know what sort of issues callers might raise, whether we 
were equipped to deal with them - and, most importantly* whether we 
would gain the confidence of Naval personnel and their fainilies, 

"Despite comprehensive training m listening skills, equal opportunities 
and a wide range of briefs on the working conditions and environment of 
the Royal Navy and Royal Marines - including help from the Samaritans 
- none of us escaped first shift nerves," 

Eighteen monihs later* most of these unknowns had been answered, 
"We are not inundated with calls, but there are more than enough peo¬ 
ple saying ‘Tm id ad there was somebody to talk to" and “Thank you for 
listening" to make it all worthwhile for the staff." 

Many callers are simply seeking information - and Support line staff do 
not claim to he expert on pay calculations, interpretation of BR8587 or 
when 1 IMS Illustrious w ill next he alongside. But they usually know some¬ 
one who is - or* at least, where to start trying. 

“The great majority of calls are about personal problems and usually 
start wiih "I don't know if I should be calling you ..,’ “Sony to bother you 
. . “It's nothing really, but . , ." and so on. To the members of the 
Supportline team no call is trivial, though - especially when someone has 
found the courage to call about an issue lhut is a real problem to them, 
"The Supportline is confidential and callers w ill not he asked to identi¬ 
fy themselves in any way. As with any organisation of this sori. some sta¬ 
tistical information is collated and it is only this that is passed on to the 
Navy, 

"A very small number of callers have been surprised that Supportline 
does not lake direct action on their behalf and this is something that is 
always made clear, 

"Our role is simply to support bv way of listening and* where appropri¬ 
ate, suggesting options for the caller to pursue themselves. The options 
may lie within the Naval Service (approaching one's Divisional Officer, 
the specialist support services like NrFS or Sailors and Families Advice 
Bureaux (SAFAB) or outside ones such as the Citizens Advice Bureau. 

“By the end of the call, action will only he taken by the caller, including 
the choice to take no action at all. 

"Hut when you can actually hear the relief and the return of confidence 
in a caller's voice you know that you have made a difference and that is a 
good start. 

"The Suppordine has a vital and demonstrable role and seeks to 
improve its service - so if anyone who has made use of il lias any com¬ 


ments about il. u'c will be very happy to hear from them." 

J All approaches to Supportline - including suggestions for improving 
the service - w ill be treated in confidence and should be addressed to I he 
Support line Manager, HMS Nelson. The Supportline itself, on Freephone 
0800 09 2h2K2, is open from midday to midnight, seven days a week. 
Overseas: Call UK-f +44 1705 726282 and advisers will call you hack. 


customers 
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• Silver seas - HM ships Campbeltown and Manchester during Staff College Sea Days, and (right) past and present Commanding Officers 
of HMS illustrious. Capt Mark Stanhope and Admiral Sir Jock Slater - her first Captain - on board the carrier. pictures la(PHOT) Richie Moss 


hours aloft 


ONE OF HMS Illust¬ 
rious' aircraft has clocked 
up what is thought to be a 
first in the RN* 

Airborne Early Warning 
(AEW) Sea King XV650, of 
849 Naval Air Squadron B 
Flight, passed 10,000 flying 
hours during NATO Exercise 
Northern Light 99. 

The helicopter entered 
service with the Navy in May 
1968 as an anti-submarine 
warfare platform, bul con¬ 


verted to AKW work in 1982, 

The Sea Kings continue to 
defy their age, with 849B pro¬ 
viding near-continuous AEW 
cover coupled with anti-sur¬ 
face warfare for more than a 
week, flying 155 hours and 
missing just one of 50 serials 
through unsemceahility. 

Illustrious also took part in 
this year’s Staff College Sea 
Days, when members of the 
Joint Service Command and 
Staff College from Bracknell 
visited the ship to see the 


Navy go through its paces. 

Also on hoard was 
Admiral Sir Jock Slater, for¬ 
mer First Sea Lord and the 
first Commanding Officer of 
the carrier, and a party of 
Old Illustrians, 

Other ships involved were 
M a nc he s le r. Bea g le, G ra f- 
ton, Campbeltown, Middle- 
ton and Bridport. 

Illustrious later took pari 
in exercises off the UK. and 
in the Mediterranean, and is 
due back early this month. 


Sister ship, but 
lots more work 


LESSONS learned from work on HMS 
Illustrious should help speed up a complicated 
upgrade programme for her sister carrier in 
Portsmouth Naval Base. 

HMS Invincible is swathed in scaffolding, her flight 
deck dotted with huts and punctured hv a gaping hole, 
as she undergoes a £24 million extended docking peri¬ 
od, carried out by Fleet Support Ltd (FSL). 

By next summer she should he ready for action 
again, minus her Sea Dart missile system but with an 
additional ten per cent more flight deck space for¬ 
ward of the island, and magazine and storage space 
custom-built to support RAF GR7 Harriers. 

Compartment changes include upgraded galleys 
and new pilot briefing rooms, and there is a major 
new IT fit. with nine miles of cable — including optic 
fibre - enhancing three computer systems. 

Although Invincible and Illustrious are 
sisters* there is considerably more work to 
be done on the former, which has missed 
planned maintenance slots because of 
operations over the past T8 months. 

Thus there is 40 per cent more structural work to 
be done in Invincible, and the electrical package is 
hi) per cent greater, affecting the rest of the project. 

FSL have up to 300 workers on hoard during the 
day, working alongside around 4fHJ of the carrier's 
ship’s company, who have their own maintenance 
work and training programmes running in parallel* 
While some elements of the work are on a large 
scale - 7.1KKI square metres of hull and flight deck 
have been blasted to he cleaned and repainted or 
resurfaced, using 14JKHJ litres of paint - other 
aspects rely on fine tolerances. 

Construction accuracy for new modules and other 
work is just 3mm, and a 3D model has been used for 
production engineering. 

■ HMS Invincible is staging a charity abseil on 
October 31 for the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund’s Breast Cancer Awareness month. 

Up to 150 people will perform a freefall abseil of 
UHJft from the carrier's quarterdeck into the bottom 
of D Lock with the aim of raising up to £30,000. 

■ There was an unusual visitor to Invincible before 
she entered dry dock - while the ship was de-ammu- 
nitioning* the first T8 tandem cockpit training 
Harrier of 899 Naval Air Squadron was cleared to 
operate from her flight deck. 



• Zero spot, no deck - the enlarged flight deck, 
replacing the Sea Dart missile system, under con¬ 
struction in HMS Invincible. p lctU re CS Photography 
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CITADEL 


AWARDS 


THE MEDAL FOR NATIONAL SERVICE 


No official medal 

has ever been awarded for National Service. 

This long overdue, hallmarked solid silver 
commemorative medal is available for all those who 
served their country under National Service. 

This medal is supplied ready to wear in a fitted box. 

A silver miniature medal is also available. 

Also available: Voluntary Service Medal, General Service Cross. 
Maritime Service Medal. Suez Canal Zone Medal & BAOR Medal. 

Send SAK for details. 


Fuil size Medal for National Service 

(Price includes £2.50 carriage and insurance.) 

Engraving ... 

Miniature Medal in Silver 


£ 39.50 

£ 8.00 

£ 16.50 


ORDER BY PHONE: 01752 872672 FAX: 01752 872723 

Credit Card Holders - 8am-7pm. Monday to Saturday. 



OR BY POST 

CITADEL AWARDS, NEWTON FERRERS, PLYMOUTH, 
DEVON PL8 1DH, ENGLAND. 
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Taking 
a look 
on the 
lighten 
side... 


by LW Christine Wood (SFPU). 


NAVY NEWS, NOVEMBER 1999 


WORK SHOT by LA(PHOT) 
Steve Lewis during bis six- 
month deployment to Northern 
Ireland as photographer to 42 
Commando RM ensured him a 
double competition success. 

Steve (left) won the Peregrine 
Trophy Agfa Award for produc¬ 
ing the best Royal Marines port¬ 
folio, including IRISH MIST 
(above) and BREAKING BARRI¬ 
ERS (above left). 

His success in the competi¬ 
tion was foreshadowed weeks 
earlier when his shots won for 
him the title of Professional 


Photographer of the Year in the 
Northern Ireland Tri-Service 
Photographic Competition. 

The competition was open to 
cameramen in the Navy, Army 
and RAF as well as to depen¬ 
dants, cadets, Ministry of 
Defence personnel and civil ser¬ 
vants attached to the Services in 
the Province. 

It was broken down into nine 
different categories, and Steve 
had to enter his work against 
300 other images to win the tro¬ 
phy and a cash prize of £250, 


Broo 
take 
in Ns 


comi 


JCTURES tar: 
^/tricks of tight 
J - " trast domin; 
year's Royal Na\ 
graphic competitio 
The moody shots 
impress the judges 
year awarded the 5A> 
Trophy - the Service 
tographic award spc 
Gretag Imaging - to 
Air Squadron. 

Prominent in the Sea I 
portfolio was a striking 
trait entitled Blackbird t 


. -'N 

This Irish mist makes 
Steve a clear winner 
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ding shots 
honours 
ivy’s photo 
petition 


;en using 
and Don¬ 
ated this 
y photo- 

n. 

seemed to 
who this 
? Peregrine 
s top pho- 
msored by 
BOO Naval 

Harder unit's 
ly dark por- 
y its creator 



LA(PHOT) Nathan Dua. He also won 
second prize, the Fuji Award, as an 
individual. 

The Kodak Award - second prize 
in the portfolio section - went to the 
Portsmouth-based Surface Flotilla 
Photographic Unit (SFPU). 

PO(PHOT) Kev Preece of HMS 
Invincible picked up two prizes - the 
Nikon Award in the Personnel at 
Work class and the KJP Award tor 
the best Public Relations entry. 

Top individual winner, taking the 
Hasselblad Award, was LA(PHOT) 
Rob Harding on the staff of Flag 
Officer Scotland, Northern England 
and Northern Ireland, whiie third 
place with the Solent Audio Visual 
Award went to LA(PHOT) Tam 
McDonald. 

LA(PHOT) Paul Smith of the SFPU 
won the Maritime Books Award and 
CPO(PHOT) Stu Antrobus took the 
Ilford Award, He is on the staff of 
Director Corporate Communications 
(Navy) - DCC(N). 

Over 250 images were entered in 
the competition, and prizes were 
presented in HMS President, 
London by the First Sea Lord, 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce. 

Winners of Marconi Marine prizes, for 
non-professional photographers;!, AR W 
C. H, Harrison (HMS Northumberland); 2 
«, 3, NA(METOC) Poole (HMS Invincible). 



Wolfie's Navy 
News award 
is presented 
posthumously 


THE NAVY NEWS award for the 
best photograph to appear in 
the paper was won by 
LA(PHOT) Laurence (Wolfie) 
Wilkinson with this shot taken 
barely six months before he 
died on June 6. 

With the competition title EARLY 
START , it shows the carrier HMS 
invincible, escorted by HMS 
Newcastle, leaving Portsmouth for 
their Gulf crisis deployment. On 
their way home last spring both 
ships were diverted to take part in 


NATO's Kosovo campaign. 

WoJfie (right) who died of natural 
causes at the age of 37. was latterly 
a member of the Surface Flotilla 
Photographic Unit, He shot memo¬ 
rable pictures for Navy News. The 
Invincible photograph appeared on 
the front page of our February edi¬ 
tion, and his shot of the Montserrat 
volcano erupting - seen from HMS 
Liverpool - dominated another of 
our front pages. 

Wolfie s prize was accepted by 
his widow, Rosie, a steward in the 
Second Sea Lord's retinue. 



^— 


• PARKING PROBLEM 

by PO Kev Preece (HMS Invincible) 


B LAUGHING BOY 
by LA Paul Smith (SFPU). 


B SPOT THE BALL 
by LA Dave Hunt (SFPU% 


B STAND TQ‘ which won 
an individual prize for LA 
Tam McDonald of BAS 
Naval Atr Squadron, 
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At Your Leisure 




LAST 


The Last Run « a limited edi¬ 
tion print by Plymouth 
artist Richard Clark to mark 
the Davenport Field 
Gunners triumph in the 
final competition at the 
Royal Tournament this 
yean is now on sale at £35 
(see this months Chris¬ 
tmas Gifts supplement). 

A further 350 copies, 
signed by the artist, the 
Devonport Field Gun 
Officer and First and 
Second Trainers, are also 
available at £50 - and one 
is offered as the prize in our 
competition fsee below). 

Profits will go to HMS 
Drake Welfare Fund, 


Royal Oak remembered 



•HMS Royal Oak in Portsmouth Harbour HMS Victory in the background, April 1919 


ROOKFINDING 

SERVICE. 

Oui-of-Print titles. Naval and 
maritime and war hooks, and 
all other subjects. Demi Is from: 

Barlow Moor Honks, 

29 ('hurchwiM)d Knack 
Didshurv, Manchester 
M20 6TZ. 


Telephone: 0161 434 5073 
Fax: 0161 44S 2491 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Kdinhurjiti (.‘umhridRC Uurtuim ISA 
Established publisher welcomes 
books In all subjects. 

Write tor dotatls or send your manuscript to. 

Pentland Press INN), 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church, Durham DL14 6XG 

Tel: G13ftS 776555 Fax 01388 776766 


Reach over half a million 
readers this Christmas... 

7b advertise your book on this page , 

Contact Debbie 01705 725062 


HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN YOUR 
MEMOIRS? 

We publish fine editions of 

MEMOIRS - LETTERS 
HISTORIES - BIOGRAPHIES 
DIARIES - FAMILY HISTORIES 

and ran arrange the complete 
publication of your book. 

Wrtic tot The Memoir Club, 
Suite I t742(N), 72 New Bond Street, 
London, WIY 9DD 


NAVAL\MARITIME BOOKS 


Bought and sold. 
Send for free catalogue. 

Also on tbe web at’ 

w ww.abebooks.com/boneMFOSnHaOPKS ^ 

Richard Foster, 21 Minster Close, 
Fareham, Hampshire P015 5PB 

Tel: (01323) 8^3138 


LOOKING FOR A PICTURE 
OF VOI R OLD SHIP? 


I Did you know.,. Navy News 
can supply postcards ot RN 
^ ships, submarines and aircraft. 
Postcard sized prints 
cost 65 p each ♦ 

For further details see our *Ship 
of the Month' advert on page 16. 


Win a signed copy of 

‘The Last Run’ 

featured above 

Answer this simple question... 

What was the new world record time set this year 
by the Devonport Field Gun Crew? 

Send your answer to - Field Gun Competition, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Entries to be recieved by 22nd November 1999. The winner will be notified by 25th November 1999 
The judges decision is final and no correspondence wilt be entered into. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible. 
- - 


FIVE survivors of HMS Royal 
Oak, which sank wiih the loss 
of 833 officers and men in 
Scapa Bay on October 13, 
1939, met* at Portsmouth to 
sign special limited edition 
anniversary covers issued by 
the RN Philatelic Society. 

They later travelled to Orkney 
u> lay wreaths over the wreck, at 
Lyness Cemetery and St Magnus 
Cathedral, Kirkwall 

The battleship is one of the 
UK's major war graves, honoured 
annually with a remembrance ser¬ 
vice and by Royal Navy divers 
hoisting a White Ensign at her 
stem. 

Last year Naval Support 
Command started an innovative 
plan to filter off oil leaking from 
the hull which had caused increas¬ 
ing concern over environmental 
pollution to the Orkney coast. 

J For details of the Royal Oak 
cover write to the RN Philatelic 
Society. 19 College Road, HM 
Naval Base, Portsmouth, POI 3LJ 

It could 
only get 
better. . . 

IF LIFE in the Royal Navy was 
tough in World War II, it 
remained so for many years 
after. 

Wardroom indifference com¬ 
bined with Admiralty conser¬ 
vatism and financial shortages to 
put off any improvement in the 
ordinary seaman's working con¬ 
ditions. argues David Phifiipson 
in Roll Oft the Rodney (Sutton 
£16.99). 

Using a thematic approach 
supported with anecdotes, his 
own personal memories and the 
first-hand accounts of fellow sea¬ 
men, he looks at food and cloth¬ 
ing. pay, life on the messdecks t 
shore leave, discipline and rela¬ 
tions with officers to give a 
revealing insight inlo the world 
of the Lower Deck in ihe late 
1940s and 1950s. 

1 1 ope less overcrowding, noise 
and the ever-present threat of 
tuberculosis and asbestosis were 
part of this world shared by 
Royal Navy men only a genera¬ 
tion removed from many of 
those serving today. 

It should come as no surprise, 
therefore, to learn that the Navy 
was experiencing problems with 
recruitment and retention, then 
as now. 



Admiral of all 
he surveys 

STANDING on the beach at Old Hunstanton, Norfolk, whore 
his family have lived since the Norman Conquest, Michael le 
Strange Meakin wears the uniform of an I8!h century admi¬ 
ral to denote his role as hereditary Lord High Admiral of the 
Wash. 

He owns all the land from the high tide mark to as far as 
he can throw a spear! 

The land-based admiralty was originally a feudal respon¬ 
sibility established to supervise the security of the Wash. 

From Keepers of the Kingdom - the Ancient Offices ot Britain, 
by Alastair Bruce, Julian Calder and Mark Cator (Weidenfeld 
and Nicolson £25) 

An exhibition of photographs of the holders of these 
offices is currently on show at the National Portrait Gallery 
until January 2, 2000, and will later move to the National 
Portrait Gallery of Scotland. 

Most of them no longer have any power - exceptions 
include the First Sea Lord and the Commander-in-Chief 
Naval Home Command - but "exist as largely cost-free his¬ 
torical witnesses living among us and adding to the colour 
of our national life". 


¥ www. navy news. co. u k 
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ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


Boredom and 
bickering as 
zero hour 
approaches 

I N MCMXTV the poet Philip Larkin reflects on an old photo of the throng of happy, 
excited faces queueing outside a recruiting office at the start of the First World War. 
The gap between what the men were anticipating and what actually lay in wait for 
them being so wide and catastrophic, Larkin hardly bothers to comment on it, except 
to record with great tenderness a transitional moment in British history: .. the men leav¬ 
ing the gardens tidy, the thousands of marriages lasting a little while longer: never such 
innocence again." 



Probably it’s this extra cle¬ 
ment of drama - the unpre- 
pa redness, the scale of the hor¬ 
ror - that gives the First World 
War such a powerful hold on 
the imagination. 

The story of the Titanic - ihc 
great ship speeding complacently 
through the night towards utter 
disaster - contains the same set of 
circumstances in miniature; the 
war. the wreck - ii\ impossible Ut 
make an uninteresting picture 
about either of them. 

We call ic a World War, but ai 
least for the British. If)]4-IS is 
always primarily about the deso¬ 
late stretch of France that was 
known as the Western Front. A 
new movie. The Trench, is set in a 
forward unit just before the 
Somme offensive of Wlft. 

lire adverts make it sound like a 
monster pic: "8ft wide, 600 miles 
long, god-forsaken , . /’ and this 
isn't altogether inappropriate, 
since the trenches did indeed 
"swallow up*' more men than any 
make-believe sei-fi killing machine. 
The film's big problem is its obvi¬ 
ous lack of resources. Clearly there 
was never enough money in the 
kitty to attempt anything on a 
Spidbergian scale, and the action 
is limited to a few men and a few 
square yards. 

Within its limitations though, 
the picture vividly captures the 
boredom, the bickering, the awful 
tension as zero hour approaches. A 
platoon of talented actors {Daniel 
Craig, Danny Dyer, etc) give con¬ 
vincing, nerve-racked perfor¬ 
mances, The ending is the 
inevitable one. Anything different 
would be like having the Titanic 
arrive safely in New York: the real¬ 
ity was otherwise. 

The imagination of Michael 
Crichton has always ranged freely, 
from the robot cowboys of 
\\cxrworld to the genetically-engi¬ 
neered dinosaurs of Jurassic Park 
and the medical soap opera of ER, 
Some years back he even wrote a 
novel based on a tenth century 
Norse saga, and The Thirteenth 
Warrior, recently released, is the 
film adaption thereof. 

Any tendency to smile at a 
movie whose characters have 
names like Helfdane the Fat and 
Ragnar the Dour is quickly 
scotched by the bleakness of the 
setting: the thick northern forests 
through which cannibal tribes 
roam, the cold, the gloom, every¬ 
body permanently cross with each 
other. Antonio Banderas plays l he 
hero, a visiting Saracen, glowering 
under chain mail through a succes¬ 
sion of limb-lopping" Viking vs 
Goth fixtures. 

Finally an image straight from 


the Slough of Despond - actually 
it's from a high school pie!ure 
called Election: (he teacher liero- 
Jim the Luckless in Viking terms - 
sitting miserably in a cheap motel 
room, dabbing his swollen eye (a 
bee just stung him) while waiting 
for the sckv dale who. of course, is 


never going to show up. 

This is one of those comedies 
where the humour derives from 
the awful things that befall its main 
characters. It's quite a superior, 
sophisticated variation on the old 
formula. 


• Boatyard Beaumaris by 

Moira Huntley - one of 
the items on display at 
the annual exhibition of 
the Royai Society of 
Marine Artists at the Matt 
Galleries t London. 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 

1919-1994 
now with addendum 
1995*1998 

A two-volume work in hardback with 
K-page addendum. Full colour 
prinlinu rj f over 1720 approved 
Pal tern badges for HAL Ships, Shore 
Esiabltshnienis and R.F.AS together 
with a brief test for even bad^r, full 
Index and glossary of heraldic terms. 
£54 inc. p.p, UK, Available from 
maritime bookshops or from; 

STONE FRIGATE 

17, Aflington Drive, Snood, Kent 
ME2 3SR 

Tel 01634-711167 for further 
information 


flew photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched ' Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised process. 

we can Invisibly repair your 
Cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image. 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from; £6,00 

Quantom imaging 

Jreepost T K2Q??(m <tamp reef) 
PQ%qx 84, Egham, 

Surrey. WXI8&R 

TEC: 01784 4JQ6Q7 


HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22. Fords Close. 
Bled low Ridge, Buckinghamshire, 
HP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax; (01494)481121. 
murtinC® bp-bookfitiders ci>,uk 


This Months Book Bargains 

D0NITZ AND THE WOLF PACKS 

Was £20.45 Now £9.95 
THE ROYAL NAVY IN WORLD WAR II 

Was £21.45 NOW £9,95 
JANE'S FIGHTING SHIPS 1996/97 

Was £220 00 Now £99,00 
JACKSPEAK NOW REPRINTED £9.95 
Write/phone for our latest catalogue 
or visit our website for more otters at: 
http: //mein bars □ I .co m /m a rb ooks/ 


ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE UK & 6FP0 POSTAGE 
OVERSEAS ADO 10% 


MARITIME BOOKS 
Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL 
Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01S79 346747 


NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS b 

Our free monthly catalogues always offer an 
interesting and norwepetitive selection Iran our 
large stock of secondhand books on all aspects ol 
Naval. Mercantile & Seafaring Activities. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

PO Box 7 St Leonards-on-Sea, 
East Sussex. TN3B QWX 
K Tel/Fax: 01424 853006 / 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN t0 4 (SATURDAY 10 1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 

98 100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


“HMS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
, . video. Ideal binhday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition. One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M.S. GANGES 
(Roll on my dozen I) & H.M.S 
GANGES {Tales of the T.RO.G'S.) 
S-A.E. details Douglas Hsc, Penmanh 
Redruth. Cornwall TR l ft ftNX 



CBCD 




T he part played by The Royal Navy 
both in war and at peace cannot be 
underestimated. The Royal Navy’s place 
in history is being celebrated by a 
brand new video release. 

Century of Navy is a boxed two hour-long set 
which is part of a specially commissioned 
series by WHSmith which also features 
'Century of Army', 'Century of RAF', 

'Century of Sport' and 'Century of Golf'. The 
videos are available in all WHSmiths stores, 
priced at £19.99. 

Century of Navy, narrated by Robert 
Powell, looks at all the key aspects of the 
Navy this century, from the all-powerful 
Dreadnought to the Ark Royals, and 
features extraordinary archive footage from both World 
Wars, and all other major confrontations from 1900 to the present day. 

This unique record of the Navy is available to Navy News readers 
at a special price of £18.99 - with free UK postage and packaging. 

Century of Navy is made to full broadcast quality and is produced for 
WHSmith by Green Umbrella. 

For details of other titles in the 'Century Of' series, please call Green Umbrella on 01483 223022. 




CENTURY OF 

navy 

B *OB e *T 




To: ‘Century of Navy’ Reader Offer, Green Umbrella, 
Freepost CL3713, Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XX 

! Please request Green Umbretla to send me.set(s) of the ‘Century of Navy’ video at El8.99 each. 

I 

| I enclose a crossed cheque/postal order for £ .... payable to * GREEN UMBRELLA’. 

I Please add £4.99 tor overseas postage. NTSC copies available - please add NTSC it required. Please allow up to 21 days tor delivery from receipt of order. 


! Name 


1 Address 


Post Code 


, The offer is sobfaet lo availability and Green Umbrella warrants that ito prrno of the video will be refunded d me video is round deteciive and rein mod 
I within 14 days of receipt Proof oi posiage wM nol be accepted as proof oi delivery ol application Please nolo, (he videos are produced solely by 
i Groan Umbrella, flog. Office, 19 Portland Square. Bristol BS2 &5J Any contacl regarding applications or videos will be between Green Umbretla and 
1 the readerWavy News will not accepl responsibility for applications or videos lost or mislaid in the posl, 


1 


TIGKR. LION & BLAKE 

1942-1986 

The Navy’s Last Cruisers 

T hirteen chapters of highly readable icm id I 
the story i>l ihc Royal Navy's last trig-gun 
cruisers from die laying down of ihc hulk to I lie ir 
amval m ik- breakers yard The text b enlivened 
by memories from those who served in ihe ships 
and ihcre are over 110 black & white and seven 
colour photographs. Foreword by Rear-Admiral Michael Stacey CB, Tier's 
commanding officer 1973-1975. Hardback, with Tull colour laminated dusi jacket. 
Price 01.5(1 plus p&p ISBN 1 901225 03 K 
Alsu Still Available: 

HjMS EAGLE 1 'M2- 1 97H (liardhatlo £18,95 plus p&p i newly reprinted* 

HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-19*9 (Hardback) £21.00 plus p&p 
HMS CENTAUR 1943' 1972 (Hardtack) 06.95 plus p&p 
THREE ARK ROYALS I938'1999 (Hardback) £23.00 plus p&p 

Please add O.Qftp&p UK & EU t£4.00 oversea* airmail) Payment by sieving cheque. poftlnl aider, 
ur hv VlSAAtASTl krAkl) Telcphraie/Kiu orders welcomed Frau FAN PUBLICATIONS. 
17 Wjnuns l^me. OtL’heohiBit, Gins GUI 9QA TcVFox IM242 58C«9U, or order flam satxl 
in 1.1 k. ■-1 n "ii-H Allntt 21 day* ibr tic hvery 
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[£ / wow 


s cool:/ 

P o o 

CAPTAVN 


The judges decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible 


W ELL DONE to all the Gang Plank Club members who 
planted their sunflower seeds. Emily Chiplin’s flowers 
are twice as big as her and Amie Andrews looks dead 
cool in front of her flowers which are lift 3 inches talll 
Jack Booth showed his sunflowers his Dad’s Portsmouth Field 
Gun shirt to encourage them to grow but the biggest whoppers 
of them all were grown by Karina Knight 
She took great care of her sunflowers and they have grown to 
an amazing 15H 6 inches -WOWU Well done Karina, Captain 
Plank will be sending you a special sunny prize. 


November 

birthdays 


THESE GANG PLANK Club 
members all have birthdays 
in November; 

Victoria Jones, Emily 
Jones. Jeremy Herinaton, 
Adam Ross, William Case. 
Michael Barker, Thomas 
Wilburn, Andrew Pollock, 
Giorgia Spencer. Michael 
Conray, Alex MacDonald, 
Gary Bloom, Liam Whittaker, 
Royston Stray, Martin Baker, 
Christopher West, Laura 
Stephenson, William and 
Matthew Vanns, Oliver and 
Thomas Hatfield, Thomas 
Bralde, Jack Vardy, Matthew 
Haines, Kir sty Roberts, 
Ashley Cole, Kimberley 
Jeffery, Philip Barnes, James 
Hockley, Christopher Wrthali, 
Jessie Humphries, Victoria 
King, Gemma Tubby, Kathleen 
Adams, James Brown. Nadine 
Manning, Felicity Boobyer, 
Rhys williams, Alexander 
Simpson, Lucy Killick, 
Anthony McCarthy, Thomas 
Lockyer, Ben Bayley, Craig 
Farmer, Aaron Upton, Mari 
Stewart, Roxanne Cassidy, 
William Elliott, Stacey 
Hughes, Jamie Reed, Siobhan 
Joy, Deeanna Simpson, 
Dayna Cassell, Andy 
Gardener, Matthew Sparrow, 
Perry Lennon, Edward 
Sfbbrck, Christine Skip pen, 
Rachel Carney, Shane 
Bougourd, Katie Vowden, 
David Williams, Christopher 
Keeling, Nicola Jones, Snarna 
Avery, Laura Norman, Sadie 
Barber, Rebecca Slater, 
Dominick Shasby, Michael 
Aspin, Stephen McDonald, 
Jonathan Rimmer, Ben 
Haddleton, Ryan Simpson, 
Daniel Maqee, Simon Barley, 
Nicola Smith, Michael Gibbs, 
James Stones. Darrell Hadala. 

Ben Mackey, Beverley 
Jackson, Christopher Rigby, 
Christopher Waterman, 
Martyn Evans, Ryan Neweil- 
Cooper, David Taylor, James 
Hancock, Charlotte Downey, 
Stephen Coldwell, James 
Yates, Samuel Bell, Nigel 
Weetch, Aaron Steele, 
Bronson Smith, Danielle 
Oakley, Dominic Yarwood, 
Sophie Easteil. Luke Sellens, 
Allan Rayner, Robert Taylor, 
Zach Walford, Luke Norris, 
Jack Samuel, Lisa Maber, 
Charlotte Cannon, Kathryn 
Downs, Abbie Blanks, Robert 
Mayne, Laurence Joy, Joseph 
Leonard, Callum 
Shuttleworth, Edward 
McDonald and Poppy Bell, 


1. Always buy fireworks that have the letter and num¬ 
bers BS7114 on the box as this shows that the fire¬ 
works inside meet British Standards. 

2. Buy fireworks from a shop that you know 

3. Always keep your fireworks in a box and keep it 
tightly closed unless you actually need lo take one 
out. 

4. Always get an adult lo light the firework. Make sure 
that they use a taper and light them at arm s length. 

5. YOU MUST follow the instructions on each firework, 
not all fireworks are set off in the same way. 

6. NEVER. NEVER go back to a firework once it has 
been lit. 

7. NEVER put a firework in your pocket and NEVER 
throw a firework. 

8. Wear gloves to hold sparklers, light them one at a 
time and don't let small children hold them. When you 
have finished with your sparkler put It in a bucket ol 
water to make sure it doesn't burn anyone or anything. 

3. Make sure that all pets are safe and sound indoors. 
Animals can be very frightened by noisy fireworks. 


(c) Thomas, the tank engine 

Answers on a postcard with your name, members no. 
and address to 'The Gangplank Club', Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth POI 3HH 

Tickets valid Mon-Thurs inc. for 7.45pm performance 
and Tuesday matinee 3.00pm performance 
Closing date for competition - 30th November 1999 


Capm Plan vc. has TO 
FIGHT A DUEL. 


WITH HIS ARCH 


BUT THE CAPN HAS 


CNE-Hy- g^ACVC 3ACKlJ & SCCTtET WEAPOM 
V4 HO S A CRACK SHOT' I * S^RET WEAPON 


Rolls/ t jblades.W'. 


'A 

i T 


CHAT "PAD 


Heiit* to Sophie Jackson who won a 
Gang Plank prize and had the bestest day 
of her life’ at LegoUmdI. We think Chns 
Short's writing is excellent, except 

lik'd IBs WWW 0 ”d JackWrrgM 

SSter 

^vSTere right, Paul Kitching, 

atap dad Is better now, Shaun Nodes. 


B MHil 

Win a Family Ticket to.. 


the Apollo Victoria Theatre 
London SWI 


Starlight Express begins on an evening, when the young 
controller has been sent to bed. The game he was playing 
- racing trains around his model layout - has been inter¬ 
rupted. As he falls asleep he dreams he is still controlling 
his trains. These are no ordinary trains though. They have 
lives of their own. 

The controller decides to race the engines around the track to find the overall 
champion of trains, and we watch the locomotives team up with partners, all 
except poor old Rusty, the steam train who nobody wants to race with. As the 
evening unfolds, we watch as Grease ha 11 the diesel train, Efectra, the electric 
train and Rusty vie for top positron in the train world, whizzing around the audi¬ 
torium at speeds of up to 40 mites per hour, just feet from the audience. 

Answer the foliowing questions correctly and you couid 
win a Family Ticket (2 adults and 2 children) to see 
'Starlight Express" at the Apollo Victoria Theatre, 

Q: Which character cannot be seen in Starlight Express? 
(a) Rusty, the steam train (b) Buffy, the buffet car 


/^\fO HO HO me hearties? I have some Plank splitting exciting news 

If for you. This ere Captain Plank has been invited to take his ship 
1 to Lapland this Christmas and well be setting sail when the cold 
winds blow hard in December 

I'm told that you landlubbers sometimes write to Santa Claus who 
lives in Lapland to ask for your Christmas treasure. Well, if you lot 
would like me to take your letters on board me ship to Lapland you d 
better get busy with your pens and paper and send your letters to me 
right smart. 

Oh. and before I forget, you landlubbers take care when you celebrate 
the end of that bad old pirate Guy Fawkes who tried to blow up 
Parliament. It wouldn’t happen on my ship -1 keep the gunpowder under 
\Jock and keyH! _^__ 

Race your Guy 
to the bonfire! 

A S NOVEMBER gets a bit chilly the Gang Plank 
Club have come up with a game to play 
indoors. 

As you will see, it's all about Guys and bonfires bin it will still 
be fun to play even after Guv Fawkes niglu. 


To play, you will need 12 circles 
of paper For each person, a dice 
and a cup to shake it in. some 
clean sticks, some red tissue paper 
\ CiU> 


Ptiy. 


(or some newspaper) and a < 

HOW TO PLAY 

First, build your PRETEND 
bonfire by screwing up the red tis¬ 
sue paper or newspaper at one end 
of the room, then lay your sticks 
over it so that it looks like a bon¬ 
fire. 

Next, work out how many circles 
of paper you can use in your trail 
up to the Guy, If you have a lot of 
room at home, or you decide to 
play outside, then you could use all 
12 circles. 


Number each circle from tine to 
12 and then lay them in a line from 
the bonfire hack to the starting 
line, you can mark this with a stick". 

Leave gaps between each circle 
if you have enough room, and lay a 
line of circles for each person. 

Now you can start. Everyone 
stands on their line with their Guy, 
Each person then takes it in turn 
to roll the dice and you move your 
Guy along the circles according to 
the number that comes up. 

To make the game longer you 
can decide that throwing a*six 
means you go back to the start, 
and the who reaches the bonfire 
first ts the winner! 


Have a sparkling bonfire night 
but follow the fireworks code 


@ 


[ Climb dhpardlxapd Explore. 
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The German battleship Graf Spee t 
having suffered heavy damage 
from Commodore Harwood s 
cmsier squadron, has escaped 
under a smoke screen and heads 
for Montevideo: 


BATTLE OF TIIE RIVER PLATE 



• To be continued 



1. ILMENUUMN 2. KNAPN LACAIPT 3. OCNTTHCEA 

Unscramble these words and you may win a family ticket to the London Boat Show at 
Earls Court in January. Answers on a postcard with your name, address and member- 
\ ship number to Captain Plank, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth 

POI 3HH. The first three correct answers out of the Answers Chest get the tickets. 


THE CREW all love nothing better than a 
good movie. There are some great films 
out on video at the moment - and they 
really enjoyed watching The King and I 
and Jack Frost. 

Susie thought The King and I was excel¬ 
lent, lots of top songs to sing along to and 
a really good story. 

The film follows Anna Leonowens and 
her son Louis on their travels to the mys¬ 
terious land of Siam. Anna has been 
asked to teach the King of Siam’s children 
but she gets a bit more than she bar¬ 
gained for! She ends up having to teach 
the King himself a few lessons! 

Jack watched Jack Frost. This is a 
stonking story about a musician who’s 
about to go for the biggest audition of his 
life but decides that his family are more 
important to him than the work. 

He starts to drive home but is killed on 
the way. This would be really horrid, but 
he comes back one year later as a really 
cool guy! Yes, you've guessed it - as a 
snowman. Chill out when you’re watching 
this film! 

• To win these videos, see the com- 
petion on page 28 . 



Win these great videos! 





Pfeese enroff me as a member of The Cany Plank C/*b t 
Jl / enclose a PO/cbeque (payable to Navy News} for £3.25 


Name 

Address 


.........Postcode 

D.O.B,...... Tel No ... 


joined by: Parent Grandparent "I Other H 

Do you have any; Brothers ~1 Sisters “I Ages 1 

Special Interests: Sport "I Music 1 Film/TV "1 

Friends *1 Reading "I 

JJb 

^ I Send your completed form, together with 
(if ftfll mil CfM a postal order/cheque for £3.25 to: 

(itfifeffctf The Gang Plank Club 

filifr !*#/ Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 

If you would like any further information before applying, LI 
* 1 call 01705 733558 or 01705 826040 (24 hr Answerphone) cn§ 

We will also accept payment by:- Visa, Delta. Access. Mastercard I 
^ or Switch on orders of £5.00 or more j 



The White Ensign Association 

Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased Kelp on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The Gangplank Club 1 is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 


@ 


Surf 


•Seacefr-wiTH Techno 


BBte 
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Education 




Art Lesson: "Be creative, aim high) 


Aft Deca^ment ftojec f 


The Headmaster. Kefty Coliege. Tavistock Devon, 
a 19 OH2 Tel/Fax: q! S22 612050 

H\| <; kellyriftk'gcxnim 
%\ w w kcMv L’ollogiM'om 


Values added for life. 


TRINITY 



SCHOOL 


L SPWPlDEHCfe J 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS PREPARATORY 3 11 SENIOR IM9 

Trinity School is thriving: 

Wc have increasing pupil numbers ami first rate ex*am anti sports results. 

The School is Focused an the needs of the individual and helps to build 
confidence* thus helping them to realise their full potential. 

Courses can be tailored to nurture individual ability 

Statement from a recent School leaver; 

"The teachers help as become more mature, amt to respect others 
opinions. They are ail so very helpful here”. 

Over £2 million lias been spent over the last 5 years 
on a structured development programme including boarding 
accommodation with en-suite fad titles* 

Jwi uiti be warmly nek anted when you visit (Ire Sr him L 
Phase contact tester Cunningham. 


■TRINITY SCHOOL¬ 


ED CKE RIDGE ROAD • TE1GNMOUTH * DEVON • TQI4 SLY 
TEL 101626) 774138 FAX (01626) 771541 e-mail trinsc 123@Ml.com 

Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 


♦ For the sons and daughters of members and retired 
members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

4 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

♦ Caring family atmosphere 

♦ Pupil: Teacher ratio 10:1. Average class size 16 

♦ Excellent record in GCSE* GCE A Level, AGNVQ 
and in the numbers entering university 

♦ Subsidised fees of £300 per term whether serving or retired 

♦ Ash about the value added dimension to our academic work. 



Further enquires to: 

Headmaster - The Duke of York’s School 
Dover CT15 SEQ 

Phone: (01304) 245024 



Embley Park 
School 


Romsey, Hampshire, S051 62E 


Tel: (01794) 512206 Fait: (01794) 518737 
e-mail: embley.park.school@virgin.net 


Reg hie red Charity 
existing to educate children 


To advertise in our next Navy News 

EDUCATION SUPPLEMENT 

contact Debbie Stirman on 01705 725062 NOW! 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 

FAREHAM. P017 5BL 


Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 

Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 

GIRLS' BOARDING AVAILABLE 

Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds % Strong Forces Link 

For tud details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 

Please Telephone: Ferehem (01329) 280955 . ^ c*" 1 * 3073*6 



READ THE VIDEO REVIEW ON PACE 27 OF THIS 
MONTHS NAVY NEWS CANCPLANK CLUB PACES... 
ANSWER THE TWO QUESTIONS CORRECTLY AND 


YOU COULD WIN THESE TWO VIDEOS! 

Q IN WHAT FORM DID JACK FROST APPEAR TO HIS FAMILY? 
Q WHAT LAND DID ANNA AND HER SON JOURNEYTO? 

Answers on a postcard with your name and address to: 

The Gangplank Club, Navy News, HM6 Nelson, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth P01 3HH 

CLOSINC DATE FOR ENTRIES - 30TH NOVEMBER 1999 

The Editors decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible. 


L@te®[n) Rfctor Stew Tkfe<M Wflmoirs 


Mr E* N. Davies of Hants 
Mr V. McDonnagh of Sheffield 
Mr Roger Blain of Cheshire 
Ms Ann McCaffrey of Devon 
Mr Hugh Walter of Berks 


Mrs J. Savory of Beds 
Mr Samuel of Manchester 
Mr Donald Cremer of Surrey 
Mr O. J. Webb of Warwickshire 
Mr Mike Napper of Clevedon 




Silver Crown Brooch 

£32.99 each UK 

£33*49 each Surface Mail Overseas 



8” Painted Seaman Statue 

£100*00 each UK 

AHo available cast in Btonze £72.00 eoeft tiff. 
Hrese 






Silver Anchor Brooch 
or pendant 

set with either pearls.green 

tourmaline or blue topaz. 


Pint Star Tankard 

£29*10 each UK 





Cat mug 

£8.99each UK 



Bross Clock Paperweight 

£21 *99 each UK 

£22*99 each Surface Mail Overseas 
Crown motif also available 



/ 




Calling all Navy News' 
Subscribers - 


Did you know - that by quoting 
your unique subscriber number; 
you can take advantage of our 
10% discount off any of Navy 


White Ensign Scarf 

£12*99 each UK 

£13*49 each Surface Mail Overseas 



Champagne Stopper 
£10.69 each UK 
£11 *44 each Surface Mall 
Overseas 


News'own promotional items 
advertised throughout the paper. 


To order any Item on this page 
write to or telephone:- 
The Business Manager (JS11/99), 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone 02392 733558 

Cheques payable to Navy Nevw to accompany 
orders for orders outside the UK payment can be 
made by Chequetfnfemational Money Order m £ 
Sterling and drawn an UK bank 
ejr for pay mem by credit eard/switch, UK & 
Abroad please use the coupon on pagp 4 

Please allow 2& days for delivery. 

NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SI2E , 


C CflOWN COPYRIGHT MOD 

fi^producwf with itw panmtaton 

at th* Conttelhi dI huso 


www.navynews.co.uk 


























































































NAVY NEWS, NOVEMBER 1999 29 



Recruitment & Business Opportunities 




NOON PRODUCTS LTD 

Specialists in Chilled and Frozen ready meals 

PRODUCTION ENGINEER 

Noon Products Ltd arc a leadim* Food Manufacturer 
supplying a wide range of branded and ow n label chilled 
and frozen ready meals lo supermarkets. 

As pan of our continued expansion, we are looking to strengthen 
our engineering team. 

An ideal opportunity exists fora skilled Mechanical/Electrical 
Engineer to join uv 

You should possess a minimum of City and Guilds or similar 
qualifications with at least 2 years experience and have an 
understanding of 3-phase distribution and motor control systems. 

Responsibility we he for die re)iability and efficiency of the 
complete plant through plarmed/breakdown maintenance, logic 
fault finding and and machine/process improvements. 

This is a shift position, which offers full training and excellent 
remuneration for the right person. 

Please apply in writing. including a comprehensive CM to;- 

Michael l)unn 

Health, Safety & Engineering Manager 
Noon Products Limited 
2 Collett Way, (treat Western Industrial Park, 
t Southall, Middlesex UH2 4SE 


FLS Aerospace Limited 


The prospect of joining FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader. 


Operating from London Gat wick, London Stansted. London Luton 
and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the following; 



LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSH0P MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL: Engine Shop / Hydraulic Shop / Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC: Instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed. Experience in Aerospace 
advantageous, bul appropriate training will be provided where necessary. 


This is an outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement. 


Please appiy in writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker, 

Senior Personnel Officer, FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road, 
London - Stansted Airport, Essex CM 2A IRE 


For Company information see our website at> 
www. FLSAer opsace com 

E-mail: guyw@flsaerospace.com Fax No : 01279 680085 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 8DY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 

£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

to work in 1* E and 2"'' tine maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation,, Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 years, 
8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident and life 
assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 

Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: N 199 

All applicants will be reviewed and only those 
considered suitable will be contacted. 


WorU CHALLENGE 

EXPEDITIONS 


EXPEDITION LEADERS REQUIRED 

Would you tike to lead a 4 week educational expedition 
of 16»1Byr olds to South America, Africa or Asia in 2000? 


IDEALLY YOU WILL: 

■ be at least 24 years old 

* have developing world expedition experience 

* have your JSMEL or UEL 

ALL EXPENSES PAID 


Apply now for your FREE place on a World Challenge Expeditions 
Dec ember/February TRAINING COURSE 
or 

To find out more, come to an OPEN EVENING to meet leaders past & presen I 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 8 AN APPLICATION FORM 
CALL JANE 0181 728 7220 or 0181 961 1122 TODAY! 

{EMAIL: jhenry@ wo rid-challengexo.uk | Please quote Rel: NN11 


POLICE 

RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDV PROGRAMME 

New Tea/'Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO B m 460, DONCASTER IJN49XL 


MARINE ENGINEER 


Required to be part of our team 
which is the second larges! Boat 
Company on the island ol Menorca. 
Baleancs, and English owned 
Maintaining & servicing privately 
owned pleasure crafts. 

For further details contact NIGEL on 
Tel: OO 3* 971 367891 


JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.jobsearchers.ca.uk 


2 E3 S 


INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
seeks muk/fcmales Am bilious, 
caring, honest. Secure future. 
For more informafian call 

DAVID HEADS ON (O707U 22212J 


Please also see 
LatCom advert 


OIL RIGS 

The Essential Guide - 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESNT KNOW WHERE TO START 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS. 

• BOOKS TODAY * 
01263 869808 

0 Clegg Ave. ThorntonCtaveleys. 
Lane#. FY5 TBJ, UK 


WANTED. MEN & WOMEN 
serious about loosing wcighl 
in the next 30 days. Money hack 
guaramee. 1 ndependent HerhaI ife 
disirihulor. Call 01329 663524. 
w w w, herha I i fc4u s .com 

LEARN WHILE YOU SERVE! 

Home study Sales Training Course 
will help prepare you for Civvy 
Street. Industry Recognition* 
Completion Certificate* Professional 
selling ski I is. Discount for service 
personnel. Call 01506 857188 


Broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RMR) comprises civilian 
volunteers (including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at sea and ashore. 



ROYAL 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 



Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend . 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to £1,050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN). 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further information* contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office, 

For details Of these ‘phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 017Q5 727676. 


Looking for a new Career in the 
Offshore Industry? 

Nutec Safety Training Centres provide safety & medical 
training to OPITO standards for installation & standby & 
support vessels. Nutec courses are recognised for 
resettlement training & are MOD approved 


For i brochure & tftjrir dctatl s can 
TlfttlDE: Tel: 0IM2 S&&6S6 
Fix: 01642 *63224 
E-Mail riuirtufctonynnei.co.Lrli 
GttMS&YT<H: 0U72 359856 
ABERDEEN Tel: 01224 725MI 



■mm 


FRA Services Ltd is a leading aircraft support company based 
fn Bournemouth* The company is currently recruiting for its 
major contract in North Shropshire: 

QUALIFIED HELICOPTER INSTRUCTORS 
QUALIFIED HELICOPTER CREWMAN INSTRUCTORS 
SIMULATOR QUALIFIED HELICOPTER INSTRUCTORS 
Benefits 

Benefits include free Life Assurance, Personal Pension Scheme, 
26 days holiday per onnum and a highly compelilive salary 

To Apply 

Please send your CV to, or request an Application Form from: 

The Personnel and Training Assistant 

FRA Services Ltd 

RAF Shawbury 

Shrewsbury 

Shropshire 

SY4 4DZ 

Tel: 01939 251048 


£>Naisnr jobs in new Zealand 


£ We’re making headlines 

■r. 


EDUCATION OFFICER 
ROYAL NEW ZEALAND NAVY 




Application* to join the Royal New- Zealand Navy as an Education Officer art now being invited. Successful applicants will 
preferably be lieutenants with tertiary and teaching qualifications together with secondary/polytechnic experience. Vacancies exist 
for those qualified and experienced in (caching a combination of English, Mathematics, Mechanics, Engineering, Ucctrotedinology, 
Electronics and Mechanlcal/EJectricaJ Drawing, The teaching level is equivalent to Higher National Ccrrificaic/Dipkinia. Intern! 
and experience in curriculum development and/or assessment procedures is essential. 

Successful candidates will work at HMNZ5 TAMAKL the training establishment of the Royal New Zealand Navy, in [Devonport* 
Auckland. There may be opportunities later to move into other fidds in the Navy, such as training development, quality control and 
administration. HMNZS IAMAK1 i$a registered Govtmmcm Training Establishment. 

For further information and a job application farm, 
send your Curriculattt Vitae to: 

THE HEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, 

UAYM ARKE L LONDON, SW1Y 4TQ 



Store Managers and Assistant Managers 


T&S are taking the country by storm. We re already the UK's most successful convenience 
and newsagents store chain with 1200 outlets nationwide - now we’ve got even bigger plans 
for the future. 


* you 
ell rr 


thriving and we’ll make sure you thrive too. 

To join us, you’ll need retail experience and ideally some management or supervisory 
experience. But more than that, we’re looking for the zest and enthusiasm to motivate 
and lead your team by example Assistant Managers could be managing their own store 
within 12-18 months. Managers can expect real responsibility and every opportunity to 
develop (along with either a car allowance or an accommodation allowance, depending on 
your circumstances). 

So turn your performance into profit Send your CV to Helen Savin . Personnel and 
Development Manager, T&S Stores pic , 128a High Street , Cole shill r Warwickshire 
B46 3BJ , Alternatively contact our recruitment answerphone on 01543 363111 (24 hours). 
Please quote reference HSNN. 




Supercics 


l K3CT5a nNF.srnP 

Never closed to talent 


J 


@ 


Discover neyv/kphizbns. 


4 -- 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Capt G. F Baxter to be CO 
HMS Agrippa and OIC RN 
Element Naples. Oct. i 
Cdr S. R. McQuaker to be CO 
HMS Northumberland. Jan. 6. 

Cdr T. F* MeBarnel to be CO 
HMS Iron Duke, Sept 28. 

Cdr S. J. Ancona to be CO 
HMS Newcastle. Jan. 19. 

Lt Col A. Salmon to be CO 42 
Cdo. Dec. 14. 

A/Cdr S. R Porter to be CO 

HMS York. Jan. It. 

A Cdr Ft. J* R Buckland to be 

CO HMS Lancaster Oct 25 

Li Cdr J. L, R. Foreman to be 

CO HMS Dumbarton Castle, Jan. 

7, 

Lt Cdr S. Holt to be CO HMS 
Cattistock, Jan. 14. 

Lt Cdr P. K* Milburn to be CO 
HMS Leeds Castle. Feb, 8, 

Lt P, J. Douglas, to be OIC 
Birmingham University RN Unit. 
Nov. 19. 

Lt M. F. Pearson, to be OIC 

Sussex University RN Unit. Jan. 
28. 

Lt A. W. Percivai to be CO 

HMS Cottesmore. Dec. 13. 



• HMS Speedy, the Royal Navy's first and only 
hydrofoil entered service in 1979. 


40 years ago 

HMS Vanguard, Britain's last battleship, was to be 
scrapped. She had been Reserve Fleet headquar¬ 
ters ships at Portsmouth since 1956, but it was 
now possible to provide shore accommodation to 
the personnel who had been living on board. 

Lord Carrington succeeded the Earl of Selkirk as 
First Lord ot the Admiralty. Lord Selkirk, in his 
farewell message, said he had been greatly 
impressed by the capacity of the whole Naval 
Service - unformed and civilian - to adapt to meet 
"the far-reaching changes ot our time". 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
ages to recall some of the November 
eadlioes ot past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


30 years ago 


DEVQNPORT was to be developed as an opera¬ 
tional base for the support of nuclear powered fleet 
submarines. The move, said Navy News , might 
appear to raise doubts about the future of HMS 
Dolphin. But; “The Oberon class are being mod¬ 
ernised . and it is highly unlikely that thereafter 
the Navy's only underwater fleet will consist of tour 
Polaris and eight or so fleet submarines," 

20 years ago _ 

A NEW anti-seasickness drug was being trialled 
on board HM ships Broadsword and Scylla. Under 
the trade name of Stugeron. it was already being 
used widely in the civil market. 

HMS Speedy, the Navy's first hydrofoil, reached 
speeds of over 50 knots during her acceptance tri¬ 
als. She would be evaluated for a variety of roles, 
including offshore patrol duties. 


Points 


THE FOLLOWING list shows Ihe total points 
Of the man and women at the top Of each 
advancement rosier tor petty officer and lead¬ 
ing rales m October alter issue of Bi3s 

Intermediaries (Ini) indicates thal person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they ere eligible 
to receive meril points or before Ihe roster 
can be adjusted to take account gf them 
This means thal personnel are advanced in 
basic date order Dates shown against Inf 
rosters are the basic dates q! the top eligible 
personnei. The number following the points 
(or basic date) is the number advanced in 
October. 

CCMEAML Int {21.7,98), Nil: 
CCMEAEL Int (5.6,90), Nil CCMEAMLSM 
Ini (10,3.98), Nil CCMEAELSM Int 
(4 9.90), Nil CCWEAADC Ofy. 4. 
CCWEAWOO Int (26 3.99). Nil: 
CCWEAAQCSM Dry, Nil: CCWEAWDOSM 
Dry. Nil CCWEASw$NAV$M Dry. Nil: 
CCWEASWSTECSM Dry, Nil CCAEAM 
Dry. 1 CCAEAR Dry, Nil CCAEAWL - 335 
[1 5.96). Nil 

PO(EW)tO) 99 (10.9 96). 2; LS(EW) 
Dry, Nit: PO(M) - Int (6,5.97). 3. LS(M) Ini 
110,6,97). 3 PO(R) 318 (14.3,95). 6' LS(R) 
Ini (13 1 38). 4 POfS) tnl (14.10.87). 3: 
LS(S) int (9 6 98). 3 PO(D) 414 
(It. 10.94), 1: LS(D) 738 (14.1.93). 1; 


PO(MW)(0) Ini (9 2.991, Nil: LS(MW) Int 
(17 11 981. Nil PO(SR) 416 (11 10 94), 1: 
LS(SB) int (10.6 97), Nil: PO(SEA) 4BB 
(15 3 94). 4 P0CY Dry Nil; POCO 505 
(6 2 94), 2. 

LRO int (8,6.991. Nil; PORT 566 

(12.10.93) , Nil, RPO 662 (3.11 92), 4 

POMEM(L)fGS) - Int (13-6.99). 2: LMEM- 
£L)(GS) Ini 07,9,98), 3: POMEM(M)(GS) 
Int (1712 97). 8 LMEM(M)(GS) 107 
(19 2.97), 8: POWEM(O) Ini (4.3,97). 3: 
LWEM(O) 230 (19.3.96). 4; PQWEM- 
(R)(GS) 132 (7 5.96), 5; LWEM(R)(GS) 

408 (27.7.94). 5; POCA(GS) 491 (16,2.94), 
2; LCH(GS) 501 (5.1.94), 4; POSTD(GS) 
773 (20 6,91). 2: LSTD(^S) 469 

(20.10.94) . 3: POSA(GS) 209 (14.2.96), 2: 

LSA(GS) 82 (20.5,97), 3: POWTR(GS) 
531 (24 3,94), 3; LWTR(GS) 554 (25.4 94) 
3 POMA Ini {9.9.97:. Nil LMA ln| 
(13.1 98), 6: PO{S)(SM)(0) 4GB (12.9.94). 
2: LS(S){SM) 401 (16 6 94), t: 

PO(TS)(SM) 550(10.6.93). I: LS(TS)(SM) 

575 (15.12.93). Nil; PQR5{SM1 246 

(10.10.95) . Nil LRO(SM) Ini (13,10 90). 2; 

PQMEM(L)(SM) int (4.2.99), 2; 

LMEM(L)(SM) Dry. Nil: POMEM(M)(SM) 
Dry. 4: LMEM(M)(SM) Dry. Nil 

POWEM(RKSM) 679 (3.11.92), Nil: 

LWEM(RRSM) 849 (22.10.91). I: 


POSA(SM) In! (14.7.97). Nil: LSA(SM) Int 
(15.3.981. Nil: POWTR(SM) - Dry, 1. 
LWTR(SM) Int (24.4 99). Nil: P0CA(SM) 
Int (3.12 971. Nil LCH(SM) 787 (13.8.92), 
Nil: POSTD(SM) S90 (31 3 92), Nil: 

LSTD(SM) 245 (15.2.96), 2; POA(AH) 
589 (27.4.93), 2; LA(AH) 405 (6 12.94). 2; 
POA(METOC) Int (22.6.99), Nil; 
LA(ilETQC) Int (2.2.99), I, POA{PHOT> 
1028 (2,10 90). 1; POA(SE) 775 11.4.92}. 
I, LA(SE) Int (4.6.98), 2. POACMN 435 
(27.1,94), 2 POAC Dry. Nil; POAEM(M) 
Ini (18 3 99). 2; LAEM(M) 476 (16.6 94). 4. 
POAEMfR) Dry, Nil: LAEM(fi) 532 

(17 2 94), 1 POAEM(L) Dry. Nil; LAEM(L) 
424 (16.6.94), 5 

POW(R) Dry, Nil: POW(RS) 608 

(13.10,92). Nil: LWRO Dry, Nil. POWPT 
Dry, Nit: RPOW Dry Nil: POWCA Dry, Nil: 
IWCH Dry Nil. POWSTD Dry. Nil: 
LWSTD 329 119.10.95), Nil ROWS A Dry 
Nil LWSA Dry. Nil POWWTR Dry. Nil 
LWWTR 539 (24 3 94). Nil, PQWWTR(G) 
Dry. Nil POW(METOC), Dry, Nil: 

LW(METOC) Dry. Nil, POWPHOT Dry Nil 
POWAEM(M) Dry. Nil: LWAEM(M) Dry. 

N.l POWAEM(fl) Dry Nil: LWAEM(H) 
Dry. Nil; POWAEM(L) Dry. Nil, LWAEM(L) 
Dry, Nil POWETS 835 (12.t2.91), 1; 
LWITS 667 (2.3 93), 1; LWTEL Dry, Nil: 


POWWA 642 (10.3 93), Nil: LWWA 445 
(7.9.94), Nil. POWDHYG Dry. Nil; POWD* 
SA Ini (17.11.97), 1: LWDSA tot (9,12.97), 
3; POEN(G) Dry. Nil; LEN(G) Dry. Nil: 
PQNN Ini (13.1.90). Nil. PQMA(Q) Dry, 
Nil: LMA(G) - Dry, Nil. 

PO(AWW) ■ Int (8 9 98). Nil; LOM(AWW) 

Ini (17.1198), Nil: PO(AWT) - Ini 
(16.1198). Nit; LOM(AWT) Int (21.11 98), 
2; PO(UW) Ini (16.3,99). Nil; LOM(UW) 
tot (9,12,98), Nil; PO(EW) Ini (9 6 98), Nil, 
LOM(EW) tot (4 5 99). 3: PO(MW) Int 
(8 9 98). Nil; LOM(MW) Ini (5 1 99), Nil 
PO(C) Ini (6.199), Nil; LOM(C) int 
(16 TO 98). 2; POfSSM) Ini (23 3 90), 2: 
LOM(SSM) ini (14.10.97), 2: PO(TSM) Int 
(29.1 97] Nil. iGM(TSM) Ini (19.3,97). Nil 
PCHC5M) Ini (10.6.97), I: LOM(CSM) ln( 
(10 3 99). 1: PO(WSM) Ini (5 5 98), Nil; 
LOM(WSM) 582 (13 8.93). 2 

Basic date tor ratings in the following cal 
egory, which has no examination for (he ngjcl 
higher rate, is applied m accordance wilh 
BR1066 Chapter 22: 

POWTEL - 913 (28,4,93), Nil: 

It should be noted that the number of 
Bi3s «ssued m the lemate categories are 
those advanced from Ihe female shore roster 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval drafting in October tor Ihe following to 
be advanced: 

To ACCAEA(M) B.L, Trapneil (Exch 
Army SC(G) 

To CCCT R A Illingworth (JSSU Digby), 
D Percy (PJHQ) 

To CCWEA J.P. Reha (CFM Pmoulh), 
S B. Biggs {SSA/CWTA P mouth). 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in October for the (allowing 
ratings to be promoted to Chief Petty Officer: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPG(EW)(0) ID Colbert 
(RNEAWC) 

To CPO(S) S J. Black (Dryad), S.R. 
Davies (Monmouth) 

OPERATIONS (COMMS) 

To CPOH5 C. Rowston (Sutherland), 
S.J O Neill (Marlborough). FM Hillis 
(ROC Northwest). 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 

To CPOWEM(R) R.J, Bracey (DCSA 
Radio Ply Ih) 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 

To CROC A D-K. Fawkner Simpson 

(Raleigh). 

To CPOSA IE Cornish [FSU 03) 

To C POWETS M. J Darlow IE xceitent). 

To CPOWTR M G Davies [Drake 
DLogs.i. MB, Bingham (BDS Washington) 

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINEERING) 

To CPOAEM(L) M H. Hemmmgs (848 


Squadron, Heron) 

To CPOAEM(M) M A Jennings (RNAS 
Culdrose). S.K, Moore (RNAS Culdrose). 
G.E Pucketl 1815 SqnOEU) 

To CPOAEM(R) D A Lee {RNAS 
Culdrose). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPO(TSSM) D N MacGregor (CSST 
Shore Faslane). 

CPO ABTIFIC E R TEC H NICI AN 
Commodore Naval Drahing has been noti 
tied of the following advancements to Chief 
Petty Officer ArtificerTechnidan whrch were 
made by commanding officers 

To CPOMEA L.E. Amsley (Sutherland), 
DJ Allan (Victorious Pod), D Allison (CFM 
Pmoulh). A D Bateman (Glasgow), AM 
Cadwallader {CFM P moulh). G.J. Fairbairn 
(Trenchant), M R. Hayman (Drake CFM). 5.1 
Spencer (Nottingham). 

To AC POME A R.N. Gay (Sultan), CM 
Hurston (Drake CFM) 

To CPOAEA(L) J G Edwards (819 
Sqn), W.L. Newcombe (RFANSU Argusi. 

To CPOAEA(M) G Boyle <019 Sqn) 

To CPOAEA(R) N Medialt (849 Sqn 
HOV 

To CPOWEA - C D Helmote (Scott). R T 
Jones (Collingwood). R.F.R. Nash (Raleigh), 
G. Whyte iMonmoulhj, 

To ACPOWEA R E Bicker (Victorious 
Port), G. Cairns (Victorious Port). MJ. 
Driscoll (ExcetFent), D.A.E Ken mure 
(Wesimtnsier) 


Swop drafts 


MEM Taytor (Scale 0). HMS Drake ext 
652209 drafted HMS Sheffield, Dec Will 
swop lor any Plymouth ship, preferably 
deploying next year 

MEM Potter HMS Raleigh ext 41547 or 
01752 222786, dratted HMS Gloucester. 
Dec. 6 Will swop for any Devonpod ship 
deploying or not, 

OM(C)1 Hannan. HMS Bicester, BFPO 
227, will swop for Type 22/23 or CVS, 
Anything considered 

LSA Butcher. HMS Southampton, BFPO 
369, deploying Feb. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth ship or establishment 

CH Bowman HMS Nelson ext 24139. 
drafted HMS Argyll, Nov. 8. Would like any 
Portsmouth ship, preferably CVS 

WTH P. McDonald 80t NAS. BFPO 
2000, deploying m new year (sea draft. LSSB 
payable all year round whelher embarked or 
nol). Will swop tor any sea draft to frigate Or 
smaller, deploying or not, 

WTR Fenwick, Ships Office. HMS 
Chalham. BFPO 253 Will consider any 
Devonpod ship jusl entering refit. 

LCH Vincent 30 Mess, HMS 
Campbeltown, deploying Jan Will swop lor 
any non-deploying Plymouth ship. 

CH McIntyre Mam Galley, HMS 
Sutherland, BFPO 398. tong deployment 
May. Will consider any ship, any area (usual¬ 
ly Plymouth rating) nol deploying or wi|h 
short deployment. 


POAEM(L) Whitetord RNAS Culdrose 
ex! 2260. or 01326 552260, dratted HMS 
Illustrious battery room, Jan. 4. Will consider 
any Culdrose or RNAS Yeoviflon front-line 
droit. 

LRO Govier Main Comms Office, HMS 
Grimsby. BFPO 292 (can be replaced by 
LOM Comms). Will swop for any ship nor 
based m Scotland, deploying or not. preler 
ably Portsmouth based. 

OM(C)l John HMS Cottesmore. BFPO 
257 (Fasfane based, Nl Squadron ship). Will 
swop for any Portsmouth or Plymouth draft. 

MEM1 K. L, S, Cox. HMS Nelson ext 
24164. drafted HMS Quorn. Dec 20 (Need 
Hunt Maintainors Course). Will swop tor any 
Plymouth ship, preferably Type 22. 

LSTD D. P C. Beal HMS Newcastle 
BFPO 343, will consider any Devonport 
I rigate. 

CPOWEA(AD) Lockle CPOs Mess. 
HMS York, BFPO 43D dratted SSA Bristol, 
wilh recent sonar 2016 experience. mid-Feb 
Will swop lor any Portsmouth shore base. 


RATINGS seeking la swop drafts must 
meet Ihe requirements ol BR14. arti¬ 
cle 0666, in particular I hey should be 
on or due ihe same kind of service - ie 
sea dr shore; have lime to serve in 
iheir current draft; be Ihe same rate; 
and be Of similar experience. 


Deaths 


Ronald W, Fisher DSM and Bar RVM, 
CGY tn Royal Yachi 1956-64 (RVM). Served 
1934-64. Ships included; Repulse, Emerald, 
Kelvin (Second Battle ol Side - DSM as 
A f Yeo ol Sigs “for gallantry, skill and sea¬ 
manship"), Ben Lomond. Sheffield. Mercury. 
One of only 152 ratings in WW2 to receive a 
Bar to DSM (tor distinguished service during 
clearance of Aegean and rekel of Greece 
1944-45). Aug. 3, aged 79. 

Viscouni Caldecott? KBE. DSC, former 
Lt Cdr RNVR (Robert Andrew Lnskip), served 
1939 46 Ships; Aragonite (survivor), 
Kingston (Allantic convoys Med., evacuation 
ol Greece - DSC. and Crete. Second Battle 
ol Sirte), Rolherham (East Indies Fleet). 
Post war siudied naval architecture al RN 
College. Greenwich. Former director ol 
English Electee, former deputy manager ol 
BAC (headed guided weapons division), for¬ 
mer chairman of Delia Group. Pro- 
Chancellor Cranlield Instilute ol Technology 
1976-84 end President of Royal Academy ol 
Engineering 1981 86 Sept. 20, aged 81 

Ranald Boyle DSC, commissioned In 
RNVR after |oming as rating in 1941. Ships: 
Fernie, Calpe (severely wounded whiia 
directing evacuation of troops Irom Dieppe). 
African Coastal Flotilla 1944 45-clandestine 
work with MTBs in Med Post-war CO ot 
Japanese PQW camp in Hong Kong. 
Diplomatic Service 1964-70. merchant 
banker 1970 96 $epl. 17, aged 78. 

DeHck Fulcher DSC. Lt RNVR 1940-46. 
Awarded DSC lor his role in Juno Beach HQ 
Ship HMS Hilary m Normandy landings. Pre 
and post-war civil servant, including chair 
man ol management survey committees ol 
NATO. Social security consultanl to Govt and 
EEC, Aug 27. aged 81, 

Cdr A, C, D. (Tony) Leach DSC. VRD. Lt 
Cdr RN. RNR RMnVR. SNVR Second 
Gunnery Officer m HMS Rodney during 
Bismarck action. Other service: Leander 
(1934-36), Firedrake. Scarborough. 
Versatile. Fleetwood. Churchill (COl. 
Hadleigh Castle (CO) Anthony (CO), 
Hesperus (CO). Rosebay. LOCh Katrine. Anti- 
Submarine School. Londonderry. Naval 
liaison instructor al RAF College CranweiJ. 
HMS Mauritius. Kenya, Terror (Singapore). 
Royal Malayan Volunteer Reserve as 
Captain instructor. Cdr RNR Aug 21. aged 
83 

Rt Rev Thomas Holland DSC. RN chap 
lam 1943-47 Service: RM Training Group 
Daldilch. depot and repair ship HMS 
Ascanms (0 Day. DSC). Ceylon. Port 
Chaplain Bombay Roman Catholic co-adju 
tor Bishop of Portsmouth i960 64, Bishop of 
Saltord 1964 83. Sept 30. aged 91 

Li Cdr Robert (Bobby) Woolrych OBE 
leading figure in development ol pest war RN 
lighter direction Ships (WW2) Orion. 
Argonaut. Nortolk. Leander, Trident. Windsor, 
Naif ana Post-war: Vengeance. Glory 
(Korea) Study Group of Joint Global Wartare 
Committee (1954 58). Defined new opera 
tional procedures to accompany advanced 
air warfare radar (Type 984. Ihe firsl high res¬ 
olution. 3D radar). Became an architect after 
leaving RN in t958, and won award lor 
design ol the News building at Portsmouth, 
Aged 79 

U Cdr Cecil Smith, served 1926-59. Old 
Boy ot Greenwich School (1921 26). Joined 
HMS Ganges as Boy Seaman Ships: 


Benbow, Vindictive, Repulse, Renown, Keilh, 
Escort (Atlantic), Naiad (Crete, wounded). 
Faulknor. Phoebe (veteran of An*io land¬ 
ings). Narvik (Operation Grapple A-bomb 
Eests). Sept. 25, aged 09. 

Very Rev Randolph Wise, served as 
RNVR officeri 943-47. CO ol minesweeper in 
Indian Ocean, Posl-war career in Church cul¬ 
minated in him becoming Doan Emeritus of 
Peterborough. Freeman of City ol London, 
Sept. 0. aged 74. 

Viscount Hood, served in RNVR 1939- 
45 Served on staff ol commander Scapa 
Flow Naval Base, and later in Bermuda. 
Seventh Viscount, son ol Rear Admiral the 
Hon. Sir Horace Hood. Aged 85. 

Roland (Yortcle) Dykes. e*-CK. HMS 
London 1947 49 Aug 16 

Peter White. ex-L5. served 1942-57. 
Ships: Belfast, King George V. HM sub¬ 
marines. Rattlesnake. 

Alex W. (Sandy) Crulckshank member 
of Algerines Association (Welfare and 
Myrmidon). July 21. 

Robert Hubert Davey. member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Bramble). Aug. 
2 . 

Wilt E. Farmery BEM. member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Algerine) Aug. 
13. 

Peter Long field, member of Algerines 
Associalion (HMS Rosario). Aug. 15. 

William J. Guneon. member of Algerines 
Association (HMS Laertes). Aug. 19 

Robert Foote member of Algerines 
Association (HMS Moon), Aug 22. 

Arthur Adams member ol Algerines 
Association (HMS Rolans) Sap) f 

Leonard S- Johnson member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Cadmus) Sept 7. 

Jack Storey, member of Algerines 
Association (HMS Peiorusl Sepl. 12 

Cecil H. Wilkins member of Algerines 
Association (HM ships Minsirei, Ilfracombe), 
Sepl. 25 

Stanley Hill ex-Tel., member ol HMS 
Faulknor Associalion. July 22 

Jeck Good Ships Naiad. Porcupine. 
Serapis, Aug 23, aged 83 

Brian Leonard Davey ex-CPQ Cox a 
served 194 6 68 Ex-Holbrook schoolboy. 
Ships included Undaunted, Cleopatra. 
Cavalier Aged 71. 

Stanley Frederick Green, ex AB 

Service: DEMs and in HM ships Zenilti. 
Hamilcar, Pembroke Veteran ol Atlantic con¬ 
voys, Sicily and Normandy landings Aug 
Leonard (Jack) Frosi, member ol Aircraft 
Handlers Association. Aug. 16. aged 65. 

Hug hie Mlekle ex-SEA, served 1943-47. 
Aged 74 

William Brown. ex-RM. served 1940-45 
June 30. aged 79, 

Jim Lawless ex-CPO submariner, 
served 1945 73. Service: Newcastle, 
Chivalrous. Ocean. Ladybird. Tyne. Token, 
Thermopylae. Telemachus, Artful, Aurochs, 
Amphron, Oberon. Ofus. Osins. Sept. 2, aged 
68 

John Symons, ex-Tel., member of HMS 
Barham Survivors Association, in Manitoba 
David Ritchie, ex RM. member ol HMS 
Barham Survivors Association. 

George William Hayes. ex-MAA, served 
1928 45 Ex-Holbrook schoolboy. Ships: 
Indefatigable. Courageous. Curacoa, Effing¬ 
ham. Wyvern. Revenge. Victory. Hood. Iron 


Duke Aged 9fl 

Wiffiem Leltwtch. member of Tribal Class 
Destroyer Associalion 1939 45 (HMS 
Bedouin - survivor 1942 and ROW) Veteran 
of Norway. Ailanhc and Russian convoys, N 
Alrica and Med 

Thomas William Adams BEM, ex-CPQ. 
Ships Leander. Exeter, Drake. VaIrani, 
Veteran of Russian convoys. Aug. 25. aged 
63. 

Michael Huggins, ex WO. Ships includ¬ 
ed HMS Illustrious. Sepl 10. aged 52. 

James (Charlie) White ex AB, member 
ot HMS Penelope Association 

Alex Cameron (S Africa), member ol 
HMS Penelope Association. 

Joe Mulvaney. ex-Tel Ships: Broadway, 
Narvik. Astrea. Ameihyst, Peacock. 
Cammandani Drogou (French). Member ol 
HMS Peacock Association. Aug. 3. 

Ted Cooper. ex-CK. ships included HMS 
Opportune (Arctic convoys) Sepl 13 

Eric Smith. Battle of River Plate veteran 
(HMS Aiax). Batlte Ol Sirte. Survivor HMS 
Legion. Sepl, 21, aged 79. 

Ronald Wilson Served In HMS 
Collingwood during severe bombing in 1943 
HMS Stalker (Malta convoys) Sepl 25. aged 
74 

Cecil Harold Wilkins, ex Tel. Ships 
included HMS Aurora (1940-41). Member ol 
HMS Aurora Association Sepl 25. aged 02, 

Peter Drink water, ex AB, member o! 
HMS Moreeambe Bay Association Sept. 10. 

Henry (Harry) A Chandler Commiss¬ 
ioned Gunner (T). served 1920 48. Field Gun 
crewman in 1920s Ships and submannes: 
Impregnable, Conqueror, Yarmoulh, Iron 
Duke. Agamemnon. Furious. H50. Regulus, 
L27 (Abyssinian enste). Despatch (S, Atlantic 
and Pacilic), Newark (Arctic and Malta con 
voysh Combined Ops Malta (Reggio. 
Piombino. Leghorn. Genoa). Vernon. Whelp. 
Excellent Sepl. aged 94 

Roger Jarrelt e*-PO(RELi. served 
1962 79. Ships, elc. Bt Vincenl, Collingwood. 
Penelope Mull of Kintyre. Brave Borderer 
Andromeda, Hecla, Gaialea, Osprey. RM 
Poole Sepl 20. aged 52, 

William Loti, ex Aircraft Handler 1949 
51, Member of the Aircraft Handlers 
Association Sepl. 8. 

Eric John Paine served 1939 56 Ships: 
Forth, Iris, Lynx, Illustrious. Dalrymple. 
Fisgard Raleigh Veteran ol N Africa and 
Sicily landings Aged 82. 

John Ede Charlton, served 1940-48 and 
RNVR 1953 58 Ships included HMS Viitiy. 
Sept. 28. aged 79. 

Albert (Victor) Ford ex Cpi RM. served 
1942 47 Veteran of D-Day and Pacific (with 
US Seventh Fleet). Life member ol Royal 
Marines Association. 

Tony Sparrowe. ex-Seaman Diver, mem¬ 
ber ol HMS Peacock Association. Sept. 28 in 
S, Africa Aged 63. 

Frederick Jack (Jlm/Florry) Ford ex- 

PO. served 1950 72. Ships: Victory. 
Vanguard, Pembroke, Cygnet, Cossack, 
Vernon. Afrikander. Osprey, Nimble. Hermes. 
Wizard. Beryyhead. Hamehead, Ajax, 
Neptune Member ol HMS Cossack 
Association. Sept, 17. 

Michael John Hodder. ex AB gunner, 
served 1984-96, Ships: Danae, Penelope, 
Hecla, Herald. Member of Royal British 
Legion. Oct. 5, aged 31. 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

U (E) E. R. Everson Ships. Splebay. 
Cochrane. Vernon. Mercury II, Collingwood. 
Victory, Rooke, 

U (S) T. A p Farrell Ships Bulwark. 
Lincoln. Osprey, Rooke. 

5/Ll (S) G. V. Graeme Ships: Pembroke. 
Caledonia 

LI Cdr (5) A. R. Hosgood Ships 
Furious, Vectis. Venerable. Newtoundiand. 
Unicorn, Vulture. Centaur, Falcon, 

Cdr C, A. Jenkins OBE. Ships: Caledon, 
Magnolia, Erebus, Danae, Funous, Lanka. 
Tamar. 

Lt Cdr E. Kile Ships: Bulawayo, Juprler. 
Starling. Ricasoli. Phoenicia, 

Lt Cdr W. H. V. Loveless Ships: 
Cornwall, President. Chinkara. Moutdare. 
Vengeance. Excellent, RCN HQ Ottawa. 

Lt Cdr (E) A. Richardson Ships: Eagle 
Chaplet, Si Vincenl, Tamar, Hecla, Excellent. 
Collingwood. Victory 

Cdr M O. Taylor QBE- Ships: Berwick, 
Rochester. Ritleman, Vernon. Victorious, 
Minerva. Dolphin. Dryad. 

LI P. Wood Ships: Veryan Bay, 
Vanguard, Barrosa. Ganges. Jutland, St 
Vincent. Bellerophon 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Edward (Sandy) Sandford, Leicester 
Ex LS. served 1938-53 Ships: St Vincenl 
Belfast, Hood. Victory. Excellent, Dahlia, St 
Brides Bay, Plover Invincible. Vengeance. 
Marne, St Angelo, Sarnies. Aged 77 

Edward Jenkins former treasurer 
Blandford WW2 RN Patrol Service Aug. 5. 

W S* Cotton. Worthing Ex Sgl RM 
WW2 Service: N Alrica. Sicily. Normandy 
(beaehmasler), Belgium. Burma. Aug. 12. 
aged 67 

Joan Denton associate member 
Letchwonh & Hitchin (wife ot Lelchworth 
chairman Les Denton). Aug 2. aged 72. 

Joe Holden. City ol Sheffield. 

Ken Renwrek Cily of Sheffield 
Jack Elshew. City ol Sheffield 
Ted Bates St Helens 
Jim Brums kill. St Helens 
Bill Roberts St Helens. Ships included 
HMS Onslow 

Keh Gibson Bury. Served 1939-46. 
Veteran el Russian convoys (HMS Nortolk). 
Aug, 28. 

Jim Boardman Wigan Ex-Stol. Served 
1940 45. Ships Europa, Badger Wildfire. 
Gipsy. HMT General Birdwood. 

J. E. (Jack) Seers Kingston upon 
Thames Ex AB. served 1942 46 Ships; 
Hannibal. Cormoranl, St Angelo. Ilex. 
Ltddesdate Aged 76. 

Cyril Brock, Basingstoke Ex-CK. Ships 
included HMS Vanguard lor TOyal tour ol S. 
Africa 1947 Member of HMS Vanguard 
Veterans, Sept. 6, aged 72. 

Ronald W, Talbot. Harlow Ex-LAM and 
member ol Essex branch ol FAA Association. 
July 29. 

Lionel A. Meed Harlow. Ex-Tel. Chalham 
Div Sept. 7. 

John Dennis. Brentwood Aug. 28. 

Jerry Hughes chairman and founder 
member Maldon Member ol HMS Venerable 
Association. Twice termer Mayor ol Maldon. 
June 30. 

Ray Peasnetl DSM. BexhilLon-Sea. Ex- 
PO Cox'n, served 1934-48 Ships: Queen 


Elizabeth, Fearless. City of Durban (decoy 
ship). Bootle (Normandy and Scheldt land¬ 
ings), Roberts Post-war instructor HMS 
Raleigh. Aug. 4 

Mike Jeffries. Leigh-on-Sea. Ex-Sgl RM 
vehicle mechanic, served 1942-46 including 
Normandy and Belgium July 30. 

Lt Cdr A. J, B. Cowdrey RNVR. vice 
president Canterbury for many years. Aug. 9, 

Douglas Robinson, associate member 
Nuneaton Sepl 5. aged 68. 

Donald Hanson, to under member 
Kendal, and member ol RN Patrol Service 
Association. Sepl 6. aged 72 

Bill Jarvis. Stevenage, termer vice presi¬ 
dent Lelchworth & Hilchm. Ex PQ. served 
1937-67. Ships included HMS Glowworm, 
Member ol Dunkirk Veterans Association. 
Sepl., aged 69. 

Mrs J. White, lile member Portsmouth. 
Sept. 23. aged 74. 

Alan Bibby, life member Portsmouth. 
Sepl. 12. aged 82. 

Bill Oliver. York & District Ex-AB, served 
1940-46. Member ot RN Patrol Service 
Association Sepl. 20. aged 78 

Albert Brooks founder member and 
Chairman Paddock Wood. Ex CPQ Coxn, 
Ships included HMS Kelly (survivor, both 
commissions). Served at Waicheren 1944 
Sept. 

Kenneth Rilett Nottingham Ex-FO Tel., 
served 1940-54 Ships included SI George. 


Indomitable. Diadem Comps. Aged 76. 

Ernest Arthur Mason. Bury St Edmunds. 
Ex-AB. Survived sinking of HMS Exeter in 
Java Sea 1942 POWot Japanese 1942-45, 
Sept 22 aged 82 

Aline Norringlon, Thurrock. Ships includ¬ 
ed HMS Formidable in Paalic Fleet, Aug It 

Freddie Read. Thurrock. Ships included 
Hotspur and Warspile in WW2. Aug. 18. 

Brian Hyde, life member and standard 
bearer lor 25 years of Luton & Dunstable, 
and member Kingston upon Thames, Sepf, 
24 

Ian Gordon, tounder member and chair¬ 
man. Brereton Ex-AB Oct. 6, 

Colin (Buzz) Thorpe. Beccles. Joined in 
1948. Qn discharge worked in shipping 
industry and was loreman rigger at Brooke 
Marino. Oct, 6, 

Ronald (Ronnie) Fleetwood 

Moreeambe & Heysham Ex-RM. Served 
with 42 Cdo in WW2 (Arakan, Myezon 
Peninsula, Viangaw) Sept 27. aged 79. 

Peggy Bunn, assooater member 
Ipswich. 

Albert Edward Hickmott Ipswich. Ex- 
CPOG1. served 1937-59 Ships: Nairana. 
Rampura, Dainty. Ganges [instructor 
Veteran of Russian and Mediterranean con 
voys. Oct. 1. aged 77, 

F. Gee, North Reddish Ships included 
HMS Queen Eifcabeih Aged 81 


Shore-fired 



DEPUTY Fleet Commander, Vice Admiral Fabian Malbort, meets rat¬ 
ings passing out from the first professional qualifying course for 
shore-based Wrens for over a year. He Is talking to LWRO Iwediebo 
and A/POW (RS) Foulkes on POWRN(RS) 02 course during his visit 
to HMS Collingwood. 
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• Regal pose - a mode / of the statue of King George Vt which 
wiii go on display at BRNC, Dartmouth, 


Destroyer calls 
on Irish capital 


DESTROYER I IMS York has 
paid a four-day visit to Dublin, 
in a well-earned break from a 
series of trials. 

The Type 42 had just completed 
her Fleet Date Acceptance inspec- 


WORDS spoken by royalty 
before the Second World War 
have been chosen to speak to 
the Naval officers of the next 
millennium. 

Long before his accession, 
King George VI delivered the 
speech to a group of up and 
coming managers of industry, 
telling them: 

Nobody can tead unless 
he has the gift of vision 
and the desire in his soul 
to strive to leave things in 
the world a little better than 
he found them , He will 
strive for something which 
may appear unattainable, 
but which he believes in 
his heart can one day be 
reached t if not by him , by 
his successors , // he can 
help to pave the way. 


lion, and the visit came between 
trials and shakedown. 

While alongside, the destroyer 
hosted a lunch parly for the British 
ambassador and six Common- 
wealth heads of mission, as well as 
an official reception for 80 guests 


The speech will be 
engraved on the plinth of a 
statue of the King, depicted in 
day uniform with his admi¬ 
ral's cap under his arm, which 
recalls fallen young Royal 
Navy officers, and a visit by 
the King to the college just 
weeks before the outbreak of 
war. 

July saw a diamond jubilee 
memorial service held in the 
college chapel, followed by a 
reunion of the cadets of 1939, 
when the ‘King George VI 
Millennium memorial sculp¬ 
ture’ was commissioned. 

It is intended the statue will 
become a permanent link 
between the ‘old Navy’ of the 
past century and the Royal 
Navy of the future 


including the Commander-in¬ 
ch ief of the Irish Navy and the 
German and Swedish ambas¬ 
sadors. 

HMS York's rugby and football 
teams were both narrowly beaten 
by the Gardai. 

The ship also hosted visits by a 
small group of schoolchildren, and 
a party of World War 11 veterans. 

As Navy Nms went to press, 
York was undertaking basic opera¬ 
tional sea training in Devoreport, 
testing the enhanced systems 
which make her tine of the most 
capable a ret i-air warfare platforms 
in the Fleet. 

She will return to Portsmouth 
next month to resume her duties. 

Nelson Society 
looks to youth 

THE NELSON Society has 
launched a young members group 
toatiraci the under-lbs. 

The Top Sail Group was official¬ 
ly inaugurated on Trafalgar Day by 
Anna Tribe, a descendant of 
Nelson and Lady Emma Hamil¬ 
ton, at the Admiral Lord Nelson 
School in Portsmouth. 

The school maintains close links 
with the city’s Historic Dockyard 
through ex-CPO Peter Green, lia- 
son officer for HMS Victory and 
the school. 

For details of the group, contact 
Peter Green on (123 9266 1175, or 
e-mail patida.grcertfg)virgin.net 


Statue links past 
and future of Navy 


Dockyard 
model on 
display 

A SCALE model of Sheer¬ 
ness Dockyard is set to 
go on public display for 
what is believed to be the 
first time in over 40 years. 

The 1:60 scale model was 
built to aid construction of 
Sir John Rennie's dockyard, 
formally opened in 1623 at a 
cost of £2.5 million. 

The model was stored for 
many years in the docks 
before being restored by 
English Heritage. 

It is now stored at Fort 
Brockhurst in Portsmouth, 
where it was inspected by 
members of a group, com¬ 
prising English Heritage, 
the Sheerness Society, 
Sheppey Local History 
Society, the Sheppey 
Heritage Trust, Kent County 
Council, Swale Borough 
Council and Sheerness 
Town Centre Manager, 

They will decide which 
elements to put on display, 
as it is not possible to dis¬ 
play the complete model, 
which requires an area of at 
least 1,600 sq ft. 

The exhibition will run 
from December 4-30 in 
Sheerness Library Gallery 
in Russell Street, Sheer¬ 
ness, Admission is free. 

Other contemporary ex¬ 
hibits are sought, including 
the Dockyard Bell, which is 
believed to have survived 
and is still on the Isle of 
Sheppey, Contact Alan 
Ogilvie, Town Centre 
Manager, on Sheerness 
530895. 





White Sweatshirts SmAMetAXLge 

£13,95 each UK 

£14,70 each Surface Mail Abroad 


Navy Sweatshirts Med/Lge/XLge 
£18.95 each UK 

£19.70 each Surface Mail Abroad 


8/ock Baseball Cap 

£4.75 each UK 

£5.50 each Surface Mail Abroad 


Seahorse Scarf 90cm x 90cm 

£21,99 each UK 

£22.49 each Surface Mail Abroad 




n chor/Crown Ties 


Calling all Navy News'Subscribers - 

Did you know - that by Quoting your unique sub j crib** 
number, you can fake advantage of our 10% discount off 
any of Navy News own promotional items advertised 
throughout the pap**. 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 
The Business Manager (JS11/99), Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone 01392 733558 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheque,International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank 
or For payment by credit card/switch, UK A Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE . 
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Money Matters 


A Navy News Advertising Feature 



First time buyers - we have the 
mortgage that’s right up your 

LANE 




Wherever you're looking to buy your home, look no further for the 
mortgage that's ideally suited to you. You can be assured of first class 
service every time, with advice guaranteed by Allied Dunbar - one of the 
UK's largest mortgage introducers. 

Please call Steve Abbott MLiA(dip) 
or Peter Parish mu a {dip) Financial Planning Consultants 
on 0113 242 2212 or 0973 622495 {mobile) 

Allied Dunbar Assurance pic Canal Wharf. Leeds ISii 5D8. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
Oft OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

Sulllfel* spgynrj l.l* c*iW rTUi p* fetfyH&3 6* (hr HHXJlf Full wfiflBPi [Willi *■# JviflJb)* on tpquMl 

Sint Adbcitl Gary JacXwn ana p v 1 er Pa/ith kc*n**d cnHJH DuflbV Financial Arfv i*i"| l><> i 4 

rrwnbw Ift* Alhad Dunbar and Thra«t*ie«re Marketing Group and n raguealad Dy dw P^somii Invimn^m Auihorny 
in rtlasion to 1h* hi# mujrine* *nd pannon product! of Allimd 0*nd#r and ih# imr*Vm#n1 prwJucIS Ql Tixwdnaadla 


Credit brokers may 
provide the answer 


Professional advice for the life 
y ou don’t ye I know. 


* 

AU.IF.D 

DUNBAR 


THE MODERN day credit 
and finance arena can be a 
potential minefield lor today’s 
consumer. 

The days of appointments with 
the bank manager over a cup of tea 
to arrange a loan are long gone - 
and most people could not even 
name their bank manager 

Loans were easier when the 
choice was more limited, for 
today's market offers a vast range 
of seemingly identical loans. 

With so much choice, it is not just 
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Give your life 

a boost 


crate 
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Freephone access 
Friendly confidential service 
No set up fees 
Fast decision 

Electronic transfer of funds 
No complicated forms 
Military finance specialist 


< ■§ 


confusing - are you making the righl 
decision or an expensive mistake? 

Yon may want to huv a new car. 
Do von use a credit card, or take 
the finance offered by the dealer? 

Or would your bank be a better 
bet - or one of those firms which 
put a leaflet through your door? 

One solution is to look to a ered- 
it brokerage, which works in a sim¬ 
ilar way to an insurance broker. 

By using their knowledge and 
experience, your broker wall be 
able to find a loan that suits your 
particular requirements. 



For more information call into any branch of Naafi 
Financial Services or telephone our dedicated call centre on: 

00800 21 22 23 24 (UK & Germany) 

+44 1959 56 89 69 (Rest of World) 

Lines open 8,00am to 8,00pm Monday lo Friday, 9.00am to 2pm Saturday (UK times) 
Far your security calls may be monitored and or recorded . 

Persona* loom provided by Warrior Group Limited. Weald House. 8fl Mam Rood, Sundridge Sevenooks, Kent 
IN 34 6ER Written quotation available upon request All Eoon$ subject to status and not available to persons 
under ibe oge of 18 Warrior reserves the right to decline any application, 


In most cases, the services of a 
financial broker are free, as the 
bank, hm Idi nc society or finance 
company reimburses the broker for 
the introduction to the customer, 

A typical credit brokerage's 
portfolio might include secured 
loans, remortgages and unsecured 
loans, offering borrowing between 
£5041 and £250,000. 

Even if a client has had prob¬ 
lems with paying credit in the past, 
such as County Court judgments or 
mortgage arrears, a number of 
credit brokerages, such as Midland 
Sl General Direct, do not simply 
close the door on them, but listen 
and negotiate a secured loan or 
mortgage with one of the many 
lending companies they deal with. 

The products of the credit bro¬ 
ker differ considerably regarding 
their individual benefits. 

The unsecured loan is fairly 
quick to arrange, but tends to be 
more expensive, usually over three 
to seven years maximum, and can 
be limited to a ceiling of £15.000. 

A secured loan is more versatile, 
allowing the customer to choose a 
higher level of borrowing generally 
at much lower interest rates, and is 


dependent upon equity in the 
property and their ability to repay. 

A longer repayment term is pos¬ 
sible. and consequently a lower 
monthly payment. 

In addition, with a secured loan, 
subject to available equity, it may 
be possible to offer a loan to a 
cl ie n \ vvho won I d n' t re ad i Iy q u a I i fy 
for an unsecured facility. 

This is because the tender has 
more confidence in the borrower 
meeting the obligations of the con¬ 
tract as the security is at risk, 

Steve Walker, the General 
Manager at Midland A General, 
says it s a matter of persistence. 

“Some customers jump to the 
conclusion that just because 
they've been turned down or not 
been able to borrow as much as 
they want from elsewhere then 
they are going to get the same 
answer everywhere, and this is sim¬ 
ply not the case. 

"We aim to provide a tailor- 
made secured loan to suit the 
client's circumstances, and there is 
no obligation if you wish to find 
out how" we can help.” 

TMi information m os supplied by 
Midland <£ General Direct , 


FORCES 

AND 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 

WOUNDS* DISEASES, INJURIES OR ANY OTHER 
CONDITIONS AS A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 

ASSISTANCE ALREADY GIVEN IN THE RECOVERY OF 

OVER £60 MILLION 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION INITIAL INTERVIEW 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OW N HOME 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD 
MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOOR ENDS 
DONCASTER 
DNS 4SZ 


Mortgages 


Hairing difficulties finding the right lender? 
Confused, need a professional to explain the jargon 
"Is your present lender telling you everything "? 

With the right mortgage you 
could save £££’s 

As Independent Mortgage Specialists, we offer Impartial 
advice & Guidance through the Mortgage Maze. 

We specialise in:~ 

# Mortgages Si Remortgages, 

# Problem cases, arrears, C.C.J*s, 

# Best Capped and Variable Rates 
% First Time Buyers 

FREE MORTGAGE REVIEW FOR FORCES PERSONNEL t 
BOTH PAST AND PRESENT WITHOUT OBLIGATION. 


* Buy to Let 

* Flexible Mortgages 

* 100% Loans 

* Free solicitors fee 


SPEARHEAD ASSOCIATES 

TEL01293 533933 (ANYDAY) fax 01293 533822 
MOBILE 0973 260085 E-mail:enquiries@goldhawk,co,uk 

4 THE BOULEVARD, CRAWLEY, W.SUSSEX RH10 1XX UK 

OFFSHORE ADVICE * INSURANCE * INVESTMENTS 4 PENSIONS + LOANS 
Your home n si rfsfc it you » ncl keep up repayment on your mortgage or other kuna wcu red on H 
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Agencies help share 
vital information 


INFORMATION on con¬ 
sumers can be gathered from a 
variety of sources, both public 
and restricted. 

These include the electoral roll, 
County Court judgments and 
Scottish Decrees, bankruptcies and 
Administration Orders, and lend¬ 
ing companies' own records. 

The UK's major lending compa¬ 
nies have agreed to share with each 
other details of their customers' 
credit agreements. 

This allows them to check, when 
someone applies for credit, that 
they have repaid other lenders in 
the recent past, or is repaying air- 
rent credit commitments. 

Credit reference agencies 
(CRAs) such as Expcrian - one of 
only two in the UK to hold person¬ 
al data - make it possible for 
lenders quickly to make accurate 
and responsible lending decisions. 

They also have a role to play in 
the fight against credit fraud - if 
someone moves away without leav¬ 
ing details of a new address, the 
trail may be picked up again 
through this shared knowledge. 

Thus an organisation like 
Experian will hold - but not own - 
the records of a number of lenders, 
and acts as a go-between in the 
sharing of that information. 


The information held by such 
credit reference agencies is simply 
a copy of that held by alhhe differ¬ 
ent lenders, updated regularly. 

Such information can be 
accessed only if a lender is pre¬ 
pared to make its own data avail¬ 
able for sharing, and it can only be 
used for strictly-defined purposes. 
When a search is made, a ‘foot¬ 


print' is kept, so that people can 
see which companies have sought 
information about them. 

Information is factual, and 
CRAs do not ‘blacklist' or make 
lending decisions. 

For a £2 fee, people have the 
right - and are encouraged - to see 
a copy of the information held on 
them by a CRA. 



DEBT PROBLEMS? 

Are vour outgoings more than your income? 

Are your creditors threatening you with : 

Court summons. Solicitors, Bankruptcy, Bailiffs, 

Debt collectors, Disconnection, Attachment of earnings. 

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact 
us now. We provide realistic solutions for all debt 
problems without the need to borrow more money. 

Telephone 01329 515532 for a FREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL consultation. 

o 


WELLBEING SERVICES 

mmiUNU IIEB1 soi l THINS FOR IM>I 3 11)1 ALS AND KWItl-IKSi 


You've planned your new business. 
Now write your business plan. 


TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR LOWEST 
RATES IN THE UK 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

WITH OVER 300 STAFF WE ARE 
THE LARGEST IN THE UK. 

YOU CAN BE CONFIDENT THAT 
YOUR LOAN IS IN EXPERT HANDS. 


COMMITMENT 


■ NO UP-FRONT FEES - we pay for 
all references, valuations, etc. 

- WE NEGOTIATE - on your 
behalf with a variety of banks, 
building societies and finance 
houses - FREE. 

> Our Consultant can call FREE 
OF CHARGE without obligation 
or you can complete by post 

- you choose. 

► If you are unhappy with our 
service or loan offer you can 
cancel at any time and... 

IT WON'T COST YOU A PENNY. 


iAGES FIJCCD OR VARIABLE 
RATES. MAXIMUM FEE 3-5% ■ A.f.fl.'i FROM 



SECURED LOANS for 

MORTGAGE PAVERS 6 HOME OWNER! 

Mon 1 My 
Payment 


£40,000 over 20 yearso 

£350,68 


£25,000 over 15 years 

£248.24 


£20,000 over 10 years 

£259.22 


£17,500 over 15 years 

£197.50 


£15,000 over 10 years 

£205.95 


£10,000 over 7 years 

£170.80 


£7,500 over 7!14 years 

£127,90 


£6,000 over 7 years 

£106,80 


£5,000 over 5 years 

£111.90 


4.5% 

Rmfejin Ainu xxn 

ASK ABOUT 
FIXED RATFS 

8.9°/o 


11.4% 


12.9% 


Typical example £7,000 over 60 month* n £156.66 per month. 
Tour payable: £9,399.60 A.P.R.1 2,9°/(i (variable) 

Loan Subject to Status, Written Quote* on Requ«t. 

OTHER TERMS/AMOUNTS AVAILABLE 


Nothing to pay for 3 months. 


Ask for detdl 


ilJ 


HOME OWNERS CALL FREE f LOANS FROM £3,000 TO 

£250.000 OVER 3 TO 25 YEARS 


0800 528 2819 

SAM - 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 


UNSECURED LOANS UP TO £15,000 

Immediate decision and In-spent! payout 
to homeowners iifjed 23 or over. Different 
terms ripply. For a decision in minutes 


UNSECURED HOMEOWNERS CALL: 

0870 160 0926 


TENANTS CALL: 08701 600820 


*Z+ You can borrow up to 125% of your 
property value - up to £45,000 - so 
NO EQUITY IS NO PROBLEM! 

*> County Court judgements, mortgage 
arrears or self employed without proof 
of income considered providing you can 
afford the repayments - up to 10% fee 
maybe added 

*> Fixed or variable rates available 

+> Ask about our Loan Stretcher Plan 
Accident, sickness and redundancy 
insurance available 


Wildland & General Direct Ltd ^ 

} l I Freepost WV1 876 * Wolverhampton - WVt 1BR C?ilj 

, . , , ,/ See our web site at: www.mtdland-general.co.uk "-*JSSKS 1 R’ 

Lt£t*n*fc'el Crfrdlt Brofct’H ■ Part of the* OtwtMi 6rou(> 

YOUR HOME tS AT RfSH IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON FT, 



Direct 



Page 18 shows tjou how. 

Not West's comprehensive Business Start-Up Guide covers many of 

the things you should consider before going it alone. 

Everything from writing a business plan to legol considerations. 

For your free copy, fill in the Call 0800 777 888 

MONDAY iu FRIDAY & 000111 to fl.OOpui. 

coupon or coll US on 0800 777 808, SaIURDAY 9.00am lo 6.00p«l 


Better still, why not contact your local Small Business 

Adviser? With at leost one in every High Street branch, you've over 

3,000 to choose from. 

| Pleose send me my free NatWest Business Start-Up Guide, 

1 Fill in this coupon ond return to: NotWest Small Business Services, i 
FREEPOST (SCE6319), PO Box 104, Aldershot GUT2 4ZQ. 
t 1 


■■ Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Initials ■ 


^■■Surname 


Address B 


[ i 


1 i ■■■ 


A NatWest 

More than just a bonk 



Notional Westminster Bonk Pic, 41 lothbunj. London EC2P 2 BP. 

Colls with NatWest may be monittwed/recorded to maintain and improve our service. 


for readers of 

Navy News 

Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first. 

Look at the benefits. 

FIXED RATES FROM AS LOW AS B.9% APR* 

Loans available from £ I p 000 - £15,000 
Instant Decision Service - 7 days a week 
Funds Transferred direct to your own bank account 
No Arrangement Fees 

Fixed Repayments over I - 7 years by Standing Order 
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LOAM 

1 yfcif 

J yookrt 

7 jmRT 

FIXED APR 

£ 10,000 

Monthly 

m<ni 

£366 42 

£207 57 


Tflttl 

£i 1.402,64 

£13.191 r2 

£17,435 M 



MontHy 

£480.90 

£189 39 

£111 41 



Total 

£5,770 SO 

£6,818.04 

£9.359.28 


£l,D00 

Monthly 

£97.80 

£39.63 

£24.50 


Total 

£.3.173.60* 

£1.42668 

£2.058 00 
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loan 

1 jWr 

3 ymin, 

7 y*Aft 

FIXED APR 

£10,000 

Monthly 

£881,29 

£314.62 

£168 06 

10,9% 

Teal 

£10.575,48 

£11.686 U 

£14,118 72 


Monthly 

£445.89 

£16761 

£89 95 

13.4% 


Total 

£5.ISO 68 

£6.033-96 

£7,555.80 

£1,000 

Monthly 

£9065 

£35 03 

£19.70 

16.9% 

Ibal 

£1.087 60 

£1.261 08 

£1.654 60 


For an instant decision or further details 
Simply ring Freephone 

0800 591 682 

please quote ref. 791/503' 
to obtain your Direct Loan 

This advertisement replaces any previous advertisements 
for Direct Personal Loans from The Co-operative Bank p.l.c. 


The COOPERATIVE BANK 


We regret that this offer Is only available to LUC residents.' 

Typical Example If you wish to borrow £3.000 ovw 60 month* with repayment protection, the monthly repayment will be ££2,47. Tool repayment 
ow The term of the Joan: £4,94£.20 h an APR of 12,9% The monthly repayment without repayment protection wilt be £ 0 . 7£ focal repayment 
ewer the term of the loan: £4. 186.80 at an APR of 1 4.9% "Refer? to loan? taken out with the option of repayment protection and for £ 10,000 and over. 
Whtter quotations available on request, Kates correct at time of prtntiRf. (I 1/99). All loam lub^ect to itakut and are available to perions 
aged from L£ yean up- to thdr 70th birthday. The Bank, rewryw the rljjx to decline any application, 

Repnered Offk*: The Ce-of»ritive Bank pXc, I Wkw Street, Manchefier M60 4EP Ibfivtarod number 9909J 7 


f www.navynews.co.uk 
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Draftv... The Royal Marines 



Advice is helping Marines 
to choose their own path 


T HE POST of Royal Marines Career Manager was established 
in May to provide independent career advice for all Marines 
and Corporals to help them plan their future and their careers. 



Ami iin iitEdaf incentive w;is r/mt this 
should also drive down the Notice rale 
and increase lire morale of individuals. 

Although ihc liM has over Iwenty s|x 
eblisl hntiich iltlvisois it w;is deemed uppm 
priale in target (hose men wiiluuil a 
Sjx'Cialisi Ouahliealuin l SO I and give (Item 
Mime guidance ;ihitil how they should nl;m 
I heir careers .md how in go .ilvitii luilillmg 
their goals. 

And I tie process si mis early in the career 
of nil Mm hies. Dining the taller surges of 
r raining, recruits are line fed a Inuil socialist 
miming in general and the Direct 
Specialisation Scheme (t)SS) Brandies in 
detail, 

I hey also have a peistm.il interview with 
the t a reel Manage i to discuss what they 
want to aclrievc timing ihch career in the 
(Wps ;md are provided with advice about 
how ihcy should go ahoni achieving I heir 
goals and a (a reel At I vice (Juute will soon 
l>c issued lo all recruits who complete It am 
ing al <T( KM 

CVinlrary to populai belie T the DSN 
sc hen ic wo i k s we It. AI j I in ngl i dec tiled 1 1 iI x - 
unpopnlai by those - selected. less lh;m 5 iier 
cent of i hose men diafletl to special qimfifi- 
eahon training elect lo relinquish their SO at 
the two-year poinl. 

Dining then first appointment in a KM 
unit these Maiincsare Mien cimtaeted iiIhmiI 


the options which ate avarJahle to tJtem. 
I'hey can elect lo undergo sj>eeinhst limning 
in a hratieh of I heir choice or continue to 
serve as a (ieneral Duties ((ill) rifleman. 
The process is repeated al the two-year 
pomi when a Marine is likely lo he nemiug 
the Limiplelion of his first draft. The in lor 
matmn provided at these stages is also used 
lor market research and to identify I rein Ik 

t he greatest number of enquiries to dale 
has been from Marines anti junuM non-coni- 
missioned officers (JNOOs) wlio have 
realised Ibev m.iy have missed the opportu¬ 
nity ol promotion and progression due to 
railing to take up a specialist trade. 

Over half of Marines in the Corps have 
a SG and Ihis level reaches over 
eighty percent at Corporal level and 
above. Clearly there is a need to 
readily make available the relevant 
advice and information. 

It is not just the men themselves that 
require education hut also the chain of com 
iHand. All NC Os and Officers need In lx* 
aware oj flic needs and aspi rations of I heir 
men so that they can also provide useful and 
accurate advice ami information. 

As a result of this all men attending 
Jiiniiu and Scnioi ('oimnand Courses 
receive instruction regarding career issues 
and will he provided with a Career Advice 
i luitlc. 


A number of iriilialtvcK ami tools will 
greatly assist m tlx - eat vet manage me m ol 
the Corps: the KM Courses Helpline, the 
I *i i hi 10 1 ion Prospect Assessment (ITAE the 
Career Advice ((Mide. accurate and timely 
comp Id ion of the 1/233, undersl muling a 
draft order* and a heller understand ing of 
career management hv the chain ot com 
mand, essential it wc are lo give these men 
an oppor tunity to realise' then lull potential. 

All Marines must lake a greater interest 
m their career and have a plan ol action of 
how lo achieve their goals, hi hide in a unit 
and hope that you doif I gel drafted to a noil 
preference area is mu the way to plan a 
career. 

Remember, trained reel nils should go to 
a Commando unit for their first lour and 


that alone will generate a drafting cycle you 
may be caught in. 

t he C areer Manager writes In individuals 
who have submit led their Notice foi 
Discharge and to those who seek career 
advice. If you receive such a letter read n 
carefully* it may help towards pulling you 
on the tight path to realising your auibi 
turns. 

It you are considering submill ing your 
Notice for 1 lischarge, contacting the ("areel 
Manager before doing so could save having 
|o withdraw it al a later stage, 

I lie K M Ca ice i Mai r; ige r is a v; b la Me to 
provide advice and information to an imh 
vidua! ot die chain of command and can hc 
conttided at NORM f lcl I>17fl5 547532 or 
military (*MK32) Hw 7532)* 


Situations 

vacant 


THE NAVAL DRAFTING 
Directorate is seeking 
volunteers for the fol¬ 
lowing: 

LAEM attached to HMS 
Excellent* A shore billet 
for a leadership trainer, 
based In South Wales. 
Required as soon as posi- 
hie for six months. 

LAEM(R) for HMS Sultan. 
A shore billet at Gosport* 
initial course iniruclor, 
required from February for 
two years* 

LAEM(R) for HMS Sultan. 
A shore billet at Gosport* 
initial course inlructor, 
required from March for 
two years* 

LAEM(R) for HMS Sultan. 
A shore billet al Gosport, 
accommodation leading 
rate, required March for 
six months. 

LAEM(M) lo exchange 
with the Army. A shore bil¬ 
let at Wattisham in Suffolk, 
2nd line repair workshop, 
required as soon as possi¬ 
ble for Iwo years* 

LMEM(M) for HMS 
Nottingham* A sea going 
billet based a I 

Portsmouth. Required 
from May lor 30 months* 

Any branch acling or 
leading rate (or AB passed 
WPE seamanship) for 
transfer to seaman spe¬ 
cialisation. BR 1066 Art 
1006 refers. Required as 
soon as possible. 





We have captured tile skijl and 
imagination of ouryouni&r'readers 
to produce the Year20qBCalendar. 
Their drawings are/9proifuced 
throughout and indicate their idea of 
a Futuristic Navy. This makes our 
Calendar 2000 unique to any other 
we have produced. 

Size approx: 37cm x 28.5cm 

£6.00 uk ■ 

£ 6.75 Surface Mail Overseas 
(AVAILA^.E NOW) 


Write to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH Tel: 01705 826040 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money 
Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by credit card/switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 


40 DEMAND IS NODE! 

- ORDERS NOW BEING TAKER, 


More than just, G website*. 


www.navynews.co.uk 
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Family Matters 




• HOUSE ON THE HILL: Commodore Smith of HM$ Neison with (l 
to r) Elizabeth Nesting of West Drayton Navat Wives, Julie Lawley of 
Peacocks Pre-School, Community Worker Taft Jones and Project 
Co-ordinator Helen Harris. Picture: LA(PHOT) Paul OShaughnessy 


Free call 
time is 
doubled 


F REE TELEPHONE call time given to alt operationally deployed personnel is 
to be doubled from ten to twenty minutes per week after a huge cash injec¬ 
tion of £5 million was announced by George Robertson* 


The outgoing Defence Secretary said that the 
Government was putting extra cash into the 
Welfare Telephone Allowance Fund to make it 
easier for families to keep in touch. 

More than 13*000 personnel* who are deployed 
world-wide as far away as East Timor* the Gulf* 
Kosovo and Bosnia* will benefit from the move. 

Announcing the initiative, he said: "Forces families 
play a crucial role in supporting our people and 1 want 


to make it easier for them to keep in touch, 

"A phone call is not the same as being there hut 
those in the front line will tell you that it can make a 
big difference*" 

The allowance will he issued in pre-paid phone 
cards for the cost of a 20-minute UK call each week, 
A particular bonus for sailors deployed at sea is the 
chance to accumulate their entitlement and use their 
full allowance when iheir ships berths. 


New community 
centre opens its 
doors in Drayton 


FORCES families living in Drayton have a new community 
centre after the Defence Housing Executive donated a 
property to serve the 140 Service households in the 
suburb of Portsmouth. 

Known as The House On The Hill 1 the former service quarter in 
Birkdale Avenue has a pre-school creche on the ground floor 
which can accommodate 15 youngsters and the upstairs has a 
small kitchen* a meeting room and a play area for children. 


Soft-block play equipment 
was bought with the aid of a 
grant from the Scarman Trust 
of the Millennium Commission 
and the cash was also used to 
provide an outside ramp to 
give access to wheelchair 
users* 

Funds were further bolstered 
by the efforts of the wives club, 
and Navy wives decorated and 
furnished the upstairs rooms 


while husbands built a buggy 
park at the side of the house. 

The project to relocate the 
community house took two 
years to plan and complete 
with the bulk of the conver¬ 
sion to two separate facilities 
being funded by HMS Nelson 
and the establishment's 
Commodore David Me G 
Smith was invited to open the 
new building. 


Portugal's a hive of activity 



CASH from the Sailor’s and Fleet Amenities funds and some superb team work between the Royal 
Navy and Royal Air Force helped to establish a brand new l live for families at CINCSOUTHLANT 
(formerly CINCIBERLANT) near Lisbon in Portugal. 

Although there are 60 RN and 
RAF personnel serving there* they 
are lodgers units on the NATO 
and Portuguese military site and 
no spare accommodation could he 
found for a Hive where people 
could drop in for a friendly chat. 

But staff eventually located tw o 
surplus Porta kab ins at RAF 
Laarbruch and the RAF Welfare 
Fund put up some of the money 
for (heir transportation. 

Then the Sailor’s and Fleet 
Amenities fund made grant which 
was generous enough to pay for 
the remaining transport costs and 
for iheir complete refurbishment. 

Portuguese company Sctronix 
provided the wiring 'for tele¬ 
phones and internet connection 
and after a lot of hard work by 
UK wives ihe new hive was offi¬ 
cially opened by the Portuguese 
Commander-in-Chief Sou ill 

• CELEBRATION: Admiral Rodrigues. Commander-in-Chief Atlantic* Admiral Reis 
South Atlantic, at the official opening of the new Hive * Rodrigues. 


IN BRIEF 


Railcards 
available to 
widows and 
children 

FORCES Railcards are 
now available to war 
widows and their 
dependants. 

The move follows agree¬ 
ment in discussions 
between the Association 
of Train Operating 
Companies, the Royal 
British Legion* the War 
Widows Association of 
Great Britain and repre¬ 
sentatives of the Ministry 
of Defence. 

Railcards issued to fam¬ 
ily members of a deceased 
Service person will remain 
valid until the expiry date 
of the card - a maximum 
of 12 months. After that, 
an HM Forces Railcards 
can be obtained by war 
widows or widowers under 
the age of 60 and their 
dependants through the 
RBL at a cost of £2.50. 
Claimants should be 
receiving a Forces Family 
Pension. 

Further details can be 
obtained from: Pensions 
Department/Railcards, The 
Royal British Legion, 48 
Pall Mall* London SW1 5JY 
(0171 973 7235). 

Hearing aids 
for war 
pensioners 

WAR PENSIONERS should 
think twice before buying 
expensive private hearing 
aids which are often no 
better than those available 
free from the National 
Health Service. 

The NHS has a duty to 
provide clinically suitable 
hearing aids and pension¬ 
ers who have difficulty with 
their devices should seek 
an appointment with their 
GP. 


Manchester makes it a family affair 



• HUG: OM Kev Davie and Olivia enjoy their day at sea 


Relatives 
enjoy day 
out with 
destroyer 

A FAMILY fun day held on board 
the Destroyer HMS Manchester 
was a big hit with the crowd of 
relatives who embarked in the 
ship at Portsmouth* 

Once they were safely on board* 
Manchester put to sea and spent the 
day sailing in the Solent in glorious 
weather. 

The fun day was held just before 
HMS Manchester* destroyer escort to 
HMS illustrious* sailed for Exercise 
Northern Lights off the coasts of 
Scotland and France. 

Manchester's family day included a 
visit by the ship’s flight* a Lynx of 815 
Naval Air Squadron, and a fly past 
from a Tornado GR1 based at 
Boscombe Down* and on board, Sea 
□art loading drills* a full power trial of 
the ship’s engines and sea boat 
deployments helped to keep the 
spectators entertained. 



• CHEERSl Hands up who wants to join the Navy when they grow up then? Pictures by sfpu 


Welcome aboard. 


www.navynews.co.uk 
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Miscellaneous 



MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 
LAN FRASER {ex RN) 

37A Chilweli Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1 EH 


pFRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—. 

From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
sue 8**16’' for £35plus P&P 
For list please send SAL to: 

SEART, 5 THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HARTS PQ12 3TD 



ertfartym ffiMfatme 

U 7900 . 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FLUX SIZE & MINIATE HE 
J DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 
MW£ OH FHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLD1CH 

Tmliiljjur Square CnlJccttirK (Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
I muhiii WC2H 711A 
TEL 0171-930 1979 
FAX 0171-930 1153 

e mail:rdhm€dals@&ol.com 



100% cotton with green suede effect peak. 
Embroidered with RN Motif on the front. 

£9,50 each UK, 

£9.99 each surface mail overseas 

Business Manager, Navy News* 
HM5 Nelson, Queen Street. 
Portsmouth PQ1 3HH 

Tel: 01705 733558 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Wire Btai$r Baifges-atf ships 

now 

White Gauntlets 

£20M 

Standard Carriers 

£25BO 

Brass inserts 

£12 00 

White Cotton Gloves 

£3 50 

Navy . Stack Berets S 7 ft - 8 

£7.00 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge 

£4.50 

R N i Ravel Division Ties 

£BS$ 

RN Bow Ties 

£B.$5 

Biack Clip-on Ties 

£4 50 

RN Buttons: Latpe CI BB. Smalt 

£1.50 

RNAjRM Ladies sashes 

f 12M 

Pace Sticks 

moo 

WR.N.S Style Tricorn Hats 

moo 

Embroidered Garments 


Winter Btousens. Black Navy 


RNA/RM/FAATAA Assn 

£20.00 

navy blue V neck Jumpers: 


RNA/TtM/TAAfAA Assn 

£12.00 

White Pilot Shirts^ 


RNA/RMMNPSATAA/FAA Assn 

£ 1175 

Sweatshirts Navy , Grey, FAA/FAA Assn £ 14.50 

Officers Cep Budges.. 

, E 11.00 

Cold Sword Xnot .. 

£23-00 

Leather Sword Betts .... 

E 7 0.00 

Sword Begs .. 

E 30.00 

A CD ROM TITLED "BHlTlSH MILITARY 

BADGES" CONTAINING OVER 2,500 

ILLUSTRATIONS IS NOW AVAILABLE 

PRICED AT £39,95 


a it prices Include P&P 

1 1, Dnhfbead Drive, Shrnw.Ot<fh*m, f*nc*.QL28TJ 

re//Fa*7 01706 846648 

www, t hego Id wi rebadge. co.uk 

E-mail:- robroyeitneono.net 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN). 
31, Belle Vue St.. Filey. N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 



EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cummerbunds - Silk £25, Polyester £17.50 
Cep Tallies, Sweatshirts, Printed T-shirts 
and Baseball Caps Alt made to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road, Gwmear, 
Hayie. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts. Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, alt from one supplier 

Mo OH work or setting up co&ts on rna)«rty of goods 
High quality. compentwi pncsn. prompa delwery 

BFPO lax-free service 
Seed fpr out new price Hat: 

Reynold Sports 

St. 52, High SI reel, Lincoln, IMS BAP 
Tel : 01522 513333 
Fax; 01522 530333 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Individually hand-built waterline 
presentation model of your ship, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten. 
Confacf for further details: 
Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldomore, Barton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

V! in ini ii rr and full-vi/rd mtrduK Supplied 
iHiid iiiounlfd in tirdinurv 4 m I court-style. 
* Wire h l,i/{ r hiidKi^i * Mi luifur* 
■* Uisptuy fuse'., fiiirditl rihhen. nu mutiny 
liars, riblmn liar*, etc, 

SrlilJ for cumpKhLlhjif oM^ln^lH' til fhr 
Medalt Spi-cimlr'.l'. iZfiJi nLimp jijjjirt't ijitrri I. 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NM 
PU BOX -i 
HINCKLEY 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEIQ3ZT 

Telephone: (014551 239262 


N PRINTING 8. EMBROIDERY^ 

POLOS SWEATS FLEECES 8*00*5 T-SHiaTS 

• QUALITY SEftVlCE * FLEXIBILITY 
■ FULL iN-HOUSE DESIGN SERVICE 

• LARGE ORDERS f SMALL ORDERS 

• FAST TURNAROUND 


0800 137948 


Kingfisher Le/sureweor 

email kingliiHlrrlbiiurBwaflr^iHal pipcit com 
www k ijiyl^lier- lo iiurewca r.no ti k 




■ MA APPBOYJU fob UH or OFFICIAL LOGO 


j) 


PRINTED LEISUREWEAR 
T s - SWEATS - CAPS ETC 

* HIGHEST QUALITY 

* BEST PRICES 

* FREE ADVICE!QUOTES 

* PROMPT SERVICE 

* ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS 

* ACCESS d VISA 

THE WEARHOUSE 
Tel/Fax 01208815522 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES <n) 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel; 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


Navy News 
Own Products 

if you are not satisfied with one ol our own 
products sow through this papw„ simply return 
it to us unused wilhinU days and we will 
replace it tree ol charge or issue a full rotund 
{Including postage) 

77r/s guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights 




NEW Authentic 
Colour Fleet Badges 
on Pewter Hipflasks 

Also Tiiph qualify tankards, gobfets, 
hipflask engraved with ships crest, 
badges i$t logtis to your own design, 

* / * 

GLOSSOPS TROPHIES 

86 Rnvad Street, Sheffield S2 5TG 
Tel; 0114 276 5554 Fax: 01 H 275 0377 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 llmad Street, Sidemoor. Bromsgrove, Wares B6I HLL 
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 

Specialist* in Ribbons* Full Si/e & Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mon tiling either frtr wear nr display. 

Send SAE or tall for comprehensive price list of 
Full Size & Miniature Medals. 

(’util cant urdcn xcrpml Hy phimr iir tu 
UK innimnm ptei* add !7 .Vi VAT 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 



FRAME YOUR OWN 


viewing pn i w p WM 4 M JJ4ICM 4»1 

width MtzUALc*.*" 

in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. Easy 
quick assembly. 5 sizes available. Viewing widths 
a re: (see picture) 55mm - 105mm ■ 155mm - 205mm - 
240mm at a COsI of El 3.95 - El 7.50 - £18.50 - £20,00 
and £21.50 respectively. Measure across your medals 
and order the size to suit. Prices include mainland postage, add £2 tor 
Ireland/Channel Islands and £5 for overseas. Cheques/postal orders and 
credit card payments to: The Picture Framer, 13 Norfolk Street, Sunderland 
SRI 1EA Tel/Fax 0191 5640811 



THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & Far East, 
Send s.a.e. for your application form today. 

I)PS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B6I SLA 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services end cusiom made lor Clubs. 
Bands. Choirs, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons 4 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech WeM Lane, 
Edge End, Cotoford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 



CAP TALLIES 
AJVY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 
For details send SAE 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 
DEM5/COHBCTCD OPS TIES AMO BADGES 

specialist badge supplies 

I, HEED COURT. LOWGWELL GREEN, BRISTOL 
TEL: 0117 0327967 PAX; 9329342 


FLAGS & BUNTING. Hand sewn 
Ensigns and National Flags, 
Free colour brochure includes 
Bunting, Table Rags and over 40 
polyester 5 ft x 3ft National Flags 
£7.99 each. El pees Entertainments 
271 High Street. Orpington, 
Kent BR6 0NW Tel:OI689 822606 
www.elpees.co.uk 


HMS RE A & RN A WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



£21.20* Inc UK poslage 
' add £1.45 lor optional motto title scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue. Hull, HUS 3EF 
Tel Fax: 01482 213398 
Please send SAE tor Brochure 


Navy News 
Notice To Readers 

iHe publishers of Navy News cannot 
accept responsibility for ibe accuracy 
of any advertisement or for any loses 
suffered by any readers as a result. 
Readers are strongly recommended 
to make their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money of entering into any legally 
binding agreement 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x Tin 

£24.50 + £1.40 UK Postage* 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 Or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36} 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.HMUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 



GREENBURGHS 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£24.00 +£ 1 .50 UK POSTAGE 

GUANUTY DISCOUNTS FOH SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIPE OP SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE for quotes and price list 

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE. TEUFAX: (01273) 416138 


U-NEED-US at 


FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF:- 
NOVELTJES, PARTY HATS. CRACKERS. DECORATIONS. 
PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS. BALLOONS, PAPER PLATES, ETC. 
FUU RANGE Of MILLENNIUM PARTY GOODS. 

30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth POI 1NW 
Phone 023 9285 3013. Fax 023 9273 6943 
B.F.P.O orders welcome - Free catalogue available. 

Established in Portsmouth over 75 Years ago 



EMBROIDERED BADGES & CRESTS 


We are (ffa loading manufacturers of Military Embroidered Badges. 
Official Crests and Garments {including Cummerbunds) in Europe. 
Please call us now fora quotation. We also Screen Print T-Shirts, 
Sweatshirts etc , and are the countries loading manufacturers of 
personalised Coffee Mugs. Pin Badges and Wooden Waff Plaques. 

Top Quality , Best Prices, Unbeatable Value. You've seen the rest , 
now come to the best... _ ....the VERY best 11 

TERRANE PROMOTIONS. TER RARE HOUSE 
WH1SBY WAY IND EST* LI NCOLN LN6 3LQ 
Te-t: (01522) 697000 I Fuc (01522) 597154 


hrERRRNE: 

iFMOiHfcrmiCTjfs 


j 

+ +$ 


/ SHIPMODELS' 

Professional modeller 
talcing commissions for 
naval vessels . Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For details write or phone. 

Mr tan Hus roc, 29 Engle Street, 
Hanley. Stoke-QH Trent, Staffordshire. 
ST I 3RD TeL No, 01782 239485. j 


K 



^ _ A phimigraph of 

t f to) j >™ ,Tsdr in uniform 

v our Qjts J or of your ship l in 

Cat ** 11 he transftirnicd in‘o 

j hcautiful oil priming. 


The Perfect Gift for Christmas 


Full Dvlaih: I5A. Walljuroie Grove Roj 4. 
WestcuvSupcr- M arc 
SmufPicl. BS23 4UJ. 

Quote NN for Discount. 


ADVERTISING RATES 


(exet. VAT) as effective from 1st April 98 


DISPLAY 

Full Page.£2,100 

Half Page.£1,160 

Quarter Page..£655 

S.c.c..£13 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.85p per word 

Trade minimum.30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum.lOwds. 

Box number. £3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on . pages 


Dtscowts Colour Rates, Techncal Details a tey ta hi* on request, 

Tel 01705 724226 for a fli Mafia Pack 


rw.navynews.co.uk 
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Accommodation 



AUSTRALIA 

Quality R&R affomjnodation 

in family home, JO miles south of 
Sydney, centrally located for many 
NSW attractions. 

FH) pppn or f. 1H |?ppn weekly 

Furl he* r info tel 
Australia 246 2B0244 


FLORIDA 

Luxun spacious villa 

Private heated pool, four 
beds.'three builis. 10 ini nines 
from Disney, fully equipped. 

I cl l ax (0191) 2 Hi} 1**83 
k or Tel (0191) 290 3592 . 


UNION JACK 
CLUB 

THE SERVICES CLUB 
U IN LONDON 

Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single, Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV. 
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, Launderette, Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members of Allied 
and MATO Forces. 
Officers welcome. 

All modern facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 0171-928 4814 
Fax: 0171-620 0565 


ftnperid 

Jk. A HOTEL 
AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockyer St, PLl 2QD * 

Telephone: (01752) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV, Radio. Tea.'Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
R ea de rs 10% Accom m od at i o n 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
LI, Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

"A Personal Service' Comfortable Hotel" 


THE ELMS (iuest House 

4H Victoria Rmid Smith, Southsea 

A small. fritfinlK. lamily run Guesl Hi him: 
offering BAB nr weekly rales I 

Clo w to Naval hxsc, Mai ion. shop> m>\ 
night'll El' Colour TV, lea/colTce laLililies in 
all rooms. All mom* cn*suite A nit 
conditioned Own key*, limited parking. 

Pa rids urn) John [Joel Erskini? 

Tel / Vm Port smooth (01705) H23924 
I'Alutl :1 hcElms< ill fa iml.cmti 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 
I Op pi Kit c i tu- p* rw m id ?*) 
TEL: 01705 875566 

Special MltS far all Stnict pemanart and 
Family £23„FOp r p. m full tnwtir double or 
twin-bedded nmm, 

* 4 crow n searrnrtl hotel 

+ Colour TV, tea/colfee fariljti<-> 

* ti times rooms - full size snooker lahle 

> Ideallt situated near all local udraetions. 
and iIs nightlife. 





ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 


1 


£tx£mtoe fa ftne&ent and 
<utd 


7ft4*UH€4 




Accommodation - Leisure Facilities - Bars and Restaurant 

All at attractive prices . J 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 

most weekends m 

Family membership now available n 

4 , Royal Sailors' Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. PCI 3HS 

TEL: 01705 024231 FAX: 01705 293496 J 

CLUB ■ HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN I f 







SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E, for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus e*. serving personnel and R + N,A, members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

'.riorice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped. Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl iriend 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OH CHAB6E FOR 
Charge f WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £80 

per 1 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER . .£70 

person 1 OTHER MONTHS. .£50 

l Nightly {Out of Season) .. *. £10 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform (he manag&meni before 2pm 
Chfcken 12 years or under HALF PRICE il sleeping in (he same room as adults 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER 
MR CURTIS, 70 TESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 



Sandringham Hotel 

7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. P05 3LR 
RECEPTION: PORTSMOUTH (01705) 826969 &22914 
Our Spwiwy FAX No. (01705) 822330 

44 Bedrooms all en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors 

£25.00 B+B p.p.p.n. or £40.00 DBB for Naval Personnel. 
Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people. 
Meal-stops + All Inclusive 
packages available 


BAG 


(§) ^TKing Clmdes ( 34ote£ 

Bromptcm Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 SQL Tel: 01634 830303 
Why not treat yourself to a 2-night weekend 
break in the heart of Medway and Maritime 
Kent, where there is so much to see and do. 

Within 10 minutes of the hotel you can visit the City of ROCHESTER, with its 
Cathedral, Castle and Charles Dickens Centre, the WORLD NAVAL BASE, 
housing many galleries and attractions (includes a trip on Kingswear Castle, 
Britain's last working coal-fired paddle steamer) and the R-E. Museum, 
holding one of the finest collections of its kind in the world. 

For just G9.Q0 per person (based on 2 people sharing) we can offer you a 
fabulous 3-course meal on Friday night, 2 nights bed and English breakfast 
and FREE entrance into the R.E. Museums plus discount vouchers to most 
of the other attractions. (Weekend break from October to March only) 

All our n»oms have en-suite bathroom, colour tv, hairdryer and tea/coffee 
making facilities. Single room prices are available on request. 

For bookings please telephone pJffi MfrTn K 
k reservations on 01634 830303 #### J 


—THE GRAND HOTEL— 
Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Peak Season (April-October) 

£27.50 per person per night in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 


AA 

★ ★★ 


Telephone: 
(01752) 661195 


ETB 


5 Crown* commended 


OLADTfER 


INN 


i Min. double -™ ms aU TTTffff 


Rosy th 


2i twuv-domn 


Tel: 01383 419977 
lax: 01383 411728 


pv PLYMOUTH vea 

£ Haddington House Apartments 


Spacious self catering holiday apartments set within a Victorian House built in 18*3, 
Tastefully decuraccd to ,1 high standard with fully equipped kitchens, 
shower/bathroom, private parking arid garden. 

From £125 per wed, suitable for holidays/reiiniom and groups up to 16 people 

L Discounts for RXA members - contact vour secretin’ for details . 

. FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 01752-767730 A Jj 


COMMENDED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


‘OWN KEYS - NO RESTRtCTtONS‘ 

'H C r TEA COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS * 
‘ENSUtTEAND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS' 
*14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


33. RESTING ROAD. SOUTHSEA. HANTS. P04 GNG 



SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

GUEST HOUSE 

(previously Shropshire Court) 

33 Granada Road, P04 ORD 

Happy Seaside- Guest House, bright, 
spacious rooms, private car park. 
200yds from beach and entertainments, 
lOmins Historic Dockyard, Continental 
Ferry Pori & Shopping Centres, 
Special Autumn Breaks available 
e.g. "4 nights for price of 3" 
Call now!!! 

Annabelle & Lyndon Richards 

0170S 731043 


Rooms to let? 

Why not advertise them 
in Navy News ? 

Call Debbie or Jane 

on 01705 725062 

NOW! 


tRpcE Qardett MoteC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

peaks 

For Naval Personnel 
02 per room 

(one or two persons) 

Cfirirat for nil Suultaca amenities and 
entertuinmenlv tjuulhv en-suite 
ItrdrtKimv Satellite TV's alt rooms, 
lea-coffee facilities, lounge, 
private r«r park 

★ Attractive Bar rt 
* Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 
MF 1 Southsea 
■HOB POS2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
AH rooms CTV, Tea. Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

Edacumbr (lursi llau\r 

50 Fur St. West Hot. H i (RT 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hot end P$rk, Friendly t»mily run 
Guest House otters you a warm welcome srfo 
personal service, Facilities include residents 
lounge. TV, Radio. TeaCotfee. Licensed. Central 
Heating all rooms, From £14pp. CCs Accepted 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13, Pier Street. West Hoe. 

TEL: 01752 262870 


Tn Cami miut BeuN 

6tcsi Hcust 

St Simon Road, ScKithwM, Portsmouth 
Flexible Accomodation offered 2 minutes 
walk away from the seafront 
All flals and rooms have own kitchen area 
with cooking facilities, own bathrooms with 
shower or bdlh, living Area, central heating, 
satellite TV and private off road parking. 
Rooms available £15 p.p, per night. 

Flats ire amiable for longer stays, llDCM SOpw 

Ring or Fax Andy Scott on- 
0170S 3S1277 for more details ^ 


M, 


|OR TSM °UTl 

LADY J 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 

HHS Warrior/ 

Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

Tel: 01705 870505 J 

•/HUMUMIHitf-e 

Osmond Quest Mouse 

42 ‘Pier Street, West Hoe 

» 01752 229705 
Seafront Bed and Breakfast 
from £16-£20*00 
4 poster bed, Alt rooms CTV. 
Tea/Coffee making, 
some en-suite. Parking. 
Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 



The Victory Services Club f . 


The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 

• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 
■ Affordable room rates 

» Choice of restaurants & bars 

• Lounges, Library', TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


lor information & reservations contact us at: 
63/79 SEYMOUR STREET, LONDON W2 21II- 

Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496 


www.navynews.co.uk 
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Motoring 



Scenic scores 
with stowage 
space to spare 


I N THE era of people movers, pace-setter Renault found a sure-fire hit when it creat¬ 
ed the Scenic, a “mult-activity car" that took up the same roadspace as the Megane 
hatchback on which it was based, writes GIvnn Williams. 


Two years on, there is New 
Scenic - now divorced from the 
Megane branding - and if the 
first was excellent the second is 
brilliant, and very good value. 

For while the car has had sub¬ 
stantial improvements and raised 
specifications, prices across the 
range have been reduced, starting 
from £13,100 with the flagship at 
just over £18,(MM). 

There aren't many family 
motorists who can justify a seven- 
scater, hence the success of the 
airy and adaptable five-sea ter 
Scenic. 

It handles as well as any family 
hatchback, yet has the raised seat¬ 
ing position for more relaxed 
motoring which has made the hig- 
ger wagons, and 4X4s rn particular, 
so popular. 

And it has pace - a new range- 
lopping 2d it re 16-valve engine with 
variable valve liming produces 


!40bhp and ZtKJNm of torque for (h 
60mph in under ten seconds and 
122mph top speed, enough to see 
off a 2 litre GolfGli! 

This month’s test car had the 
same muscle in terms of torque - 
what you need for effortless over¬ 
taking - bm a more modest 
IlKlbhp, and lhat was from the 1.9- 
litre turbo diesel, 

li also had Sport budging. which 
might seem a little ostentatious for 
a diesel, hut while that refers more 
to the trim, the performance was 
lusty with (F60 in under 13 seconds 
and lOKmph potential, with excel¬ 
lent pulling power in between. 

The new models are visually dis¬ 
tinguished by a steeper bonnet 
rake with honeycomb grilles and 
distinctive double optic headlights, 
but under the skin there is a lot 
more. Standard features include 
height-adjustable driver's seal, dri¬ 
ver, front passenger and front lat¬ 
eral airbags and load limiters on 


both the front and outer rear seat- 
belts. 

All models have anti-lock disc 
braking on all hubs with electronic 
brake balance, to stop the car in 45 
metres from f>2mph. 

Security features include 
powerful remote locking 
and a system which auto¬ 
matically locks all doors 
including the tailgate when 
you exceed 6mph, to safe* 
guard against personal 
attack and bag snatches. 

All models also have power 
steering, electric front windows 
and door mirrors. height- 
adjustable steering wheel, and 
height-adjustable rear parcel shelf 
which can lake a 70kg load. 

Apart from distinctive alloy 
wheels and front fog lamps, the 
Sport specification included elec¬ 
tric operation for the two lilt-and- 
slide sunroofs, sliding outer rear 



• NO COMPROMISE: The new Renault Scenic 2.0 16V 


seats, plus an accessory power 
point below the middle one, a sin¬ 
gle CD player in the 60w hi-fi, and 
outside temperature readout. 

To keep cool inside there is also 
manual air conditioning with 
pollen filter which also serves a 
very handy cool box located in 
front of the gear lever - a practical 
stowage area which can take three 
cans of drink, or keep chocolate or 
sandwiches fresh. 

Neat stowage is where the 
Scenic scores time and again. 
Apart from door pockets which 
will take a litre of milk, there are 
lidded glove pockets above and 
below tlie passenger side of the 
dash, storage boxes under both 


front seats, and very neat con¬ 
cealed boxes under the floor in the 
rear passenger footwell - ideal for 
concealing laptop or camera. 

Nowhere is there a hint of com¬ 
promise - legroom is gtHuh front 
and rear, and visibility is excellent 
all round with rear headrests 
retracting into the seats, all of 
which are supportive and comfort¬ 
able. 

And this smooth and quiet 
diesel w hich pre heats for start-up 
before you can plug in the seatbelt 
is a lusty mover which averages 
nearly 50m pg. 

What more can you ask for? 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Renault New Scenic 
1 9T1 Sport 

PRICEON ROAD: £15,700 

(model range £13.1Q0’£18,300) 
ENGINE: 1.9-litre turbo diesel 
producing 100blip and 20GNm 
torque at 2,000rpm 
TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 
manual change 

PERFORMANCE: 0-62mph - 

127 secs: top speed - lOSmph 
ECONOMY: 47,9mpg combined 
cycles (57.6mpg extra urban) 
INSURANCE: Group 6E 



il 


FOR ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT 
CALL EUROPE^ NO. 1 TAX FREE 
MILITARY SRECmLISTS! JE 




WE NOW HAVE 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
FOR ALL R.N. ^~ 
PERSONNEL ^jL_ 


I 


With over 350 new and used cars in stock, we shotflH have 
a car to meet your needs. With low rate forces^ifinance 
and guaranteed finance acceptance, we can put you into 
your new or used car quickly and easi ly. Choose a new 
i Vauxhall, Ford, Audf, Volkswagen, Seat, Lotus, Peugeot or 
Marcos, or a quality used car with 12 months warranty. 


V CAR 


^ FOR USED 


WHATEVER YOU CHOOSE, 

yootSan buy with confidence. 

5AL05CALL; WAYNE, SIMON OR SAM 
01323 739675 01323 734560 


SALES CALL: MATT OR STEVE TESTER 
0800 010304 01323 738504 


Take our new" lyebsiTe for, a TesT Hrive. 


I www.navynews.co.uk 
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Motoring 








STOP PRESS! 


Don't miss next 
montfisfoailtest^ 


the awesome 


0X0 


For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot's No,! supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TM5 Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR 


RANGERS 


MILITARY SALES 




DRIVE-IN CUTPRICE SERVICING. MOT & FAST FIT DISCOUNT CENTRE 


IVAN S GARAGE O 

r„ i p CULDROSE, HELSTON ZZ 
HIGHLY HE COMMENDED BY “THE GOOD GARAGE GUIDE W 

FULL DIAGNOSTIC, ACCIDENT REPAIRS & SERVICING 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERING SERVICE LOCALLY 
Quality Pre-Owned cars from £250 FOR SALE 


0182135 NOW FOR UP TO AN EXTRA 20% 


DISCOUNT FOR ALL NAVAL PERSONAL ON MOTS & SERVICING 


if it’s PEUGEOT 

then it’s got to be 

RANGERS 


f UNBEATABLE \ 
DEALS for 
HMF'S serving 
in the UK & 
OVERSEAS 


It’s a buyer’s 
market now 


NOW is a good time to change your can whether for a new or secondhand one, according 
to the market experts. 


In the new car market t 
Glass's Guide - ""hihie" to the 
motor trade - says that 
Sept embers first V-registra¬ 
tions fell well short of expecta¬ 
tions, which has created a 
remarkably strong buyer’s 
market. 

This is because manufacturers 
will want to sell the cars ready for 
an expected avalanche of orders 
for the start of the new millenni¬ 
um. 

Paul Jarvis. Glass's director of 
valuation products, says that us 
well as manufacturers wanting to 
avoid being left with a tranche of 
unsold cars, there are some extra¬ 
ordinarily good deals including 
free insurance, finance and servic¬ 
ing offers. 

“When these incentives are 
combined with excellent part 
exchange offers resulting from the 
current strong demand for well- 


maintained used ears, anyone 
seeking to buy a new car between 
now and the end of the year can 
expect to make considerable sav¬ 
ings,” he says. 

One reason for the used 
demand is the forthcoming demise 
of four-star petrol, making older 
ears even more of a liability . 

Doubtless one reason for the 
drop in demand - apart from the 
attraction of holding on for a 
m ode I first registered in the 21st 
century - is speculation that the 
ear makers will be forced to cut 
their prices. 

But Ford for one has guaranteed 
that if prices are cut it will refund 
lhe difference to those buying now. 

For those buying secondhand, 
there is new reassurance available 
from the HF1 Cheek designed to 
provide the buyer with greater 
depth of information io reduce the 
risks of fraud. 

New data from the DVLA adds 


to details of whether the ear has 
been reported stolen, subject to 
outstanding finance, or been 
involved in a major insurance 
claim suggesting substantial acci¬ 
dent damage. 

The new information includes 
the year of manufacture - there 
have been times when new cars 
have sat in an airfield for a year 
before first registration - whether 
the car was first registered abroad 
(which could indicate a “grey 
import*); whether it has been reg¬ 
istered as scrapped; the number of 
revious keepers: date of last 
ccperchange; and colour changes 
with date which could indicate 
accident damage cover-up. 

The HPI Check is available to 
used car buyers by calling ill722 
422422 for a fee of £31 including 
VAT, and can also include the mar¬ 
ket value of the vehicle being 
checked if the information is ava¬ 
ilable. 


FORD celebrates its 
recently awarded sta¬ 
tus of Design Council 
Millennium Product 
for its Ka, Puma and 
Focus models by 
introducing special 
editions unveiled at 
last month's Motor 
Show - in any colour 
you like so long as 
its Millennium Yell¬ 
ow. 

Just 1,000 of each 
will be produced with 
a unique identifying 
number highlighted 
in a dashboard* 
mounted plate and 
special key fob. 


H.M. Forces only! 

Warning! - don't get involved in high cost 
civilian finance schemes for people with 
inferior credit ratings - try... 

Walker CarSales 

21-27 Copnor Road, Co prior, Portsmouth 
Over 100 cars in stock from £20(H50,000 
.,,10 minutes from HMS Nelson 

Portsmouth's RAt Forces finance specialists 

Licensed Credit Brokers, details on request, subject 's status 


• Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for Forces 

• Immidiate cover and monthly payment schemes 

• Open 365 days a year 

• 8am*l0prn weekdays, 9am^9pm weekends 

tom Direct ImurMCa Sotttea Lift. Tltt Ham Ha u»a. 10 Si Havant) Breen. Ipswich. Suffolk, IF* 2BS 
W: (0HT3) 211M1 talOKnjltS 


MILITARY ID ENTITLES YOU TO 

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 
ON YOUR 
NEW 
CAR! 


Our special Tax Free new cor discounts on a wide range 
of makes are also available on many models for 
Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings . 

Of course, you will also receive the renowned NATOCARS' service and tfie 
same service is provided for our Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme 

Can you afford not to buy from NATOCARS? 

CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555 

G "r' ® 0 © © @ ™ L ™ 

NATOCARS 

'V .A f.iprtlrn, r MP 

Nolot ars Ltd * Wylds Rood * Bridgwater * Somerset * TA6 4BH 
Tel: 01278 455555 • Fax: 0! 27B 450396 * E-mail: soles@nalocors-to.uk I 


# TOYOTA'S new MR2 Roadster ; a head-turner at the London 
Motor Show ; is an open-top two-seater now offered with a spe¬ 
cially designed hard top for winter use , giving it the practicality 
and took of a coupe, ft wilt goon sate early next year. 


@ 


Pole position^ 




■' www.navynews.co.uk 
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At Your Service 


Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Sheba - Aden, Associated Ships and 
Escort Vessels WW2: Looking for others lo 
join si* for London reunion, June 15-17. 
Gordon PiniieW, 7, Fairways. Medomstey 
fid, Conselt DH8 5NT, tel: 01207 503617. 

loch Class Frigates Association: Seeking 
Hayward, Palmer, Snowdon, Hollis. Barnett, 
Wakeman, Flaherty and others, or other Loch 
vessels, to join association and April reunion. 
Edward Freaihy, Elmbank. Marlow fid. Bourne 
End, Bucks SL8 5NL. tel 01628 5237 tl 

Weapon Mechanicians: 3S1 passed 
through HMS Caledonia/Vernon/Excelleril io 
be weapon Mechanicians Where are you? 
Details ol association and reunion from 
Charlie Davis. 1 Hillview, Uploders, Bndport 
DT6 4PF tel 01308 485365 

HMS Unicorn Association - almost 300 
members - still seeking Jock Allen i 1943-6): 
TaHy Ward. Stan Larsen, Len Cornish. Albert 
Btckherdide, Lew Witook (1043 61, Contact E 
Bosworthrck, 3. Arundel Close. He me I 
Hempstead HP2 4QR tel; 01442 255821, 
HMS Quiltiam: Roy Johnson is looking 
lor old shipmates 1943 45, Aback on 
Sabang; any info, photos etc. appreciated 
and help in research of the Quilliam Flotilla 
Leader Tel 01782 817561 or 01782 281906 
HMS St George, Isle of Man, 1941 42, 
Class 264W: Any ol you like 10 correspond 
or reminisce? Contact Len (Lotty) Warren, 
ex TategraphteL on 01240 716062 

HMS Prelector: Did you serve on board 
in the Antarctic? Seeking ex-crew members, 
all commissions, re terming an association. 
Contact Bill Bartlett on 01202 480767 
Kota Maru circa 1945-46: S. Tiffin seeks 


anyone who look passage Irom Philippines 
to USA In Ihe ship Contact S. Tiffin ,2, 
Falconry Cl. 7 Fairfield South, Kingston-on- 
Thames KTl 2UR, tel: 0181 549 0326. 

Ex-HMS Wessex RNR meets first 
Wednesday in month. Bpm at the Sealarers, 
Orchard Place, Southampton. Derails from 
Mrs J Bull, 44, Mayfair Gardens. Court Rd, 
Banister Park. Southampton S015 2TW. 

Bill McMullen. PO Writer at Portsmouth, 
mid-66$ before being drafted lo Fdnlenbletj. 
wile’s name Deidre (Dee), Peter, son of RPO 
Dennis Burley, wife's name Win. drafted lo 
Singapore 1965, wants to hear from you. 
Contact Peter Burley. 27. Slifford fid. Aueley. 
Essex RMt5 4BS, tel: 01708 680451, 

HMS Edinburgh Caslle: Reg Howard. 
SBA in 1940. seeks Sick Berth staff, espe 
dally Albert Sumner. Sid Jenkins, Bob 
Watkinson. Gheckley. Chedsley and others, 
Contacl Reg at 1. Kesteven Drive, Market 
Deeping, Uncs PE6 8DU. lei: 01770 346013. 

HMS Mercury - March 1959, Class 
R20 2i: Were yog in either class, and inter¬ 
ested m contachng old classmates'? Contact 
Jim Mock) Pollock. 01609 775023. 01609 
766003, e Mail: tames pailodi(8>btcom 
HMS Raleigh, Mess 84: Ken Lawiey 
seeks males in a photo Taken Nov 8, 1943, 
especially Arthur Brown, ol SEockwell, London 
(1956) coniact Ken at 38. Greenfield Rd. 
Waverton, Cheshire CH3 7NG. 

HMS Sainles 55 56, HMA Armada 
56.67: Ron Miles lex A/B and ship's poslie), 
of 23 Swale Rd. Cove. Farnborough GUI 4 
9NH. Eel: 01252 663330. seeks shipmates, 
RNH Ha alar, 1950-56: Geoff (Tubbyt 


Richardson seeks chums Don (Jock) Smart, 
Keith (Hotfoot) NiehoIJs or others. Contact 
Gedff at 3, St Monicas Garth, Easmgwood, 
York YQ61 3G2, tel; 01347 821642 

HMS Whltes&nd Bey: Seeking Jeff 
Steed and Tom King, 1952-54. Contact Dan 
Herbert. 54 Sara Close. Four Oaks, Sutlon 
Coldfield B74 4BW 

HMS Penn: Is there anyone left who 
served in this destroyer? Is there an associ¬ 
ation? Tom Sawyer was aboard lor ihe sec^ 
ond commission Conlact Tom at 15. 
Qverfreld Rd, California. Birmingham 832 
38A, tel: 0121 426 2417 

Fred Cork, member of CFVAand HMS Si 
Vincent Association coniacl Gordon 
Chatburn (01705 262964) or 49. Maralyn 
Ave. Waterlccvilte. Portsmouth P07 7LL; re 
ML 1323. attacked in Pearl River Sept. 1953; 
Gordon has photo of her in Hong Kong after 
being lowed back by HMS Cossack 

LCIL 215: Frank Smith wants lo contact 
mates who took pan in ihe surrender ol Ihe 
Japanese at Singapore and Ihe handing over 
of boats to US Navy at Subic Bay. Write 10 1. 
Dalriada Rd. Greenock. PA16 OfiB 


Over to You 


Galley-baked bread competition: Can any¬ 
one tell D. Atkinson what happened to (he 
Oak shield awarded lo the winner 7 His name 
was added in 1958 lo the Others dating back 
lo 1932. If possible he would like a photo ol 
ihe shield and a close up of his name on ft, 
Contact D H Atkinson. 15, George Downing 
House. Miles Mitchell Village. Crownhilr. 
Plymouth PL6 5XJ. tel: 01752 779596 
Frederick Jack Bishop, Capt RN 
(deed): Can anyone tell T Foreman ihe 
whereabouts ol Capt Bishop's daughter, 
Paulina Jane Bishop, bom Malta. July 10, 
1946 Contact T Foreman, c/O 56. Chequer 
Ave. Hyde Park, Doncaster DN4 5AS 

Old Horse, old horse, what want you 
here?’ is the first line to a verse Ursula 
Bodiiiys lather, the late Cdr Ralph Bodilly. 
used to quote when in her teens and com¬ 
plaining about food What is the history of it? 
Contact Miss Bodilly at Flat 2. Trenarren, 8 
Alverton Terrace. Penzance TR1B 4JH 
HMS Anlrim: Does anyone know where 
Miss Turner can purchase a Zippo lighter 
wilh ihe Anlnm cresl on it? Contact Miss S. 
Turner. 41. Leegomery Rd. Wellington, 



Telford TFl 3BN tel 01952 249169. 

Python- Can anyone provide Len Warren 
with details ol Ihe sinking ol German supply 
ship Python by HMS Dorsetshire on Dec 6. 
1941, m Ihe South Atlanlic Coniacl Len at 
46. Mill Lodge. Llandeglan, Anglesey LL59 
5YB. tel: 01248 716062 

HMS Powerful: G. Meakm has a silver 
Hunter watch wilh the inscription Siege of 
Ladysmith. 186 Days 1899 1900. H Panmfer 
Ord Seaman. HMS Poweriur The dial is 
signed S. Smith & Sons, The Strand, 
London. Walchmahers to Ihe Admrralty. Any 
■nlo would be gratefully received. Coniacl 
G,W. Meakin, 5. The Hollows, Silverdate 
Estate. Willdrd. Nottingham NGtl 7FJ, 
Chatham Command Field Gun Crew; A. 
Hussey was a member Ol this crew in 1960. 
the last time Chatham competed. Anyone 
with photo* or lilm of Chatham at Eari $ Court 
in 1960 is askedi to contact Mr Hussey at 10c, 
King William Walk, Greenwich. SE10 9JH 
HMS FI redrake: Cohn Masters uncle 
was lost, aged 19, when ihe ship was torpe¬ 
doed and sunk in WWH. He wants to find out 
more about Ihe ship and survivors. Contact 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF^ 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO is both a Charitable Trust and a Membership Assodalion 
for Serving and Retired Officers of the RN, RM, QARNNS, 
former WRNS, and (heir Reserves 
The Charitable Trust has assets exceeding £3 million, the investment 
income from which is used to make grants and burcarics to all officers and 
their dependants, including their widows or widowers, when they are in need. 
The M embers hip Association, which has 8.500 members the majority 
currently joining being serving officers, provides very substantial and diverse 
benefits both for serving anti retired officers for a nominal annual membership 
fee of £10 (or £ 150 for Life Membership), Amongsi these ARNO’s A A 
membership scheme alone affords a saving which comfortably exceeds the 
annual subscription! (Roadside with Home Stan and cover throughout Europe 
£38 per year) 

For fun her informal inn; 

Either visit the ARNO web site wwwxurosurF.com/arno or complete 
and return the following: (fax: 0171 402 5533. e-maiLamo@eumsurf,com). 


To: Lt Cor 1 M PCcxjmbes RN. ARNO> 70 PtaacHTSTER Tce* London W2 3TP 
Please send me del ails and a membership application form: 



■ Material submitted for this page should be brief, clearly writ¬ 
ten or typed, and addressed to The Editor. 

■ Entries are free, but repeat items can only be inserted on pay¬ 
ment of our run-on advertising rate - contact 023 9272 5062. 

■ Items pertaining to commercial work, books and publications 
for profit can only appear as paid-for advertising. 

■ Reunions appear in date order, and requests to place an entry 
in a particular edition cannot always be met. 

■ There may be a delay before items appear due to the volume 
of requests. 

Quail. LE11 3LZ. tel: 01509 234304. 

HMS Vonigern. ios! March 15. 1942 
George Tweedy, ol Toronto, seeks info aboul 
kus father. Tommy Tweedy, Stoker 1st Class, 
who died with his ship, and wants to hear 
from survivors or relatives, especially il they 
knew his lather Coni act his cousin, VV- 
Neato. 3. Grange Close. North Shields NE3C 
3AD. tel: 0191 296 1641. 

F.J. Hawkln, Jan 2, 1920, HMS 

Common wealth 13 written on The Oack ol two 
framed. B W prints ol country scenes. It any¬ 
one knows ol the prints or Hawkin, comacl 
Mrs Sheila EHiott, The Red Lion. 14, The 
Square. Beaminster. Dorset DT8 3AX. Eel; 
01308 862364 

Reunions 


November 

HMS Trafalgar Association reunion is Nov 
13 at ihe Home Club. Portsmouth. All coni' 
missions welcome with guests, Details from 
Albert Senior, Hill Farm. Great Dunham. 


PROFESSIONAL TOURIST 
GUIDE available to advise you on 
your accommodation and reunion 
needs around Ply month. Guided 
tours also available. Contacl 
TOP TOURS, Tel. (01752) 695451. 
OR Mobile Q7974%782L 


HERALD 






Were you there? 

Call Louise on 

0171 428 3182 

for an ITV 
documentary 
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A Subscription means you will be: 

• First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 

• First to receive Special Offers 

• Your copy is delivered to your 
door, hot off the press 


Name .... 
Address 
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The perfect 
Christmas Preseat 

Take out a 36mths U.K. 
Subscription and pay for 
30mths at the SPECIAL 
PRICE of £32.50 
A great saving of £7.00 
Foreign Subscribers 
£39.00 

Don’t Delay Send Your 
Order TODAY for this 
Fantastic Offer! 


To Navy News, Business Manager, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, England P01 3HH 

Please send me a Navy News hot of the press every month. I would like the subscription 
for UK at the special rate of 1 year £15 □ 2 years £27 □ 3 years £32.50 □ 

OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, EUROPE, 
CANADA. USA & AUSTRALIA 1 year £18.50 □ 2 years £32 □ 3 years £39 □ 

AIR MAIL PRICES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
Payment by Cheque!Switch or International Monty Orders in £ Sterling and drawn on UK hank is enclosed 
OK pay by Credit Card {Credit Card orders must be over £5) using the Coupon on Page 4 
Due to administration costs » a refund cannot be given if the subscription is Cancelled during the first two years. 

□ This is a new subscription j Renewed subscription 
c Please start subscription from month.«.*......... 
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Kings Lynn PE32 2LP, 10): 01760 755094 
Beagle, Boadfcea and Bulldog 
Association: aji members are invited to a 
presentation to Ihe Mayor of Wandsworth at 
Old Battersea Town Hall, of a model ol HMS 
Bulldog 1939’45, a( 3pm on Nov 23, Contact 
Len Perry 0181 7778818 for details. HMS 
Beagle (H3Q). Boadicea (H65) and Bulldog 
(H91) cease as an association from 31 
December. A. Randall (55. Mountbatten Rd, 
DersJngham, Kings Lynn P£3l 6YE) will Still 
be Ihe contacl Tor ex Beagles white! Len 
Perry (2, The Mead, West Wickham, Kant 
BR4 OBB) will be contact for Ihe others 
HMS Barham Survivors Association 
Remembrance and wreath laying service will 
lake place at Westminster Abbey on Nov 27. 
Gather in the waiting area ol the North aisle 
ol the nave at 2.30pm Medals and badges 
should be worn Details Irom George Elliott, 
Flat 4. Greenwich Court, 25 King Si. 
Soulhsea POS 4EU, tel: 01705 755734 II 
you wish to lay the wreath, lei him know. 

Ton Class Association West of London 
ire Christmas reunion lunch is at High 
Wycombe on Nov 27. Contact Edward 
Freaihy. Elmbank. Marlow Road. Bourne 
End. Bucks. SL0 5NL, lei: 01628 523711, 


Fast Minelayers Association, South 
East Branch: Reunion al the RBLC 
Kennington at noon on Nov 29. Contacl Ray 
Moore. 89 Watlmg Rd. Norwich NR7 9TG. 
tel; 01603 437652. 

December 

RN Shipwrights and Artisans reunion 
(serving and retired) on Dec 3 between noon 
and 4.30 at the Royal British Legion Club, 
Market Rd. Plympton. Gall Mark Allen on 
01752 338588 or Bob Jbhnson on 01752 
793143. 

Seaman Specialist Comrades 
Association Christmas function in the WO 6 
SR Mess. HMS Nelson, on Dec 4 8pm. 
Details from SSCA Secretary, 21. Mernvala 
Rd, Hllsea, Portsmouth PQ2 QTJ. 


January 


BK 


Quarters Administrators (ex Assist 
ants) reunion will be in the WOte. SR’s and 
SNCO’s Mess, HMS Nelson, on Jan 22. 
More details from CPOWQA Paula Price 
01705 722775 Or FQWQA Chrissy Smith on 
01705 726706. 


Operation Grapple 1957-58: Seeking 
David Henderson. Charles Allison and Auslm 
Jones, all HMNZS Roloili, who served at 
Christmas Island, Contact Fred Hansen. 35. 
Glen Rd. Devonport, Auckland, New Zealand, 
tel; (09) 4452 178, fax; (09) 4457 829. 

HMS Edinburgh Caslle: Reg Howard 
was a SBA during 194 1 42 He seeks into on 
SBCPO Sid Lee and SBPO Robert Brown, 
both Guz ratings. Bob was later 
Commissioned Warden aster al C5H Trin- 
comaiee Contact Reg Howard. 1 Kesteven 
Drive. Market Deeping. Lines PE6 SOU. lei: 
01778346813. 

War Registry, The Admiralty: Ray 

Sibley, who was m B' Watch at Ihe Registry 
during the War. wants to hear Irom anyone 
else who served in Ihe hub of Naval Ops. 
Write to Ray. c/o Irene Chalmers. 630, 
Queens Dnve, Swindon. Wilts SN3 1AZ, 

Lighthouses or Light Vessels: Peter 
Williams is researching major incidents Such 
as the collision between a minesweeper - 
which one? - and ihe Scarweaiher Light 
Vessel on Jan 30, 1940. which resulted in the 
light vessel sinking, also the many personal 
anecdotes about the rescue of sick or in|ured 
keepers. Contact Peter Williams. 1 Marine 
Gdns Miltorrt Haven SA73 3JH. tel: 01646 
696825. e-marl ktghghj0>globatnet,co.uk 

HMS Voltaire, sunk by surface raider in 
Mid-Atlantic, April 4. 1941 George Thomas 
(25 Kmgslield Kmgsway, Bath. BA2 2NB. 
01225 310588) would like to hear from any¬ 
one who knew his uncle. Harry Thomas, who 
went down with the ship. 

HMS Capel: Gerard Leonard is compiling 
mlo on the sinking ol HMS Capel (LI B.G. 
Hesiop) on December 26. 1944. Also the 
sinking of German ship Kernel on October 
14. 1942 by MTB 236 (S it R.Q. Drayson) 
This action involved five destroyers from 
Dartmouth, one ol which may have had Lt 
Col J-C.A. Ingram serving aboard. Any pho¬ 
tos will be copied and returned. Contact 
Gerard at 102 rue Jean Lebas. 50120 
Equerdreville-HainnevilJe, France 

Lt David Benson RNVR; Margaret Dent 
seeks info about her father, who served in 
WW2 in HMS Andradfte and MMS 113 in the 
Med. Particularly interested in the occasion 
When he took the surrender ol a Greek island 
as acting Lt Cdr - does anyone remember 
the incident or the island? Contact Mrs Dent. 
45, Herschell Rd, Leigh on Sea SS9 2NH, 

HMS Foxhound * U39: A crew member of 
U39 rescued by members ol Foxhound and 
other corvettes after an unsuccessful attack 
On Ark Royal on Sept 14, 1939. wishes to 
contact sailors from Foxhound. Contact 
Erwin Prugel, Hemminger Sfrasse 12, 
71254, Dilzingen, Germany. 

Will red (Bill or Will) E Smith, RM. 
served in HMS Goliath. HMS Calypso. 
President III. Died 1942 in Gibraltar Hospital 
Does anyone remember Mrs M Luckelt's 
dad? Coniad her at Fiai 4. Rosebay Close. 
Norwich NR6 6DX, tel 01603 403006 

HMS Magic, WWII Heel minesweeper, 
sunk off Normandy, July 6-7th, 1944, by a 
German human torpedo Having served In 
sweepers during WWII. sentimenial reasons 
prompt C. Winter lo seek a pnnt ol Magic 
Contact him al 95. Thomas St. East Bnghton 
3187. Melbourne. Victoria, Auslralia 
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• A Sea Vampire C20. The 
type played a valuable role In 
training the Royal Navy’s 
first generation of jet pilots. 


de Havilland Sea Vampire 


ON DECEMBER 3 1945 a Sea Vampire 
became the first pure jet to operate from 
an aircraft carrier 

Piloted by Lt Cdr E. M. Brown RNVR, the 
converted third prototype Vampire I wen! on to 
complete 15 take-offs and landings over two 
days* Although propeller-driven aircraft would 
continue to serve for many years to come, it 
was the tentative start of an era for the Fleet 
Air Arm. 

The navalised production version of the 
Vampire FB5 - the F20 - was strengthened, fit¬ 
ted with arrester hooks at the rear of the 
engine nacelle and had larger dive brakes and 
landing flaps. The type equipped three 
squadrons involved with the training of the 
Service's first generation of jet pilots - 700 t 
702 and 787. 

An experimental version, the F21, had 
strengthened undersides for trials in 1949 on 


board the carrier HMS Warrior, to test the fea¬ 
sibility of landing aircraft without the use of 
undercarriages! In an attempt to soften the 
impact, Warrior was specially equipped with a 
rubberised surface on her flight deck. The idea 
did not catch on. 

The F20 was powered by a de Havilland 
Goblin 2 engine producing 3*0QQIb thrust. 
Maximum speed was 526mph. it could climb to 
25,000ft in ten minutes and had a range of 590 
miles. Armament was four 20mm guns. 

It was succeeded in the training role by the 
two-seat Sea Vampire T22 in 1954, a navalised 
version of the RAF’s Til. Seventy-four were 
delivered to the RN and were used widely. 
Most had gone out of service by the late 1950s 
but a few remained in secondary roles until the 
mid 1960s, 

The T22 was powered by a Goblin 35 engine 
giving a maximum speed of 538mph. 


r Online’and. a1> yefur service. 
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Strategy is 
dependent 
on youths 

Tl 4 E RN R U' S com m i t me n t 1 o 
youth rugby is central to the 
strategy of‘Club Navy', 

A new chairman of yout h rugby, 
Gipt David Pond, is heading up a 
strong management team, and he 
will sit on fhc RNRU executive 
committee, giving youth a voice in 
the senior forum. 

The Undcr-21s will play all their 
fixtures before Christmas, culmi¬ 
nating with the Army match on 
December II, while the Under- 
20s will play in a new RFU U2D 
eou n ty eo m pc t i l io n be t wee a 
January and April 21KKI and hopes 
are high that both sides will be the 
equal of some stiff opposition. 

Within the + Club Navy" system, 
individuals with the talent and 
desire can look forward to early 
recognition and fast-stream selec¬ 
tion to the senior sides. 

Services XVI 

DEVONPORT Services will he 
fielding 16 teams this season with 
the launch of a veterans* team. 

Services start the season in the 
Cornwall and Devon League, and 
run a women's team - the Sirens - 
as well as a range of junior sides. 

Bowl victors 

COMMANDO Logistics proved 
too well-organised for 42 Coo, tak¬ 
ing the 50th rugby Argyll Bowl. 

A 22-9 half-time lead was begin¬ 
ning to slip but a laic rally made 
the final score 34-19, 


Sport - Ruabv Special 
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• Reaching out - action from the 1999 RN v RAF clash. 


RN rugby 
reaches 
to future 


NAVY rugby has had to undergo 
the same radical changes which the 
civilian side of the sport has experi¬ 
enced, said RN Rugby Union chair¬ 
man Jeff Blackett. 

The traditions of ISO years, with con¬ 
stant fixture lists and a powerful elite, 
has been replaced by professional play¬ 
ers and leagues. 

And although the Navy still has 
Wednesday rugby, and the annual trek to 
Twickenham to play the Army, the revo¬ 
lution has not passed it by, he said. 

But the evolution must continue, to 
ensure the Navy - through players, 
coaches, referees and administrators, in 
both military and civilian spheres - still 
punches above its weight. 

To maintain the influence, the chair¬ 
man wants to see the RNRU continue to 
be a model constituent body, supporting 
rugby throughout at all levels. 

Areas of importance include: 

■ Permanent RM units and establish- 
mcnls must ensure they continue to run 
as properly-constituted RFU clubs; 

■ All players must be registered on the 


RNRU data base; 

■ RN/RM leagues and cup competitions 
should feed into RFU national competi¬ 
tions 

■ RN representative teams should com¬ 
pete in the county championships 

■ More resources should be put into US 
Portsmouth and Devon port Services, to 
help them progress up the national 
leagues to provide a focus for players; 

■ Close links should be built with 
National first and second division clubs, 
to place and develop players: 

■ More resources should be pul into 
youth development. 

The chairman still believes Navy rugby 
is well-respected in the RFU. but the 
grass-roots level - the Wednesday teams 
- must play their part. 

“My vision for the nexi decade is thal 
the RNRU must provide an environ¬ 
ment for all our people to play rugby 
whenever and wherever they wish, with a 
facility for those who have aspirations to 
play as high a level as possible. 

“This must all be underpinned by 
good administration, a sound financial 
basis, and a voice in the national arena," 



Women’s 
game is 
growing 

WOMEN'S rugby is the 
fastest-growing sport in 
Europe, and last season - 
by popular demand - be¬ 
came an integral part of RN 
rugby. 

Devon port Siren s - an 
open club with about 30 
players, around (en of 
whom are serving - has 
shown how successful 
such a squad can be, and 
forms the nucleus of an 
embryonic Navy team. 

US Portsmouth is not so 
advanced, but at both cen¬ 
tres there are training and 
coaching opportunities, 
and for those who want a 
gentler introduction there is 
a growing tag rugby circuit. 
Faslane is also tasked with 
developing women's rugby. 
Those interested should 
contact LWPT Kieran 
Walker (US Portsmouth): 
9380 24151; George Taylor 
(Sirens): 93705 3559 or Lt 
Sian Howells (Sec, RNW 
; Rugby): 9375 52838. 


Navy XIII lose 

THE NAVY lost 34-IS to the RAF 
the final match of the inter-Serviccs 
rugby league challenge cup, 

A tough first half saw the RAF 
edge in from by 10-6. but the 
Navy, having lost influential skip¬ 
per Andy Steel to injury, were 
ground down after the break. 


‘Club Navy’ is 
the new ethos 


IF YOU are good enough, 
you are in the First XV. 

That is the simple selection 
policy which is at the heart of 
the 'Club Navy' concept, 
according to Cdr Chris Alcock, 
Director Navy Rugby. 

Cdr Alcock's remit is to over* 
see the playing side of Navy 
rugby, including selecting the 
Navy team. 

His aim is also simple: "To 
put Navy rugby back at the very 
top, not just at First XV level but 
for all the Naval Service. 

“Producing a winning side at 
Twickenham on May 6, 2000, is 


AN UPSURGE in veterans rugby 
has encouraged the start of an inter- 
Semces championship - but the 
Navy has some catching up i.o do. 

The Army - the current champi¬ 
ons - and RAF are both pressing 
on with squad development, and 
ihe Veterans Committee is seeking 
players over 35 for the champi¬ 
onships and two warm-up games. 

For those who need an update 
on the rules, and to rediscover past 


my target, and this will occupy 
most of my time, as success at 
that level will benefit all involved 
in Navy rugby," he said. 

Club Navy as a concept is 
described thus: "Alt teams will 
feed the First XV, from the 
smallest MOM in refit or a 
deployed rifle company, to 
those ptying their trade in the 
Allied Dunbar premiership." 

A cohesive Navy structure 
means talent can be spotted 
and nurtured early, and coach¬ 
ing strategies and techniques 
will be common right through 
the system. 


fitness levels. Devonport Services 
find US Portsmouth run regular 
veterans fixtures and welcome 
enthusiastic members. 

So break out the liniment, dub 
the bools and cal] the Veterans 
contacts: 13 Cdr Grassv Meadows 
(FONA HO, ext 5494); WO Soapy 
Watson (HMS Drake ext 60)2); 
CFO Pal Patilla (HMS Excellent 
ext 7071) and CPOPT Ivan Torpv 
(HMS Neptune ext 5308), 


Even more 
than just 
a match... 

THE SUCCESS of this year's 
Army v Navy match - apart from 
the result - shows thal the policy 
of attracting larger crowds is well 
on course. 

The attendance of 28,501) - 20 
per cent more than 1998 - meant 
the plan to realise a capacity 
crowd by 2002 is still on track. 

And as the game grows, and the 
type of spectator is changing, so 
the organising committee has 
made a conscious decision to 
appeal to families and neutrals, 
reflected in the extensive advertis¬ 
ing campaign and its catchline: 
"More than'just a rugby match ..." 

In line with that policy, the first 
match of the new millennium, on 
May 6, will feature a lull range of 
supporting events, including Eng¬ 
land Students v Combined Ser¬ 
vices U2K an Under-16s penalty- 
kicking competition, and the 
national UlZs tournament final. 

There will also be a range of dis¬ 
plays and activities around the 
ground, and there are plans for a 
helicopter abseiling demonstration. 

Tickets, available in the New 
Year, will be £12.50 for adults and 
£5 for children. Group discounts 
arc available. Watch for advertise¬ 
ments in Navy News. 


Veterans catching up 


Take up the whistle 

PLAYERS coming to the end of their careers, or who 
are injured, or non-players with an interest in the 
game - the game needs you! 

Referees are a vital element of Navy rugby, and the 
RN has its own society of referees, closely aligned to 
the Combined Services Rugby Referees. 

The benefits are joining the camaraderie, staying 
closely involved with the game, and possibly officiat¬ 
ing at a higher standard than that at which the indi¬ 
vidual played. 

The society runs foundation courses, which set you 
on a ladder to the highest levels - two society refer¬ 
ees officiate in the Allied Dunbar League, 

Tb find out more about the society, contact the sec¬ 
retary, Lt Cdr John Large, on 0121 606 5071. 

■ The next RN First XV fixture is against Devon 
at the Rectory on November 29. For a full list of 
fixtures, see next month's Navy News. 


Area contacts 

THE RNRU Commands and Competitions 
organisation exists to nurture grass¬ 
roots rugby in the Navy. 

Currently headed by Lt Col John Leigh RM, 
the Command/Area representatives are: 
SCOTLAND: Lt J. Hawkes, Faslane 
FLEET: Lt Cdr T. Kenealy, HMS Teme-raire 
NAVAL AIR COMMAND: WQAEA(M) K. Dev- 
onald, RNAS Yeovllton 
WOMEN: Lt Cdr P. Rowe, BRNO 
PLYMOUTH: Lt K. Northcote, HMS Drake 
PLYMOUTH: LPT Morris, HMS Drake 
ROYAL MARINES: Maj R, Hall, RM Chlv-enor 
PORTSMOUTH: WO D. Shaw, HMS Coding- 
wood 
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Team falls 
in the final 


A COMBINED Services polo team fea¬ 
turing Ccfr Richard Mason (FOSF - 
pictured in white) lost In the final of 
the inaugural British Forces 
Foundation tournament 
Six teams - five professional - com¬ 
peted in the event, to raise funds for 
top-class showhusiness performers 
to entertain Service personnel on 
operations around the world, 

■ RIM polo player OM Grant Fraser 
captained a Combined Services polo 
team on tour to Singapore which was 
disrupted by heavy rain. The only 
match went to the home side S-2. 

Picture LA(PHOT) Brad 8/adtx.fy 


In brief 


Gold for Navy rider 

A RARE appearance by a Navy rider helped the British 
team to victory in a five-way international military eques¬ 
trian competition at Sandhurst, 

S/Lt Mark Mammon (HMS Newcastle) was the find UN 
rider in the event since it started in 1976, and helped the 
team to a gold medal despite only meeting his mount, 
Tunis, for the first time at the event, The horse is more 
often seen on duty at Horse Guards in London, 

Opponents are rocked 

THE ROYAL Navy team, led by LPT Micky Breed, has 
won a hard-fought inter-Scrvices (Gibraltar) bad¬ 
minton championships, finishing three points ahead 
of the Army and five ahead of the RAF, who ended 
with 18 points. 

Remembrance match 

THE COMBINED Services rugby XV play the Barbarians 
in the annual Remembrance Match on Tuesday November 
9 at Kmgvholm, home of Gloucester RFC 

the march, sponsored by Lambert Fenchurch UK 
Group Ltd, raises money for the Royal British Legion, and 
stands as a memorial tribute to those Service personnel, 
particularly rugby players, who died on active service. 

The game kicks offal 7pm. and tickets for what should 
be a feast of open rugby cost £10 (stand) and £5 (around). 
The ticket hotline is 01452 3K1087. 

1,2 and 3 for 45 Cdo 

ROYAL Marines figured among the honours at the 
British biathlon championships at Avtemore, with 45 
Commando winning the relay - beating the British 
National squad - and Mne Brian Cole, of 45 Cdo, fin¬ 
ishing third overall to enhance his Olympic hopes. 

Core also finished second in the 5km sprint, push¬ 
ing colleague Mne Marlin Blackley into third piece. 

Referees pay a visit 

SOUTH African referee Marius Jonker officiated at a 
rugby m atch between HMS Colltngwood and HMS 
Invincible as part of an international exchange programme 
which vyw the RN's Ll Cdr Geraint Ashton Jones visit 
Natal earlier this year. 

Marius and two compatriots are refereeing at all levels 
during 1 heir visit, and visited MM ships Invincible and 
Victory while hosted by Combined Services referees. 

Last chance courses 

COURSES of instruction for cricket umpires and scor¬ 
ers will be held at HMS Temeraire from February 7-9, 
This is the last chance for two years, as new laws 
are introduced late next year. 

To apply for either course, contact Lt Cdr Jim 
Danks at HMS Temeraire, Burnaby Rd, Portsmouth 
POI 2HB, tel 029 9272 2671, or contact POPT Paul 
Nash on Portsmouth Naval Base ext 23974. 

There will be a requirement for pre-course reading. 


Royals 
tame the 
Dragons 

ROYAL Marines proved their boat- 
handling capability in the Dragon 
Boat National Cup competition. 

Ibc RM Dragon Boat Club's 
ladies and junior teams made their 
debuts alongside crews in the 
Open class and Scratch competi¬ 
tion, and the dub bagged two wins. 

Hunter Troop - for recruits 
regaining fitness following injury - 
only had three hours’ training, but 
retained their Scratch title by win¬ 
ning both 250m and 5(Mlm races. 

The Open crew managed sev- 
cmh and eighth places out of 32. 
despite the handicap of having two 
paddlers missing. 

In the ladies' event, a fourth 
place in their first appearance was 
judged a fine performance. 

And to round off a good show¬ 
ing, the junior crew won five of 
their mx races, and were declared 
the best junior crew in England. 

Anyone interested in taking up 
the sport should contact the UPTl 
at CTCRM, OSgt Dave Teunison, 
on ext 4452. 

Uplifting result 

A PERSONAL be si by Navy 
weight lifter Simon Mansell at the 
West of Scotland championships 
brought him a British qualifying 
total of 202,5kg in the U15 + class - 
only 2.5kg short of the European 
mark for the 40-45 age group, his 
next target, 

SimonN performance brought 
him nine more Cornwall and 
South West records, bringing his 
current I ally to 24. 


Close battle for 
Services golf title 


lolf championships finished al 
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THE INTER-SERVICE goi 

square - but under new rules the Army took the title on indi¬ 
vidual game wins, w rites Cdr Gary Skinns, 

The first day of the event, sponsored by Data General and played at 
Little Aston, saw the Navy take on reigning champions the RAF. 

RN players faltered on the final holes, w ith just half a point coming 
from individual champion Lt Guv Norris (SIQ NAS) and MA Scott 
Gilbert (RH Haslar). 

The Navy won the first three singles through Norris. Lt Cdr Darryl 
Whitehead (HMS Invincible) and OSgt Bill Barker (847 NAS), and 
debutant PG Kevin Thornton (RN AS Culdroee) lost on the final green. 

But the fight-hack could not be maintained, and with only one more 
win (from Gilbert), the Navy went down by three points. 

On Day 2. Norris and Thornton won and Gilbert and Ll Steve 
Roberts (HMS Sultan) halved to leave the Army a pomt ahead. 

Singles wins by Norris, Thornton and Ll t'dr Peter Smith (DECA 
Boscombc Down), with halves from Whitehead and Cdr Lin Yuill 
(AFPAA Insworth) meant the final match was a decider, but Gilbert 
reached the ISth green one up. and displayed nerves of steel to hole a 
long putt and clinch victory. 

On the final day the Army reached the requisite 7,5 pfiinis against 
the RAF to win the title. 

The championship marked a considerable success for an under- 
strength Navy team. Norris is proving a worthy RN champion, beating 
hoth other Service aces, and he will captain the Combined Services 
team to South Africa this month. He will be joined by' Gilbert, 
Whitehead and CpI Chris Graham (RMR Bristol), 

Yuills appearance was a landmark in Service sport, as he gained a 
record 19th inter-Service cap. 

Five of the RN team were joined by S/Lt Alex Johnson (RAF 
Shaw bury) for the C ornish Pixkcy at Newquay, and although they lost 
in the second round, they won the consolation event. 

In the ladies' inter-Service competition, the RN team - cut from ten 
lo six by injury' and other commitments - were up against it. 

Hie Army won by a comfortable 7-2 margin, with Cdr Moira Hoath 
(AFPAA Centurion)/POW'WTR Riz Davies (HMS Excellent) notch¬ 
ing a win. and Navy number one Hoath and 
POWAEM Jo Marshall (HMS Sea hawk) 
halving their singles. 

Hoath and Davies again won their four¬ 
some against holders and eventual champi¬ 
ons the RAF', and spirited singles brought the 
RN two points, with Hoath and POWDH 
Pam Jack ( HMS Neptune} winning. 

Surfing’s up 
in RN/RM club 


n j| 

201) Service and MOD personnel attending 
beginners weekends and 100 competing 
through the RN/RM Board riders Club. 

The dub started The season hv finishing 
fourth in the British Inter-Club champi¬ 
onships, gaining selection for England in the 
European dun competition, where they 
achieved a respectable seventh place. 

A total of 42 competitors entered the RN 
Open championships: 

Open: 1, Mne Dave Ryan (RM 
Chivenor); 2. Mne Charlie Jameson (RM 
Chivenor); 3, LMEM Mark Raspison (HMS 
Raleigh): Longboard division: 1, Mne 
Dave Ryan: 2, NA Richie Turrell (HMS 
Ssabawk): 3. LAEM Si Parry (HMS Heron) 

The dub expressed thanks to Cdr Brian 
Davies (A/DNPTS) and Bill Rosewall 
(Lotte ty Manager) for their assistance. 

A Level 1 Instructors course has been 
organised for Sennen Cove near Penzance on 
December 3-5, and a Beach Lifeguards 
course will be held in March or April. 

Further details of these courses, or about 
surfing in general are available from POI^T 
Mike Murphy at the Sports Centre. RNAS 
Cu Id rose. 
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THE three Service yachts were 
racing through the Caribbean as 
Navy News went to press. 

The penultimate leg of the 
Transglobe 98 race finishes in St 
Maarten with everything to play 
for - and the whole event has been 
a great success to date. 

"We have filled every bunk 
space on all three yachts, and 
there has been a good cross-sec¬ 
tion of experience and novices of 
both sexes," said Cdr Tim Thorley 
of the race organising team. 

The final mn home is due to 
begin on November 2, ending in 
Gosport around December 3, and 
a prize-giving and dance will be 
held at Greenwich in January. 

Navy yacht Adventure won the 
last leg from Cape Town to Rio, 
putting her right back in con¬ 
tention. 


• Keeping cairn - Army yacht Broadsword (red hutt) and the 
Navy's Adventure at the start of Leg 6 in Cape Town. 


• Rope work - Capt Anthony 
Rfx, Captain F4 t putting off' 
with the team from HMS Mart - 
borough during the Chain of 
Command PuiL 


Grafton stars in 
frigate olympiad 


HMS GRAFTON again 
proved too strong for the 
competition during the 
Fourth Frigate Squadron 
sports olympiad. 

The event was held during 
the busy period after summer 
leave, but a good level of par¬ 
ticipation was achieved, with 
the emphasis being on fun. 

Even HMS Kent was repre¬ 
sented. with several mem¬ 
bers of her fledgling ship's 
company making it to Ports¬ 
mouth from Scotland to team 
up with the Rear Link Office, 
Sports on display included 
five-a-side football - played 
on a full-size pitch - hockey, 
volleyball and softball* 

The highlight of the day 
was the Chain of Command 
lug o'war, which saw Captain 


F4, Capt Anthony Rix, pull for 
HMS Marlborough and the 
Rear Link Office, only declin¬ 
ing to pull when Marlborough 
pulled off against the Rear 
Link Office. 

HMS Grafton's Command¬ 
ing Officer, Cdr Bob San- 
guinetti, accepted the trophy 
from Capt Rix for the second 
year running, and individual 
prizes were provided by Clive 
Brown of Varivane Industries. 

Capt Rix said: "It was a 
fantastic day, and 1 was glad 
to see so many people partic¬ 
ipating, 

"Hopefully we will be able 
to have a similar event next 
year - and 1 will be allowed to 
win.” 

He also thanked the staff of 
HMS Temeraire for their sup¬ 
port. 


Sultan takes title at 
novices boxing night 

NOVICE boxers brought in 
the crowds when HMS Nelson 
hosted the championships, 
writes S/Lt Simon Puget. 

The bantamweight contest got 
the evening off to a flying start 
when MEM Collins, officially the 
best boxer of the night, stopped his 
HMS Sultan team-mate MEM 
Maryland in the first round. 

Relentless pressure from OM 
Wright (HMS Collingwood) in the 
featherweight division told on MEM 
Hale (Sultan), who fought gamely 
hut failed to start the third round. 

At light-welterweight, OM 
Taylor (Collingwood) and OM 
Hardings (HMS Invincible) proved 
to be well-matched, but it was the 
former who was awarded the title. 


in Laser contest 


A NAVY man took top place 
when the RN Sailing Asso¬ 
ciation hosted the inter-Ser- 
vices Laser single-handed 
championships at Plymouth. 

The RAF’s Chris Seal and 
the Navy’s Rob Bellfield and 
Rich Bailey had first-day 
wins, and in lighter winds on 
Day 2, Rich Bailey won Race 
4, and the RN s Kerry Harris 
easily took the fifth. 

Paul Nicholson (RAF) won 
the final race to clinch sec¬ 
ond place overall behind 
Rich Bailey, with the RAF’s 
Chris Seal third. Bellfield was 
fourth and Kerry Harris sixth. 


RN man shines 


The welterweight class proved 
one-sided, with AbM Butterworth 
(Sultan) forcing the referee to slop 
the bout in the second round after 
OM Hodgson (HMS Dryad) had 
received two standing counts, 

MEM Moss (HMS Invincible) 
had the edge on skill on the night 
against A EM Perkins (Sultan), and 
won a majority points verdict as 
well as the Best Fleet Boxer title. 

The middle weights again proved 
a great crowd-pi ease r, with A EM 
Gaunt (Sultan) pushing the pace 
from the start against OM Boucher 
(Dryad), and Gaunt's left jab gave 
him a unanimous points win. 

The light-heavyweight bout was 
a toe-to-toe contest, with SES 
Davies (HMS Manchester) start¬ 
ing at a whirlwind pace against 
WEA Rae (Collingwood). 
Although Rae edged his way back. 


he eventually lost on points, 
though he was judged best loser. 

L Pi Mu rray (Col 1 i n g woo d) 
ended the eruiserwetght bout in 
the first round by decking OM 
Adams (Invincible), and heavy¬ 
weight WEA Baker (Collingwood) 
also saw off his foe, MEM Gal pin 
(Sultan) after an early knock-down 
and standing count. 

The final bout, at super-heavy¬ 
weight. was also decided by a k,o„ 
with OM Elsworthy (Dryad) pre¬ 
siding over MEM Moore (Sultan). 

The winning team was POPT O 
Shilling ford's Sultan boxers, pip¬ 
ping Collingwood by two points. 

Before the show, there were 

presentations to Mne Kev 

McCormack, and POPTs 0 

Shillingford, Dale Randle and 

Wayne Hodgkin son, for services to 
the RN Boxing Association, 


Boats enter 
Caribbean 


Final victory is 
sweet revenge 


THE ROYAL Marines gained 
revenge over Fleet by reversing 
last year's scoreline in the 
inler-Command football 
championships at Plymouth, 
writes Lt Cdr Jim Banks. 

After a hectic opening both 
sides settled, and it was slightly 
against the run of play when Mne 
Mark Pepperall put his side ahead 
after 15 minutes. 

Crosses from LOM Page (HMS 
Chatham) were a constant threat 
to the Royals' defence, hut chances 
went begging and when Fleet did 
net, after 7(1 minutes, the goal was 


NAVY fall guys put up a 
good display in the Army 
Parachuting Association 
championships. 

Three RN 4-way teams com¬ 
peted to build formations in 35 
seconds after leaving the air¬ 
craft. 

Best showing came from 4 
Noon Glory, the junior team, 
which won silver in the Army 
and Open competitions behind 
the Red Devils. 

The intermediate team, 4 
Fold, took bronze in the Army 
competition, and the seniors, 4 
Play, just missed out on a podi¬ 
um position. 

For Speed 9 the 50 seconds 


disallowed for a foul. 

A delighted Mne Sean Foster 
accepted the cup from Capt Tall, 
chairman of ihe RNFA - the first 
time the Royals had won it since 
1995, when they again beat Fleet in 
the final. 

Fleet had beaten Plymouth 2-1 
and drawn 2-2 with Scotland in the 
group matches, and the RM team 
beat NAC 1-0 and Portsmouth 5-2 
in their group. 

Navy- manager CPO Neil Frame 
will have been pleased with the 
competition as he looks towards 
retaining the inler-Services title. 

In the women’s competition. 


of work time starts when the 
first skydiver crosses a line in 
the aircraft. 

The object is to form an 
eight-way star as quickly as 
possible, with extra points for 
additional formations within 
the time. 

Sadly, Gale Force 8 ran out 
of puff, although a star was 
formed on each of the six 
jumps - and the RN avoided 
last place. 

The skydivers were Lts 
Holmes and Lee, S.Lts Liddle 
and Paton, CPO Tyler, PQs 
Lambert and Way, LAEMs 
Brookes and Wheeler, and AEM 
Campbell. 


Portsmouth showed outstanding 
form to thrash a combined 
Plymouth, Thames, Royal Marines 
and QARNNS side 6-1 in the 
decider, having beaten Air, Fleet, 
Scotland and outstaiions 5-2 in the 
semi-finals. 

The Portsmouth team's perfor¬ 
mance is even more remarkable as 
they fielded only nine players. 

Portsmouth went two goals up, 
wiih Lt Sam Donnelly scoring in 
the 37th minute and Wren Karen 
Ashton doubling the lead three 
minutes later. 

The combined side pulled one 
back through PORT Michelle 
Bowen on the stroke of half-time, 
but within eight minutes of the 
restart Ashton had completed a 
hat-trick, and further strikes from 
Ashton and Wren Sarah Johnson 
completed the rout. 

For further information on RN 
women's football, contact PO AH 
Faircy on HMS Sultan ext 2346, or 
PO Elaine David on Portsmouth 
Naval Base ext 25721 or 15722. 

Forthcoming men's fixtures 
include: 

Mon Nov 1 v Oxford University, 
Iffley Rd, Oxford [ko 1415) 
Thurs Nov 11 v English Fire 
Service. Newquay FC (1400) 
Weds Nov 17 v Amateur 
Football Alliance. Burnaby Rd 
(1600) 

Tues Nov 23 v Dorset, Portland 
Utd FC (1930). 

Supporters are welcome to 
attend these matches. 


Fall guys take medals 



league of our ^ own 
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Grimsby makes 
it a home-town 


commissioning 


HMS Grimsby has become 
the latest Sandown-ciass 
minehunter to commission 
- and she did it in her 
namesake port. 

Joining Grimsby's civic dig¬ 
nitaries and local represents* 
lives as guests, were sur¬ 
vivors of the wartime HMS 
Grimsby, a sloop sunk by 
enemy aircraft off Tobruk in 
1941. 

Guest of honour was the 
ship’s sponsor, Lady Candy 
Blackham, wife of the Deputy 
Chief of the Defence Staff, 
Vice Admiral Sir Jeremy 
Blackham, 

Those present also included 
Commodore Mine warfare and 


Fishery Protection, Commo¬ 
dore Barry Goldman, and the 
Commanding Officer desig¬ 
nate of the First Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron, 
Cdr John Murphie. 

The commissioning cake 
was cut by Mrs Christian 
Lewis - wife of the ship's CO, 
Lt Cdr Timothy Lewis - and by 
the vessel s youngest rating, 
WOM(MW) Andrea Booth. 

A ship's company dance 
was held that evening at the 
Royal Naval Association Club 
in Cleethorpes, where a 
Ceremonial Sunset was con¬ 
ducted by the Royal Marines 
Corps of Drums and person¬ 
nel from the Grimsby. 



• HMS Grimsby berths at Canary Wharf during her 
visit to London before commissioning in Grimsby, 
Picture ; CPQ(PHOT) Stu Antrobus 


BRIT-ARGE SEA 
EXERCISE HRST 
SINCE '82 WAR 

THE FIRST joint British-Argentine exercise to be held since the Falklands War 
between the two countries in 1982, was due to be held in the South Atlantic in 
the first week of November. 


Warships free of 
Millennium Bug 

WARSHIPS and submarines operated by the Royal Navy have 
been declared to be operationally ready for the "Millennium - 
thanks to “unremitting effort 11 by Service people and civilians to 
clear the Millennium Bug, 



Hoon takes 
over as 
Defence 
Secretary 

FORMER Foreign Office 
Minister Geoff Hoon has 
taken over as Defence 
Secretary from Lord 
Robertson, who has taken up 
his new role as NATO 
Secretary General. 

Mr Hoon, MP for Ashftdd 
since 1992, was Minister of State 
in the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department before being appoint¬ 
ed to a similar role in the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office Iasi 
May. 

He was a Member of the 
European Parliament for 
Derbyshire and Ashfidd in 1984- 
94. 


■ From front page 

have not will continue in their 
duties. 

An informal note will be made 
by Commanding Officers of serv¬ 
ing personnel whose homosexuali¬ 
ty comes to light, but there will be 
a suspension of action during 
which no reference will be made in 
an individual’s record. 

Decisions will also be put on 
hold in the case of applicants to 
join the Forces who declare their 
homosexuality. Their applications 
will neither be rejected nor accept¬ 
ed during the course of the policy 
review. 

Guidance on dealing with cases 
of homosexuality has Seen sent to 
COs and careers officers. 



9 

"7 

71 

0028 

II 

"ion 

)61 




The search and rescue exer¬ 
cise comes at a time acknowl¬ 
edged by the Ministry of 
Defence as important in a pro¬ 
gramme of defence co-opera¬ 
tion between the UK and 
Argentina. 

Among the units due to be 
involved in the exercise during 
November 1-4 are the Type 23 
frigate HMS Somerset, currently 
South Atlantic patrol ship, an RAF 
C-130 Hercules transport aircraft 
and a Sea King helicopter. 

Forces committed by Argentina 
comprise a Meko-dass corvette, a 
despatch vessel, an Orion P-3 mar¬ 
itime reconnaissance aircraft and 
an air force Hercules. 

The exercise will be run from 
Argentina’s most southerly naval 
base of Ushuaia in the Cape Horn 
area. The first two days will be 
taken up in communications tasks, 
followed by a search phase over 


Over the past few years, the 
Ministry of Defence has been 
under continual pressure through a 
legal campaign to lift its ban on 
homosexuals in the Armed 
Services. Last year, in a case 
brought by the same four who 
secured the European Court rul¬ 
ing, an Appeal Court upheld a 
High Court decision against an 
argument that the Government’s 
stance was irrational. 

One of the biggest changes in 
the policy so far came in 1994 when 
homosexuality was decriminalised 
in the Forces. Gays were no longer 
liable to be dismissed with dishon¬ 
our, but were discharged adminis¬ 
tratively, and could thus keep pen¬ 
sion and other rights, 

in the following year the Navy - 
with the other Services - conduct¬ 
ed a straw poll which showed that 
over 90 per cent of ratings were 
against the ban being lifted. 

In its report at that time, the 
MOD’s Homosexuality Policy 
Assessment Team concluded that 
"there would be a significant loss 
of fighting power if known or 
strongly suspected homosexuals 
were accepted into the Armed 
Forces”. 


5,000 square nautical miles of 
ocean outside Falkland Islands 
waters. 

Three weeks before the start of 
the exercise, Argentina's Armed 
Forces Chief, General Carlos 
Zabala, visited Britain at the invi¬ 
tation of our Chief of the Defence 
Staff, General Sir Charles Guthrie, 
The event was seen as a further 
sign of the increasing warmth in 
relations between the countries. 

General Zabala’s programme of 
visits included the Somerset’s sis¬ 
ter-ship, HMS Westminster at 
Portsmouth, and the Permanent 
Joint HQ at Northwood. 

He also laid a wreath at the 
South Atlantic War Memorial in St 
Paul’s Cathedral. 

New museum 
for Chatham 

WORK will soon start on a new 
museum at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard, which will tell the story 
of the base and its workforce from 
its origins in the days of Henry 
VIII. 

The new gallery, due to be 
readv by next summer, will cover 
25,OftOsq ft in the Fitted Rigging 
House and will be one of the dock¬ 
yard’s largest attractions. 

On display will be items from 
the Historic" Dockyard collection 
a nd fro m Chatham Dockyard 
Historical Society. 


Two ex-Navy 
men killed 
in disasters 

TWO cx-Navy ratings died in 
the train and coach disasters at 
Paddington and in South 
Africa respectively. 

The standard of Reading 
branch of the Royal Naval 
Association was paraded at the 
funeral at Tilehurst of Michael 
Hodder (31), one of the train dri¬ 
vers killed in the Paddington crash 
on October 5. 

Mr Hodder served for 12 years 
up to 1996 in HM ships Danae, 
Penelope, Hecla and Herald. He 
leaves a wife and two small chil¬ 
dren - a son and daughter. 

Former RN diver Tony 
Sparrowe (63) died in the South 
African coach crash while on holi¬ 
day with his wife, Jane. It was 
reported that he had thrown him¬ 
self across her to protect her, 

Mr Sparrowe, a member of the 
HMS Peacock Association, served 
throughout the 1950s. He owned a 
diving company in Hull and has an 
adult son and daughter. 

Mrs Sparrowe returned to UK 
with her husband’s body in mid- 
Ociobcr. 


Armed Forces Minister John 
Spellar has announced that % per 
cent of systems critical to maintain¬ 
ing defence capability have been 
tested for the Bug. and where nec¬ 
essary, fixed. 

Work on the last few critical sys¬ 
tems will be completed by the end 
of the year. 

He said: "These excellent results 
are the reward of unremitting 
eFfort by Service personnel and 
civilians engaged on one of the 
largest and most complex Year 
2000 prgrammes in the country." 

The MOD will be able to deliv¬ 
er all its services to industry and 
the public, including prompt pay¬ 
ment of bills and the delivery of 
weather forecasts by the Mel 
Office. 

Work to ensure that the Navy’s 
supply chain IT system will not be 
affected is also nearing comple¬ 
tion. However, as a precautionary 
measure, ships have been told to 
limit their supply demands to the 
highest priority in the first 16 days 
ofJanuary, and those deploying in 


the New Year have been told to 
store during December or before. 


Work starts 
on Astute 


THE FIRST steel has been 
cut for the pressure hull of 
HMS Astute, lead vessel of 
Britain's new class of 
attack submarines. 

Work by MACL (a 
Marconi company) has 
begun on the boat at a fac¬ 
tory on the Clyde. The 
Astute, the largest attack 
submarine to be built for 
the Royal Navy, is due to 
enter service in about six 
years’ time. 

Meanwhile, the last of 
Britain’s Trident sub¬ 
marines, HMS Vengeance, 
has successfully complet¬ 
ed her sea trials. 



1817 frigate restored 


TRAFALGAR Day was cho¬ 
sen to mark the completion 
of the restoration work on 
the hull of the frigate 
Trincomalee, the oldest 
British warship afloat. 

Built in Bombay In 1817, 
the painstaking restoration 
work began in 1990, three 
years after she was taken to 
Hartlepool. For 55 years 
before that she had been 
based at Portsmouth as the 
training ship Foudroyant. 

The ceremony to mark the 
end of the ship’s transforma¬ 


tion involved the driving of a 
silver nail, blessed by a 
priest, into her stem. It 
reflects a similar custom of 
the ship's builders at the 
Wadla Shipyard, 

The nail was crafted by 
Mrs Daphne Smith, a mem¬ 
ber of the Society of 
Designer Craftsmen, and 
wife of the chairman of the 
HMS Trincomalee Trust, 
Capt David Smith, 
trincomalee otters guided 
tours daily from 10,30 to 
3.15. 


LOW LOW LINE RENTAL 

& FREE CONNECTION 
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FREE 
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FREE 

NOKIA 5110 
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W hen you buy goods or services using credit 
you get important extra rights. If the goods 
are faulty, or the seller misrepresents them or 
is in breach of contract in some other way, you can 


not only claim against the 
company. 

For example, if you buy a 
ear on u credit agreement 
and it proves to be faulty, or 
if you book a flight usin^ a 
credit card and the airline 
goes bust, you have an equal 
right for compensation from 
the finance company as well 
as the seller. 

However, you only have 
these rights if the cash price of 
the goods and services is over 
£100, They still apply, even 
though you may only have paid 
the deposit by credit. These 
important safeguards come 
from Section 75 of the 
Consumer Credit Act 1^74 and 
they arc called “equal liability” 
rights. 

Credit agreements are where 
the supplier of the goods or ser* 
vices arranges finance for you 
with a separate finance compa¬ 
ny. 

You will be asked to sign a 
written agreement and be given 
a copy showing the details. If 
you sign on the trader's premis¬ 
es then the agreement is bind¬ 
ing on you once it has been 
cleared by the finance compa¬ 
ny. 

Even though the trader may 
say you can cancel a credit 
agreement, this will not auto* 
matically cancel your order for 
goods or services. 

When you sign a credit 
agreement in your home 
you get a “cooling off 1 
period. You have five 
days to change your 
mind from the time you 
receive either a second 
copy of the credit agree¬ 
ment or a separate copy 
of your cancellation 
rights. During this time 
you can cancel the agree¬ 
ment without any penalty. 

Credit cards are the most 
common way of buying on cred¬ 
it and if goods arc faulty or ser¬ 
vices are not as described, then 
the credit card company arc 
equally liable. If you buy goods 
abroad, it may be easier to 
claim against the finance com¬ 
pany. 

Please note that equal liabili- 



\ unique culkctuyn of WWU personal 
reminiscences - a timely reminder of life 
during wartime Rarely can such a s elec ti on 
uf stories he reail in modem times, 
Wartime \'tvn f published quarterly 

ktnpta Tilt Wflrtint Com porty, 
Stvdiofrd Hein*,, IwnumouHi SHI SNA 
Tel; 01202 503902 Fan 01202 S 037 PT 


seller, but also the finance 

ty rights do not apply when you 
buy goods on a charge card as 
this is not classed as credit. 

You do not have equal liabil¬ 
ity rights when you buy on hire 
purchase. 

This type of finance often 
tends to be used for the pur¬ 
chase of cars. The garage actu¬ 
ally sells the vehicle to a finance 
company who, as the owner, 
then hires the car to you for an 
agreed period of time. You usu¬ 
ally pay monthly hire instal¬ 
ments and at the end of the 
agreement you have an option 
to buy. 

However, you will not 
become the owner until the last 
payment has been made. 

You will therefore need to 
refer any complaints about the 
vehicle to the finance company, 
not the garage. The same 
applies if you buy on a condi¬ 
tional sale agreement* 

Beware - if you do not 
keep up payments on a 
credit agreement, or hire 
urchase, you will be in 
reach of contract and 
the finance company may 
sue for the outstanding 
amount. 

Also, if you are buying on 
hire purchase the finance com¬ 
pany may repossess the goods. 

However, if you have paid 
more than a third, the finance 
company wilt need to obtain a 
court order first. 

You will also need their per¬ 
mission before you sell goods 
that are still on hire purchase. 


J This information has been 
prov ided by H a m psh i re Cou n ty 
Council Regulatory Service. 
For further advice call 0845 603 
0081. 


A BOOK FOB CHRISTMAS OR ANYTIME 
‘JACK - The Sailor with 
the Navy Btue Eyes r 

i$ Irue Story lhai reads like lictm A cflcktail 
of danger and excitameni. sweetened by 
'runs ashore' involving love and friendship A 
book for men and women ol all ages 

Price £17.50 

A book of verse by the same author, 

A Look Back But Not 
In Anger' 

The authors life from boyhood. ir> the Royal 
Navy and in Civvy Street Light hearted, 
displaying a typical sailors de vivre f 
guaranteed NOT mushy. 

Price £7,75 

Both books for the price of £20. 
UK PSP included in aft prices. 

Orders direct to: Jack Davies 
46 North Down Park Road, 
Cliftonville. Kent CT9 3PT 


RECENT NAVAL BOOKS 

OF Om COMPANY 

The Story of HMS Cavalier, the last Destroyer 

86pp, Inc 3 maps A IS photos. AS paperbound £7,25 * 50p pKp 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF HMS BULLEN (Torpedoed by U-775. 6.12,44) 

Vic Quid. 58pp. Inc 2 maps, 3 photos. A5, paperbound £4.95 + 5Qp p&p 

THE SCHOOL THAT JACK BUILT 

The Royal Naval College. Osborne, 1903-1923 

Geoffrey Haskins. 31pp. Inc 11 pp photos. A5 paperbound. £2.95 + 30p pip 
Available from: Peler Erwood (Distributor). The Manse, Fleet Ha/gate. Lines PEI 2 BLL 




AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT 
“A TOUCH OF HISTORY” 

The Story' of Gosport Airfield Si Other Tales from the R.A.I-. & FAA, 
By J.D. ParftHit 
*11.99 + £1.60 p&p (UK) 

AviiljNt fium MCS PuhUcaikms 
59 Wlnnhatn Drive. Fareham. 1 laraptolre poJ6 Hyi* 

Telephone: 01529 28“W4 
(IVise nuke uticqur* payatM/c to MC smithi 
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Buying on credit - 
your rights explained 


THE MARINER'S 
HANDBOOK 


MILLENNIUM EDITION (NPIOOM) 








HP 1Q©M 


SOUvlS EDITION 


This souvenir edition of the Mariner’s 
I Handbook has been published by the 
{ Hydrographer of the Navy. 

^ It is supplied in a presentation box, 

[ which also includes a copy of the recently 

I 1 published edition of the Admiralty Time 
Zone Chart. Production of this package 
is limited to only 2000 copies, so it is 
expected to become a much sought after 
collector’s item. 

The Year 2000 edition of the 
I Mariner’s Handbook is a quality 
l hardback compendium, containing 
essential reading for all mariners, 
supplemented by full colour 
photographs and diagrams. 

CONTENTS INCLUDE; 

# Information on charts and publications 
and their usage 

# Tides, currents ond characteristics of 
Hie sea 

# Basic Meteorology, navigation in ice, 
hazards and restrictions to navigation 

# Operational information, maritime 
regulations and procedures for reporting 
I hydrographic information 


0 oVENi, 


TO ORDER YOUR COPY PLEASE CONTACT* 



AQUA MARINE MANUFACTURING (UK) LTD, 

216 Fair Oak Road, Bishopstoke, Eastleigh, Hants 5050 SISU 
Tel: +44 (023) 80 694949 Fax; + 44 (023) 80 601188 
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Royal Naval Museum 

Trading Company Limited 


Teddies • Pusser’s Rum • Prints 

and many more items available 

Phone for a free catalogue, 
quote ref: RNM2 


Incorporating 

the Bookshop 


The Royal Naval Museum Trading Company Limited 
No.9 Store, HM Naval Base, Main Road, Portsmouth. P01 3PY 
www.royal naval museum trading company iimited.co.uk 


Don’t forget to 
checkout The Store 
gifts on pages 28 & 31 


Kings and Queens, Presidents and Prime 
Ministers Have Ml granted a rare insight to 
Lite aboard Britannia. And now* lor just £ 7.95, 
you can join them. 

Britannia: The Royal Yacht 
Revealed' is a unique, informative 
guide to the wooden of The Queens 


floating palace'. Filled with colour photographs, 
illustrations and plans it shows the part 
Britannia has played in the life of the monarchy, 
her daily routine' as w*U as the 
Royal honeymoons and holidays. 
Its history you'll remember i And 
a few laces will ring a bell, food 


'The 

Last Run’ 


T he fammi.s Plymouth based artist Richard Clark was commissioned by 
the 1999 Dcvanpuri Field Cun Crew to depict the one hundred glorious 
years of Field Gun, The painting, which h hung at the home of Dcvonport 
Field Gun, draws together scenes from the 1899 Relief of Ladysmith and 
the Dcvonport Crew in action both at Dcvonport and the Royal Tournament. 


Duty 1 ,(MH) prim* of "The but Run' were made, 
of which 350 were signed and numbered by 
Richard Clark, the 1999 Dcvonport Field Gun 
Officer and Ftnt and Second Trainerv 

Each member of this, yean World Record 
breaking Dcvonport Crew received a signed 
print and you now have the opportunity to own 
a piece of Field Cun history too. 


Prints £35,00, Signed Prints £50.00 

Ad/i £3,50 for Postage, Packing aml Rttmded Drlntry 

PIcak send cheques only, made payable to: H HM5 DRAKE Welfare Fund" 
and allow up to 28 days for delivery. 

The Last Run* Devon pan Field Gun Office* 

HMS DRAKE* HM Nival Base* Devonport, PLYMOUTH PL2 2BG 


Please send me ,A Britannia - The Royal Yacht Revealed 1 ': Book(s) @ £7.95__+ £2.00 per order p&p. 

i Total-- * I enclose a cheque for £ . made payable to "The Royal Yacht Britannia', 

: 

I * Please charge my credit card: Visa/Maslercard/Amex/Diners Club/Switch/Visa Delia 

■ I I LJ i—1. Jl 1 1 nrm LU._[ . J Valid from [[11 1 Expires end 1 1 1 1 1 Issue no [ I I. 

\ Cardholder's name_____ .... ... . .. _Cardholder's rignarnri* ——-— - - 

Name_ _ _ . _ _ Address_,__ _ __ 

——_—____________ Postcode . .. 

Row dtnc to time we may tend you information which may be of interest to you Please tick here if you prefer NOT to receive this information. L. J 
; Send to Marketing Department, The Royal Yacht Britannia, Ocean Drive, Leirb, Edinburgh EH6 6JJ. 

S Order by telephone on 01 3 l 555 5566. 


_ 


www.navynews.co.uk 


reads like a who’s 


0 AWARD WINNER: The former Royal Yacht Britannia which has 
won a top award from the tourist industry. 

^CiJentworth 

the I^mterm 

FORMERLY C0RIV0 PRODUCTS 
High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets* plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests* Badges and 
(■ j Logo s to your own designs. 
w Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard House, 25 Lead mill Road. Sheffield St 3JA 
Tel: Dili 272 5676 Fax: 0114 272 6651 


-A-Navy*News advertising feature 


The Gift Shop 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE. £ 7.95 

BOSUNS CALL: Brass & Copper wilh chain only™**™..*™ £ 6.95 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM. BRNC.pair £7.95 

REAL MARCASITE Navy Crown Brooch £15.95.„ Sub-Mariners gill brooch«.-«,. £ 9.D0 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign. Royal Navy. Union Jaek„.™_ea £ 2.95 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign* Navy Crown* Royal Marines* BRNC. Sailor. 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor. WANS, and many ni% r , T , nr „ n , rr ,„„„ £ 1,76 

TIES: RNA. RNR, RM. MN.£ 8.50. FAA. Submarines and others.£ 10.50 

Price* include Pi P. Cheques payable to 'Britannia Fund BftNC’. Send SAE for more detailed Hal. 

mm the gift shop, brnc. Dartmouth, devon* tos ohj, —. 

TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) 


ents 


"To The Limit and Beyond 

The FjmJ Chapter" 

A unique film documenting the complete 
1999 Portsmouth Field Cun Season 
available now only from 
VIOEOCCASIONS for £11.99 inc P&P 


Cheques only please payable to: 

* VIDEOCCASIONS * 9 WOODWARD CLOSE, GOSPORT PG12 3SH 

(Allow 28 days for delivery) 


:T 


LOCATED WITHIN THE ROYAL NAVAL MUSEUM HM DOCKYARD 


THE FORMER Royal Yacht Britannia has 
been confirmed as one of the UK’s most 
popular attractions by winning a top tourist 
industry award. 

The ship, which has received over 420,000 visitors since 
it was opened to the public a year ago, was presented with 
Group Leisure's ‘Best New Attraction 1998-99 Award’ at a 
ceremony in the Park Lane Hotel, London, 

Since Britannia berthed at Edinburgh's port of Leith, she 
has undergone a massive restoration programme, and 
hundreds of her original artefacts are now on display. 
Among them are furniture, paintings, works of art and 
photographs from the Royal Collection, and gifts to the 
Queen from nations around the world. 


With over 20 years experience and over 500 titles, we can help you 
find that new or used book or even a gift with a maritime theme. 

We can search for antiquarian and out of print books 
FREE book list on request 

Mail Order Hotline: 

Tel: 01705 026082 Fax; 01705 821881 

E-Mail; navalmuseum@clK.co.uk 


And in a purpose-built visitors centre alongside the 
ship, Britannia's story is told through film and nands-on 
exhibits which include the former Royal Yacht’s original 
wheelhouse, a Royal Family picture gallery and the 
Royal Barge. 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and 
polished to a beautiful finish* All products come with 5mm thick 
bevelled glass* We can engrave ships name on dial* cost £5 

6ln Pod hole dock £71 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81 

61 n Dial Porthole barometer £73 Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83 

Sin Dial Porthole clock £64 Mounled on a mahogany pflnlh £74 

Sin Dial barometer clock £66 Mounled on a mahogany plinth £75 

3Va)n Dial Porthole dock £51 Mounted on a mahogany pflnlh £57 

3V?in Dial Porthole barometer £53 Mounled on a mahogany plinth £59 

3 1 2 in Dial Porthole clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5 In Dial Porthole clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 
Postage and packing, add £5 (UK) and £20 (overseas) to 
Royal Mariner, Dept NN. B. Cooke & Son Lid., Kingston Observatory, 
-* 58 59 Market Place, Hull Hill t RH 

| Telephone 01482 223454/224412, Fax 01482 218793 


12 MONTH GUARANTEE 


BUILT IN UK 


Britannia wins top 
tourist accolade 
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A Navy Nmvs advertising feature 


SINCE its launch last year Maritime Life 
and Traditions magazine is fast gaining a 
reputation as the quarterly magazine for 
anyone with an interest in the sea. 

Bringing to life diverse and 
fascinating tales - from Cape Horn 
Windjammers to humble fishing craft, 
from the wartime beaches of Dunkirk to 
the medieval shipyards of the Thames, 
and from formidable adventurers to 
infamous smugglers - Maritime Life and 
Traditions documents the people and 


places, trades and traditions and the 
crafts and culture that make maritime 
life such an intriguing subject. 

Published quarterly and employing the 
highest standards in production, it 
makes a unique and elegant gift that 
lasts all year. 

Save £5 with the special Navy News 
offer detailed below and accept five 
issues for the price of four. 


- ycJip m&m m - 

^/ow«rs S€«t to ant/ address in 6MC or 

Jor aif occnwrt* — &irthsf$irtkdaif*fsirtnivmr-*arim*. 

^, , y&ur i 0 \r*d on#* arm waiting to hmar from y<w. . # 


mjw 
i t7.5Q 


THE MUSIC OF THE ROYAL YACHT 


SING 'EM AGAIN 




15 unhcvlnil rccordltiKV mud? fur ntdin hrdttdiHit 
tmt never previously rclcatetJ to the public 

A Jtmatkm from rath minding willft* the Royal Marines hand Sen Ur Charity 
ir^AV.-A 1 - : ^ Qppm Divest £12 - ini hiding ptsp (UK only) 

Cftssettcu £H * including pNp (UK only) 

Ail payments to be made In VK Sterling only 
I Ov erseas please add 20%} 

Order from: 

EASTNEY COLLECTION 

60 MAVR1RD kOAIJ, LONDON SH 12 8SN 

Tel: 0181-671-6157 Fax: 0181772-9545 
email: eastneyco Israel, ami 

O IW» SOVAJ MARINES HtSTt>WCA£^X irri' 


Stuck for gift ideas for 
the lady in your life? 

Why noi lurpiiie hef with j subscript ion to 7 «*j t tnfwrtr^ 
Lath month vr send your loved one * matching, ut - 
IujhI gift-wrapped with a personal mrvugc. 

« tii tot hunbet dctuU ii*d a he? colour brochure 

$5& . / (s/ytvYt* 

PO Hoi. 10595, Ionian SWlV 4ZH 
Tel: 0171-834 8899 Tmx: 0171-834 H833 

-Mr f/rfi . (myrnr _ /^ TP 


55 NAVY SONCJS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

ns THE SAVAL SPlRITf ROUND THE BVOY*fSAUS FREE AND EASY1 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO'SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 


mm. 


'FULL OF RfPL AND IRONIC HUMOUR,NOSTAIMIAAND SADNESS”*' Navy News’ 
Price fine* pAp.h £K.OO tach cawelle f I'KjBhTlI only Ebnhcrr £9.00 pee caviedel 
I AH nimcstN puyntenU in Sterling by 1MO or cheque drawn tin a Brittdi hank plera) 
Orders and enquirift in CYRIL TAWNKY. 521 Vleanuond l.KKDN LS64AK 


carries the English 
Hallmark. 

All items 

presen tat ioii boxed 


The unique 

quarterly magazine _ 

celebrating international maritime culture^^*^H(J 
- past, present, and future. 

: Life and Traditions vividly With each issue beautifully presented with 
es of mariners, explorers, and rensarkable archive material. striking photography and 
nents historic ships, maritime comprehensive plans. Maritime Life and Traditions 
runities, and explores nautical elegantly and accurately portrays all aspects of human 
Tides. traditions, and heritage, life affected by the woHd’s rivers and oceans. 


Stiver rrumtlkd wJlv 

XI65*00 each 


9ct rvd yrlUm gnld 
X199.00 each 


9ct ctuundJcd vsib 

£250.00 each 


Yacht Collection 

This collection of sachl brooches arc 
manufactured in sterling silver, I8ct 
or 9a gold The range includes gold 
or silver with enamelled sails eg: 

blue/white, yd low/white, or 
blue/yd low, or plain gold with 
red/yellow gold sails. 

All jewellery, whether IKct, 9ct or 
silver carries a British Hallmark 


Please telephone Navy News offices on 01705 733558, for further details. 
For our lull jewellery range and our special registered delivery service contact; 
THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS. HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POl 3HH 

C CftOW N CQPTRtQWT MOO 

vr ** FY meilt b y credit tani/switch, pirate coupon on page 4. 


Hca-wr allow 28 day* for delivery, N8 illufirattoru are run actual tire 


Brooch £32.99 


Mi 

irit 

me 

Life a 

T Mar 

, nd Traditions 

UiniMariiin,,^ 


1 Subscribe now, receive S issues for £20 Save IS (normally £2S) 
TO ENJOY ' Order a sample copy for just £3.00 Save £2,50 (normally £5.50) 
t.:d' I 'jARs j [KE ' Give Maritime as a Christmas Gif that will last all year ! 

Your Name.«....... 

Subscription UK £20 U Overseas £30 □ 

Gift Subscription UK £20 LI Overseas £30 
Sample Copy (n°4) UK £3.00 Q Overseas £4.50 □ 

PtfcSM make cheques payable to Harrume 
for credit card payment pkaie tkk card type 

Mastercard Q Visa Q Expiry Date ... 

Card Number ...... 

Address....... 


Postcode... Country.... 


Recipients Name (for gift) 

Addrraf.--. r , .. „ , 


Postcode.Country,. . . 

Signature ...... . .Date.. 

Please send this coupon to Maritime Life anti Traditions, PG Box l, Portishead, BS20 7FA UK 

or tall our credit card ordcrlme on +44 (0)1275 842487 quoting Navy News 


fww.navynews.co.uk 
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Perfect timing is rarely, if ever a matter of chance, 
with Sewills it never has been. 


After all, making chronometers and timepieces for 200 years lias meant that the 
need for perfect timing has literally been our watchword. 

Never was this demonstrated more dearly than when Sewills Chronometer number 
2263 was specified by the Admiralty for a two year Antarctic expedition where it 
was tested to the limits in the harshest of nautical and terrestrial conditions. 


This rugged timepiece can be yours for only £29,99 per month 


Designed and built to perform 
under the most arduous conditions 

SMif 

Constructed from 100% solid stainless sted 
with screw-down back 

iKr 

Screw-down setting crown with protection 
lugs 

W 

Adjustable, stainless steel 3-fold closure 
bracelet PLUS EXTRA security clasp 

**/ 

Absolute precision is ensured with the high 
performance Swiss quartz movement with 
four stepping motors 

W 

Dial displays subsidiary seconds, plus elapsed 
minutes and seconds to 1/10th second 
together with split-time functions and date 

40 

Large luminous hands and numbers 
SXt 

Scratch resistant crystal glass 

l T ni-direaional rotating bezel 

Water-resistant to depth of 100 metres 
SXf 

Unique 10 year guarantee 

Vi hi nuy return vour Atlanta Chrtndgrtph within 7 diys uf 
receipt for any mvjn and have Full rtFurul nr replacement 


To place your personal commission 
todav call direct on Freephone 

0800 731 9997 

Dept: (NWACiiwl 

YOU NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW 

lanes opai 8.30am - 5.00pm Mi in - Fri 
and 10,00am - 4,00pm Sat and Sun 

Or complete and return the coupon below to: 
Sewills Sales, FREEPOST (LV 7185), 

PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 


I wish to order my ‘Atlantic’ Chronograph, 

I understand that I need send no money now and 
I wish to pay by 10 INTEREST FREE monthly 
instalments* of £ 29.99 D I wish to pav in hdl 
£299.90 □ (FREE delivery UK) 

M r/M rs/Ms/M iss_ 

Address_ 


Postcode_ 

*(Bv Direct Debit Subject to status) PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Signed__ 

To help us facilitate delivery please ensure 
that you enter your telephone number ! nnac lias I 

daytime__ 

evening ______ 



Don't be caught 
by Christmas 
posting dates 

I F YOU want all of the Christmas cards and presents you send to 
get to their destinations in time there are a number of posting 
deadline dates which you’ll need to know. 

Every year, the Royal Mail aims to 
make sure that all Christmas post arrives 
before December 24, but the further it has 
to go, the earlier you need to post it. 

By November 18 it will already be too late to 
send international surface mail anywhere 
other than Europe and you will have to use air 
mail 

December 6 is the last posting day for 
airmail destined for non-European addresses 
and the tast day for destinations inside Europe 
is December 13. 

And for post addressed to locations in the 
UK the deadlines are December 18 for second 
class and December 21 for first class mail. 

Don't get caught out! 


Inspiration on 
the internet 


STILL STUCK for Christmas gift ideas? 
Then why not check out what the internet 
has to offer 

The world wide web is full of useful ideas 
and many products can be ordered from the 
comfort of your own home, so you don't have 
to do battle with crowds of shoppers in the 
high street. 

The new Navy News website also has 
several pages of gift ideas which might 
interest you. Why not pay us a visit? The 
address is www.navynews.co.uk 



ILE HO 


FREE GSM PHONE 
FREE CONNECTION 
FREE ITEMISED BILLING 
FREE 3 MONTHS INSURANCE 
FREE £5 WORTH OF CALLS 
PER MONTH 

FREE ACCESSORY PACK INC:- 
CASE, IN-CAR CHARGER, 
PORTABLE HANDS FREE, 
PHONE HOLDER 
FREE CONFIDENTIAL NO. 
FREE DELIVERY 
NATIONWIDE 
FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS' 

FREE ANSWERING SERVICE 
LINE RENTAL ONLY 
£14.99 (INCLUSIVE)* 

CALLS AT LESS THAN Ip 
A MINUTE ATWEEKENDS 


Other tariffs available on this package 


34 MOLESWORTH ROAD, 
STOKE, PLYMOUTH, 
DEVON PL I SNA 


call us now on ... 

01752 500959 

or fax us on... 

01752 563IOO 

9am - 9 pm 7 days a week 


@ 


Browsing In a Winter WtYrlderJan^ 


. V.* 


jlpfc www.navynews.co.uk 














































